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BULGARIA CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Professors Reportedly Dismissed for Criticizing Beno New Approach to Party Work 

Government 11261635 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Coech 


29000002 Paris LE MONDE in French 20 Feb 88 p 4 


[Text] Even though a recent opinion poll which appeared 
in the Sofia press indicated that many Bulgarians 
expressed doubts about the chances for success of the 
restructruing in their country, it 1s apparently preferable 
not to express these criticisms publicly. 


On 18 November 1987, at the time of the 24th confer- 
ence of the BCP section at the University of Sofia, 
Professor Nikola Popov, 66, head of the political econ- 
omy department, a member of the BCP and of numerous 
official commissions, 1s said to have accused the party 
and government of not being prepared to combat the 
economic crisis despite all the great reorganization 
projects that have been announced. 


In his opinion, the restructuring in Bulgaria is nothing 
but a hollow word, designed to conceal the lack of a will 
to democratize the country in the economic and political 
spheres. One of his colleagues, Professor Nedyalko 
Belev, 64, also a BCP member, linked the crisis of 
socialism to the personality cult which surrounds the 
head of state, Todor Zhivkov, and his family. He 
denounced the reactionary policy of the State Council 
deputy chairman, Yaroslav Radev. The next to speak 
was Nikolay Vasiliev, 41, an anthropology professor, 
BCP member, an’ «on of one of the most popular 
philosophers among th. 7 ugoslav [as published] liberals. 
He stigmatized the “syndrome of excessive administra- 
tive arrogance,” from which the party suffers—a disease 
which affects every sphere of society and leads the 
officials to bully the social sciences. Finally, Professor 
Vasil Ivanov, 64, a former resistance fighter who was 
twice condemned to death by the fascists, criticized the 
totalitarian style of the Rector [of Sofia University] 
Mincho Semov. 


The majority of the perticipants greeted these speeches 
sympathetically, and, despite the objections of the rec- 
tor, Nedyalko Belev was clected to the university [party] 
committee by a vote of 220 to 60. The next day, the 
political bureau of the city of Sofia received an order 
from Todor Zhivkov’'s office to expel the four professors 
from the university and to quickly initiate an investiga- 
tion of the education offered there. 


On 20 November, the four professors were summoned 
by the Politburo to turn in their party cards. That 
evening, some students occupied university buildings 
and demanded explanations. At the same time, they 
protested the prohibition against showing the Sovict 
documentary, “Is It Easy To Be Young?” about the 
return of soldiers from Afghanistan. The university 
officials induced them to leave peacefully. The Ministry 
of Education is said to have cancelled the work contracts 
of the four professors on 25 November. 


22 Jan 88 pp 1.3 


[Interview with CPCZ Ceatral Committee Secretary 
Mikulas Beno by RUDE PRAVO’s Vaclav Pergl: “Party 
Work to Correspond io the Requirements of the 
Times”—place and date noi given] 


[Excerpts] The annual membership mectings in the 
party's primary organizations will begin shortly. The 
Seventh CPCZ Central Commitice Session stressed that 
the momentous tasks we are facing can only be fulfilled 
when everything that takes place. when the implementa- 
tion of all changes, 1s directed by our Communist Party. 
From this arise demands on the party itself, both in 
respect to its unity and to tts ability to act. 


We spoke about the topical issues of party work, which 
are related to the preparations for the annual mectings, 
with CPCZ Central Committe Secretary Mikulas Beno. 


[Pergl] Comrade Secretary. preparations for the annual 
membership mectings in primary organizations have 
been underway for more than 2 months now. How would 
you describe these preparations’ 


[Beno] The party's activity, beginning with the CPCZ 
Central Committee and ending with the primary crgani- 
zations, bears the hallmark of the ongoing process of 
elaboration and realization of the conclusions of the 17th 
CPCZ Congress, of the strategy of acceleration, of 
restructuring, of economic reform, and the deepening of 
socialist democracy. Party agencies and organizations 
are gradually assimilating the demanding tasks of the 
Seventh CPCZ Central Committee Session, which has 
developed further the congress line for all vital spheres of 
the life of society and the party's activity. In this con- 
nection, qualitatively new, much greater demands on the 
cadres and on organizational preparations for the annual 
membership mectings and party conferences have 
clearly come to the fore, these meetings and conferences 
are currently at the center of the entire party's attention. 
Primary organizations, but also district and regional 
committees, are trying to perceive more deeply the 
urgent local problems and the crucial tasks, which were 
stressed at the seventh session of the Central Committee 
and reported on by Comrade General Secretary 4 )!us 
Jakes as well as in the approved documents. 


Alt the same time, our experience shows that up to now 
there have been considerable differences in the way party 
organizations work their way toward, and arproach the 
practical application of, the conclusions of the seventh 
session in their own specific conditions. There are quite 
a few positive examples and experiences. Regional party 
committees, such as the North Moravian, the Prague 
City Committee, and others, as well as many district 
committees, have already been placing stress on the 
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clarification of key problems. weak spots. and shortcom- 
mgs. which must be resolved in the interest of a vigorous 
realization of the strategy of acceleration and of activa- 
tion of the Communists. They have to consult leading 
collectives on his: workers, cooperative farmers. 
experts, those wi.o feel the weight of problems directly. 
Such a course corresponds to the requirements of the 
tumes, and 1s the foundation of openness. pragmatism. 
critecism, and finding efficient solutions. 


However, we also come across new tasks that are being 
tackled with old methods. energy that 1s being concen- 
trated on writing reports only. The preparations often 
take place al enterprise or district commiutices, inscad of 
proceeding from an analysis of reality, dialogue. or the 
experience of Communists, as well as from their crivcal 
standpoints and recommendations. We are definitely of 
the opinion that the annual members’ meetings cannot 
be a routine campaign. New tasks must be tackled in a 
new way. The desirable turn will not be helped by 
mechanical dissemination of numcrous measures or by 
repeated’ raising peripheral questions, which drown the 
very essence of crucial problems. Another barrier 1s the 
practice—which still has not been overcome—limiting 
preparations for the annual mectings to some individu- 
als only without permiting the participation of the whole 
committee, including all acive Communists as well as 
persons without party affiliation. 


The following conclusion can be drawn from the course 
of the preparations for the annual membership meetings: 
it 1s characteristic that, on the one hand, these mectings 
are accompanied by greater activity, by the endeavor of 
the party agencies and the party aktivs to prepare them 
on a higher level, on the other hand, this endeavor 1s 
being realized in a complex struggle against old habits in 
the course of which new approaches are sought, 
approaches which would be adequate to the demands of 
the contemporary tasks. 


From these findings it follows that preparations for the 
annual membership mectings and party conferences 
must be organized in such a way as to make it possible to 
contribute to making party work match up to today’s 
tasks. to make sure that the annual meetings ave an 
open and creative atmosphere, so that every Communist 
becomes a co-author of adopted measures and that he 
assumes his share of responsibility for the so’ution of 
concrete tasks. [passage omitted] [Pergl] What will be the 
form of the assistance to the party's basic components” 


[Beno] The Central Committee puts exceptional empha- 
sis On concrete, effective assistance to lower-level party 
agencies and, above all, to the primary organizations, 
and has adopted the necessary measures in that respect. 
It has sent icams of political workers from the CPCZ 
Central Committee to all regions—more than 1,800 
comrades to date. This will create a solid communica- 
tions system between the center and the local organiza- 
tons, a sysiem which will keep on strengthening the 


independence of party organizations and will solve prob- 
lems competently. 


POLITICAL 


In party work there 1s no place for formalism, admunis- 
trative management by means of circulars. orders from 
above. and accumulation of resolutions without proper 
effort to implement them. Revolutionary changes cannot 
be carned out in offices: one has to the people and take 
part in organizing work on the spot. [passage omuticd] 


[Pergl] The process of democratization also applics to 
the party. to cach of its components. It 1s also closely 
connected with the development of intraparty democra- 
cy. What, in particular, must be avoided now” 


[Beno] It 1s necessary to see to 11—possibilitics permit- 
ting—that all members become involved as carly as the 
stage of preparations for the annual membership mect- 
ings. that all suggestions or recommendations, be they 
from a rank-and-file member [pracovnik] or a director. 
are assessed with full serrousness and responsibility. and 
are ¢ used. No key problem can be resolved 
effectively without the Communists’ ective participation 
and without the committee's accounting to the members. 
This should be the case in the preparations, directly at 
the meetings and conferences, and while implementing 
the measures adopted. This is the foundation for the 
further development of party work and intraparty 

. The demand is being nghtly voiced that we 
talk less about it in general terms and create better 
conditions for i, with a greater openness, flow of infor- 
mation, exchange of views and standpoints concerning 
the implementation of concrete tasks, and party and 
public control. 


One of the ways to deepen intraparty democracy 1s the 
possibility to decide freely how to vote in party agencies 
clections.a possibility which 1s enshrined in the CPCZ 
Central Committee resolution on annual membership 
mectings and conferences. It 1s necessary to say openly 
that the possibility of a secret ballot has been received 
with mixed feelings in some places, and sometimes even 
with mistrust. Information obtained to date reveals that 
this rule on the manner of voting has not been com- 
pietely understood everywhere as a part of the party's 
effort to develop intraparty democracy, to improve the 
preparation of cadres for the annual deliberations, and to 
increase the activity and responsibility of the Commu- 
nists in shaping and implementing the party policy. In 
this respect, party agencies will have to pay all the more 
attention to assessing this first experience. 


What must we avord during the annual deliberations and 
in party work in general? Above all formalism, ostenta- 
tion, administrative overorganization, superficiality, 
and gencralization. Everywhere we must counterpose 
sings of routine behavior by concrete, open behavior. by 
objectively viewing the problems of worksites as well as 
the work of the party organization. We must concentrate 
our energy and attention on vital issues, and see behind 
everything the people. their needs, opinions, and encour- 
age their active participation. 








JPRS-EER-88-020 
8 March 1988 


Him! Dies in Beijing 
LD271834 Prague CTK in English 
1616 GMT 27 Jan 88 


| Text] Prague Jan 27 (CTK}—Antontn Him, member of 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee. 
member of the Czechoslovak National Front Central 
Commutice Presidium, deputy of the House of Nations 
and Federal Assembly Presidium member. chairman of 
the Czechoslovak Physical Training Association, died 
today at the age of 54. 


He was clected alternate member of the Communist 
Party Central Commitice ai the 14th party congress and. 
in 1976, he became a Central Committee member. He 
was deputy of the Czech National Council from 1969 
and, in 1971, was elected deputy of the House of Nations 
and Foderal Assembly Presidium member. 


Antonin Himl worked actively in youth organizations. In 
1967-67. he was secretary of the Czechosiovak Union of 
Youth Central Committee and also chairman of the 
Young Pioneer Organization's Central Council. He grad- 
uated from the College of Political Studies of the Soviet 
Communist Party Central Committee in Moscow in 
1970. 


He contributed significantly to the restoration of unity in 
Czechoslovak youth organizations after 1968-1969. 


Antonin Him! was elected Presidium member of the 
Czechoslovak Physical Training Association Cntral 
Committee in 1963 and, in 1972, became its chairman. 
He took part in preparations of the Czechoslovak Spar- 
takiads. 


Slusovice Distances Itself From Charter 77 
Spokesman 

24000064 Slusovice NASE CESTA (Supplement) in 
Crech 27 Jan 88 


[Resolution, signed by the CPCZ Enterprise Organiza- 
tron and the Management of JZD Agrokombinat Sluso- 
vice, entitled: “JZD Agrokombinat Slusovice Will Not 
Allow Anyone to Disturb Its Operations.” prepared by: 
V. Hyankova, V. Prikazsky, and M. Julinova] 


[Text] A 35-year-old man who has never particularly 
distinguished himself in cither a positive or negative way 
during his not quite four years of mem ership in JZD 
AK Slusovice. Never, that 1s, until the moment when he. 
as member of the Charter 77 movement, was named onc 
of its three spokesmen. And this is where the so-called 
“Case Devaty™ begins. 


Who Is Stanislav Devaty? 


Let us first take a look at his curriculum vitac, which 


may be partially preced together from the biography he 
enclosed with his membership application. We quote: “! 


POLITICAL 


was born 8 June 1952 in a family of government offi- 
cials. My mother was born in 1921. She worked at 
OUNZ fokres public health institute] as a manager. She 
reured from that position and now works at TSM 
Gottwaldov. She 1s a member of the Communrst party 
and of the Association of Antifasces' Employees. My 
father was born in the year 1910 and worked as gencral 
manager at US [expansion unknown] in Otrokovice. He 
died in 1972. I completed the 9-year clementary school 
and attended US Elektro where I completed my appren- 
tuceship as electrical technician in operations. On com- 
pletion of the US. | started full-time studies at the 
Federal Industrial High School and graduated in clec- 
tronics in 1973. In 1973 1 started to work as a mechanic 
at the Rudy Rien [Red October] Enterprise in Otroko- 
vice and after less than a full year I transferred to MPS in 

where I worked as a senior calibration technician 
In 1979 1 left for the Svazarm Central Committee at the 
AVON Enterprise in Gotitwaldov where | worked as 
assembler of numerically controlled machines MOD 275 
and later transferred to the programming center for this 
machine, | also worked as programming technician ‘or 
all other products of the enterprise. I left the Enterprise 
AVON in May of 1984. | now work temporarily as a 
mechanic and salesman at the RaJ Gottwaldo.. My 
hobby has been clectronics which | practiced since the 
age of 8. One of my other hobbies 1s listening to recorded 
music. 


| am divorced and have a child. | am not politically 
engaged. | have no police record. Signed in own hand 


Let us cxamine a little c'oser some of the mandatory 
items in the questionnaire to which S. Devaty did not— 
for reasons that we now know—vrite any detailed 
answers in spite of the requirement that he capand on 
them in his biography: disregarding the fact that by his 
signature he unequivocally declared that he fully 
answered all items in the questionnaire and did not try to 
hide anything. 


For example, that his wife emigrated with their dau ehier 
Katerina to the United States in 1980. That hes you ger 
brother who, by the way, has a police record on cha ‘ges 
of violence and actions against property, has also moved 
outside of the territory of the Czechoslovak Rer ablic 


Mr Devaty completely omitted to mention that he 1s a 
member of Charter 77 Movement. 


If we further examine his personnel records. we can only 
comment—whether anyone likes it or not—that on hrs 
application for employment at JZD Slusovice, he signed 
in his own hand that: “I am jomuing the cooperative 
because of personal conviction and recognition that ‘he 
building and development of united agricultural cooper- 
atives 1s the correct wa, toward building a happy and 
satisfied village. | also declare that | will conscientiously 
carry out all responsibilities contained in the cooperative 
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Statutes and work rules as well as those deriving from the 
resolutions of the membership mectings and of the 


cooperative management. Signed 23 July 1984. 


Another document 1s the work cvaluation from his 
previous workplace, AVON Gottwaldov. where they 
write: “He has a fnendly cooperative nature and was well 
liked in the employee collective. He 1s direct im his 
actions. He was critical of various shortcomings at his 


workplace but frequently lacked objectivity mm evalua- 
tion and more self-criticism. 


In the past he willingly helped io solve various problems. 
primarily of technical nature. in the enterprise outside of 
his work requirements. However, recently, cooperation 
with him has become more difficult. He ts neither 
publicly nor politically engaged. 


That much for written materials which should be objec- 
tive in their evaluation. 


Neither AVON nor MPS noted that the reason of his 
departure was a number of disciphinary measures taken 
because of work-associated problems. 


The Case of Devaty 


It 18 no secret, either for our Cooperative members or for 
the public at large. that our JZD. among others, achieves 
significant results by moving and reassigning personne! 
as needed for the intensive development of the enter- 
prise. 


For such reasons, a proposal was discussed with Stanis- 
lav Devaty, who worked as computer programmer in the 
applied cybernetics plant |, that he would transfer to our 
JZD assembly plant in Poprad for a period of 3 months. 
This was done on the basis of the requirement of this 
plant for expert assistance im introducing microciec- 
tronic production of an automated firefighting system 
and securing electronic parts for cattle scales. The selec- 
tion fell on Devaty, among others, because he docs not 
have family obligations and could leave his current 
residence without problems but also because his work 
assignment in ZAK was among those scheduled for 
cutbacks. 


Mr Devaty turned down our request with reference to his 
work contract at his present work location in Slusovice. 
As to our explanation of the need. he resolutely declared 
that in any case he will not go to Poprad. He maintained 
his stand even after he was informed that such an action 
would be considered gross violation of work discipline. 


And this 1s where his membership in the Charter 77 
enters the play, that 1s, primarily his role as the newly 
acquiree position of speaker. A routine work problem 
now becomes a welcome “tidbit” for antisocialist and 
anti-Czechoslovak propaganda spread by the radio sta- 
wons Free Europe and Voice of America. The speed with 
which they react does not leave anyone in doubt as to the 


POLITICAL 


source of their information, some formulations and 
distortions of facts. too. clearly prove whom are these 
“wish-il-were-Iruc” “objective” reports to serve. And 
that 1s how this misicading and deliberate connecting of 
Charter 77 activity with the name of our cooperative 
came about. Through this untruthful and distorted infor- 
mation, thanks to Mr. Devaty. the good name of JZD 
AK Slusovice and all its honest employees 1s being 
villified 


In spite of everything, things at our JZD proceed im their 
regular and legally correct way. Mr. Devaty was properly 
served the [management] decision sotification of his 
transfer to Poprad for a duration of 9%) days im accor- 
dance with the articles 18, 19, and 20 of the cooperative 
work rules, and his starting day was set for 20 January 
1988. Housing for him was available. He was assigned to 
the microciectronic center—as computer technician for 
APS and cattle scales. 


Mr Devaty mmterpreted this decision as personal perse- 
cution. As another reason for not obcying, he attempted 
to prove his indispensability at the ZAK 1 workshop. 


According to Mr Devaty, the cooperative management 
was taking an unjustified and unreasonable attitude 


And the voice of America could again air its fabrications 
and hali-truths on such a delicate as C7echoslo- 
vakia—human mghts—Charter 77—Devaty—JZD Slu- 
sOvice. 


Our personnel and staffing department took the only 
possible position: it reclassified Mr. Devaty to a position 
in the enterprise of cattle breeding. where he was to work 
feeding cattle until a new decision by the appropriatc 
officials could be made. 


Is thes the end” By no means. 


Stanislav Devaty had his instructions and he intended to 
take full advantage of becoming the center of attention. 
That he 1s causing stress to his coworkers 1s of no interest 
to him. The purpose sanctifies the means. And so he 
continues, without compromise. headlessly, and ruth- 
lessly, in“his battle.” 


We Were Taken Advantage Of 


The very first day after his departure from the workplace 
in ZAK I, on the 21st of January, Mr. Devaty asked hrs 
co-worker, Engr. Kardos, to arrange a signature cam- 
paign, thus it happened that a “petition” was presented 
to his former coworkers. 


We quote: 


“Stanislav Devaty has been a of the 
enterprise of applied cybernetics at JZD AK Slusovice. 
During this time his grew to become an expert im 
computer prograraming. He was always willing to assist 
to his less experienced colleagues with advice and lend 








JIPRS-EER-88-020 
8 March 1988 


his hand. He 1s well lsked on the collective for hus fnendly 
nature. Hes departure well cause substantial losses at the 
programming section which 1s workeng im socialist care. 
because the best qualified capert in ITK computer pro- 
gramming will depart. We would. therefore. appreciatc if 
he could stay with us.” 


This letter was signed by 90 emmioyeecs at the ZAK 1. On 
Friday, 2 January, Engr. Kardos delivered the petition to 
the personnel department and a verified copy into the 
hands of Mr Devaty. And not without a reason. 


No later than Monday. 25 January. Vowe of America 
was citing it as a proof of the support of seas of Charter 
77. “The Devaty Case™ has now become a daily program 
on the schedule of these stations. 


But human credulity and misplaced solidarity have thei 
lymits. From the 90 of those who signed, 84 rapidly saw 
through the charade and individually. by personal iect- 
ters, recalled thew signatures and distanced themselves 
from the illegal political activity of Devaty. Let us 
examine a few of these declarations. and we quote 


“| would lke to capress an apology for my participation 
m an action which, mm its results. caused harm to the 
activity of the enture JZD AK Slusovice. | wish to assure 
you that I did not, in any way, wish to cause harm to the 
cooperative and that the petition docs not cxpress my 
approval of the political activity of Mr. Devaty. | have 
nothing to do with his political activities and do not 
support them im any way. | had no sca that this action 
would be misused and | decidedly condemn this misuse. 
Again please accept my apology and be assured that |! 
wish to work for the advantage of the entire coopera- 
tive.” 


“On 21 January 1988. a paper has been presented to me 
with the signatures of my coworkers. After reading ut, | 
erroncously assumed that 1 concerned a work problem 
and without further thought I signed the document. | do 
nol, mm any case, concur m the political views of my 
former colleague S. Devaty. | condemn this action and 
do not wish to be connected with 1.” 


“We have not the slightest intention to harm the JZD 
AK Slusovice. I like the work, and I like people who live 
around me and make every effort to fulfill their respon- 
sibilities according to their best ability. | jomed only 
recently and already my signature has been misused for 
other purposes than for which t was mended This has 
brought me to a situation in which I hope to find myself 
for the frst and the last time. | am sorry at the out. ome 
and | am convinced that im the future | will be more 
careful about what | am signing and for whom.” 


“Lam sorry to note that | am one of those who signed the 
document supporting the return of S. Devaty to his 
former position. | resolutely condemn the method in 
which my signa ure was misused against the JZD AK 
Slusovice. Deveh pments show unequivocally that it was 


POLITICAL 


an crror 10 pul my trust mto 8S. Devaty. an crror whose 
results | had underestimated. I declare that | do not share 
S. Devaty’s poliscal atintudes and « was not my micn- 
thon 10 Support them m any way” 


You will certamly agree that « would have been sempic 
to indicate the full names under these declaratvons. But 
why cxpose to public condemnation individuals who 
trusted someone who shametessl) misused thor trust” 
From thew words and sentences we can clearly read 
bitterness and indignation 


The moment of discovery of the entire political back- 
ground and of thew poor judgement. and the search to 
repair the damage certainly was a suffici mt “punrsh- 
ment™ for them. The understanding of our / 7D manvage- 
ment concerning their crror will definitely not fit im to 
the Vowe of America concept of crincism of vrolatron 
and supression of human mehts..The Monday mecting 
of the Enterprise CP and the VCS Z0 CPCZ fully 
condemned the actions of Stanwlay Devaty and drs- 
tanced themselves from hrs polrtecal opmmons 


The leading secretary of the Okres Commutice of the 
CPCZ. RSDr. Vaclav Valenta was also presets at the 70 
CPCZ mecting. In his presentation. among other sub- 
jects, he also took stand on the case of S. Devaty who 
clams that our government system prevents him from 
his fight for human nights. Which nghts are they sup- 
posed to be he docs not know hemsclf because he was 
overheard saying that in the Grottwaldoy region nobody 
is denying him any human mghts. Chartists do not 
recognize socialism and clanm that there cannot be 
democracy mn Czechoslovakia as bong as the communrsts 
rule there. As Comrade V alenta noted in this connection, 
it 8 a paradox that his mother should have been a 
member of the Communrst party. He docs not wish 
Communist party members any good and docs not try to 
hide his hate for them 


Devaty 1s a person with a desire for fame and admiration 
at any cost. That leads him to call attention to homecif at 
any price, Cause agitation and the appearance of some 
kind of political opposition, with effective assistance 
from the foreign centers. That makes him unequivocally 
a qualified class enemy whom it behooves not to under- 
estimate but also not to overestimate. For the West he 
will be of interest only as long as he will continuc to cause 
harm to CSSR and JZD AK Slusovice. It was with thes 
idea in mind that he wilfully mrsused his colleagues 


An Employes Yersus a Person 
Let us hear some of the opmmons of Stanislav Devaty: 


Engr J. Dostal, director of enterprise for module produc- 
tron: 
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He was a worker with good work morale. Everybody 
knew that about him. The whole tome that he worked at 
our enterprise, he was only activateng one type of mod- 
ules. He was an cupert. bul not a top-rated onc. Not by 
any means 


Engr M. Janda. deputy chairman for mocrociectronics 


A top-rated cxperi 1s one who 1s capabic to switch from 
one module to another and who can work on many 
different types. He was not the type 


Engr Dostal 


He used to say ot hemself. “I do not feel lhe workung mm 
development and I do not wish to take part un develop- 
ment” 


Engr Janda 


He belonged to the lower level of activation technicians. 
He was stuck om a rouwtene. He typically performed his 
function but had no talent for creative mnovation 


Engr Dostal 


The fact remarns that mm the las few months, obviously 
as a result of hes mncreased extracurnecular activities, he 
was essing on hes work. It has also shown mm hes work 
cftori. whech ded not used to he the case 


Engr Janda 


As far as hrs opemons about violation of human mghts. he 
considered it tc be a veolatron when an employee whose 
evaluation ratong dropped got a reduction im wages 


Judr J. Kalac, legal department 


Spocifically. the role of a martyr suits hum well. He os 
ap caling to some fictrtous principles. His concept of 
freedom and human nghts 1s not clear. Hes positrons and 
opimons, they are subjective, actually an anarchistic 
reyection of the government establishment and rules of 
social life on soceety. He os concerned with the nghts of 
others, the questron 1s. 1 1 a case of a pot calling the 
cattle black, When we asked him to cite cxaamples of 
human right veolations m our areca. he was not able to 
come up with any 


But whenever i 1s tome to discuss his Own actions, he is 
arrogant. speaks about harassment and about his hero- 
ism. He shows the desire to stand owt, to be mteresting 
no matter what the cost. In some cases be managed to 
strongly influnce weaker individuals on hes proxumity 


Judr L. Cocek. KPU manager 


To say the least, Devaty 1s very obstinate. He ec-wals his 
rigidity with adherence to principles. | belveve that that 
1S the kind of person the Charter needs. because he is 
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willing to suffer for the sdcas of the Charicr. to become a 
“martyr.” He appears to be under the strong mnfucnce of 
the “leaders of the Charter.” ther willing tool 


| would lhke to have a pevchsatrrst's oprmron on hes type 
of behavior 


Not Only Responsibility But Also Interest 


In CSSR and ogtendc, J7D AK Shusovice ss comudered to 
be a highly modern. progressive enterprise. Ths os 
attiesied to by details of the management methods. 
utehzation of advanced technologies or cooperation with 
many enterprises and firms im socialist and nonsocialrst 
countnes. The agrokombunat requires of its employees 
that they turn mm honest qualety work. It requires enter- 
prise, inventivences, and fidelity to the cooperative 


If necessary. cach of the members must accept a positron 
where hes capertese and knowledge of the subject or 
problem s needed. This reality = anchored m the 
cooperative statutes which every new member must sign 
when he jours. 11 16 no secret that m JZD AK Slusovice 
new members must pass through a number of work 
places. It mnt anvithing mew that laboratory assistants 
technicians, engineers. secretaries. and other professon- 
als must, om the cas* of need, move to another place to 
help owl m a4 precarrous stuatron or when there arc 
shortages. It 1s not a punrshment to go to work for a tyme 
im the anemal or plant husbandry production. Thrs has 
been capersenced by many of the members and nobody 
usually dwells on it. After all, it 1 not a shame to lend 
hand for the jornt success of the enterprise 


ht will not hurt to show a few cases. For cxample. 
members of the Agrotcam J7D AK Stusowice, masters of 
sport and well known racers L. Pavirk, Y. Biahna K 
Joratko, and P. Schovanck did not hesitate to work im the 
ammal production. First league soccer players who ben- 
efit by many advantages of the top level sport engage- 
ments. repaid the cooperative by working several weeks 
under hard conditions of cutteng down timber. Several 
cases are known when the managers made mistakes im 
thew former functions and had to move to production 
before they could return to them positions and use ther 


cxpertise 


It has not happened before that onc of the members did 
not do what he was asked. The case of 8. Devaty. who 
refused to move to another postion, 1s the only case m 
the history of the JZD which certainly does not confirm 
the tule 


Why? 


Our entire wes are armed at one goal—to be a good 
person. Our lives should bring more poy and bght to the 
grcates! number of people. It 1s given only once and we 
have to wee om a way that by lookeng hack we don't have 
to be ashamed...1 am thinking of the frequently quoted 
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words of Nikola: Ostrovsky:, which became the convec- 
thon of our members and primarily those 
who stood at the birth of farming on common soil. The 
soul has always been the source of livelihood and a 
warranty of contenued life for the farmer. That's why 
there 1s such a close relation to the soul as posseson. It 1s 


attack anything that has been built in many years of hard 
work and effon. We all know that our cooperative puts 
the maim emphasis on work ability. We recognize ever- 
yone’s nght to his own opinion, his conviction. whether 


organization 1s well known to us. It 1s anchored im is 
statures—an organization for the protection of human 
roghts. We all can agree with that. The human nghts 
should be protected where i 1 necessary and there are 


enjoying all possible advantages of socialism. including 
the of one’s own convictions... Reports. which we 
hear the western public media capress solrtarity 
with this person who mrsused the enterprise, which gave 
hem its trust, and that of his fellow workers for his 
personal anti-governmenial political intentions Here we 
have other questions: Why did the Charter 77 select an 
average inconspicious person for its spokesman” Docsn't 
thes organization have o her more importani personal:- 
tres” Is not the reason for his selection precisely that he 1s 
an employee of JZD AK Slusovice” 


HUNGARY 


Berecz: Ideology | agging Behind Economic 


25000106 Budapes KEPES * 
12 Dec 87 pp 10-13 






in Hungarian 


[Interview with Janos Berecz, MSZMP Politburo mem- 
ber and the Central Commiutice secretary responsible for 
wdeology, by reporter Tamas Kocsis: “Which Way We 


Should Be Heading, and Why”. first three paragraphs are 
KEPES 7 introduction. date and place of interview not 
given) 


[Text] A few weeks ago. when he met with forcign 
correspondents following the || November mecting of 
the Central Committee (which, incidentally, was not the 
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first tume the foreign press covered such a mectong). a 
Britesh ncwspaper wrote that he 1s one of the Hunganan 
policiams whose statements the world 1s following close- 
ly 


Janos Berecz, age 57 and a candidate of historical 
scrences, Comes from a peasant family. For caght vears, 
he headed the International Relatrons Department of the 
MSZMP Central Commutce. From 1982 on. he was 
editor on checf of NEPSZABADSAG. He was clected a 
secretary of the Central Commiutice m 1985 and has been 
a member of the Politburo since 1987 


In a recently publiencd miecrview. he summed up his 
political creed as follows: “I! profess that man *s not born 
to suf'er. If he suffers, « 1s because he fails to recognize 
the ot yectrve Conditions, or does not know how to make 
use of them purpescfully. or comes unnecessarily mto 
conflict with other human collectives. Communists are 
needed to spare individua's. society and the Hungarian 
nation such suffering (:.c.. suffering that docs not stem 
from objective conditions). and to enable them insicad 
to proceed along the road of burlding socialism, peace- 
fully. mm dialog. and choosng their own means and 
methods.” 


Nation Needs Creative intellectual | ife 


[Question! My first question 1s hardly a tm sot one: What 
is stcology and why are ideological qu strons of umpor- 
tance to ws” 


[Answer] Ideology « a sect of sdeas and wews which 
reflect. in a theoretically mo.e or bess systematized form. 
the relavonship of individuals with thew surrounding 
reality and one another, and which serve to consolidate. 
change or develop social relations. Lenin also deemed it 
important that any kind of dogmatim is foreign to 
Marxist sdeology. ideology mm today’s changing world 
must tcll us where we are heading. which way we should 
be heading and wh» 


One of the reasons why we were able to overcome the 
serious situatvon three decades ago was that we con- 
fronted 11 also sdcologically and were able to provide. for 
the practical. polrtecal and theoretical questions, answers 
that were sound also ideologically. Or another cxaample: 
the emergence and implementation of our solicy of 
alhance came about through the frurtful mteraction 
between ideology 's renewal and the concurrently evolv- 
img new political practice. In our development, as the 
Central Commuttce established at its 11 November 
meeting. we are again in a period of landmark changes 
Therefore our sdcology. and our entire sdcological activ- 
ity as well, must be renewed. The creative power of the 
individual must be freed, new ideas must be encouraged. 
and plans to mnovate must be supported. The nation 
now needs intclicctual ferment «.th a new approach. and 
the cohaboratron of its creative forces 
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[Question] The country and the populatson have picnty 
to worry about. It « therefore no accedent thal many 
people are sheptecal. on spete of what you have just sand. 
about icology now berng the party's mam problem. Or 
mS ot the mam protien occupying the Central Comma- 
tec” 


| Answer] Econorec rssucs are undouttedly om the centcr 
of our actryety today. and we are concentrating our 
efforts promarily on solving the coonovnn tasks. Bat | 
cannot pmagine a thenkeng person who «= preoccupied 
only wih how much various thongs cost. and 1s indiffer- 
emt to whether everythong occurme mm hes emmediate or 
«der surroundings rs meaningful from the viewport of 
the future. bes work, and family. We cannot just keep 
calculateng constantly how much tax we will be payong 
atter | Janwary. lt cannot be mdifferent to us what we 
know about the present. what we can capect m the 
comeng years mm eprte of the serious problems. and 
whether the MSZMP on ots role as the country’s leader ss 
abic to tell us any thong meaningful about the future All 
thes rs closely related to sdeolagy 


(Question) Then I well turn my question around. If all 
thes os SO wHpertant. would not have been better to 
pave the way séeologecally for the stabilization and 
comsoldatvon program adopted last summer” In other 
words. to first work owt theoretical answers to the ma vy 
new things we are Now encowntcring in practice’ An rf 
all, we all feel ot  faghly perplexeng that very many 
people do Kot find rehate answers to what 1s happening 

round them Taboos once sacrosanct. or at least 
regarded as such. are disintegrating 


| Answer] Teme pressed us to have a concrete program m 
place as soon as posseble. onc that can be rmplemented 
C larificatron of also the sleological questions was not 
absolutely essential to draft the short-term stabilization 
and consoldation program. but now i 1s essential to the 
program s implementation In other words. the sequence 
mm thes case 6 not decrsive. because the processes are 
closely enterrelated, but now « was warranted to first 
draft a practical work program 


Regarding perplesity: the classics held that sdeotogy 
reflects some social reality. consequently. of social reality 


8 perplexing. then confusson may arise 1 Our ComscroUs- 
ness as well. Theos 1 the most emportant, fundamental 
Even today om our Country. 1 cs essentially the coonomec 
processes that determine the environm nt we are liveng 
in and how it affects our themking And here the relation- 
ship between our present le. el of de. clopment. the tasas 
we musi solve on the one hand. and—say —tares on the 
other, 1s already a direct one. Which 1 something that 
our weology did not accept carher, and perhaps even 
denied 


[Question] But not even sécologrets are infallible, Onc 
can read between the lenes of also the Central Commu- 
tee s Matement that thers fallrbolity has been a segnificant 
comtributing factor behind the confuwon of comscrous- 
mess on Hungary today 
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[Ansecr] it would be 2 mrstake to seck the causes of our 
cconome and socsl problems solcly m the coonomy 
For we profess that policy must be dcleberatc, based on 
cxpernence, knowledge. an analysis of the situation and 
out perception of the future Without cconomn analyss 
there 1s. of Cours, no ccoROME program. Bul we would 
lose Our way of we were to draw our concluwons only 
from cco .omec factors. without analy 71. g also the social 
and poltscal conditions under which we have to solve 
owr economa tasks. and the foresecable effects of solv ing 
them. That 1s one part of the maticr. The other vs that the 


But istwan Katona. another member of the ( entra! 
Committee. cited a doren cxrampics from the past three 
decades when ideology anticipated and arded political or 
coonome consoldation. And istvan Tompe sad that 
both speakers were nght. Comsequently. rdeology mm our 
tume can be semultancously both an obstructing and a 
supporting factor. Bul we need to add something to thrs 
as well, it always the political leadershup that makes 
the decrsons The political leadershep listens to what the 
representatives of scrence have to say. and werghs what 
itself sand om the past and what its own conviction . Ii 
the decrsons contam mustakes, they mught stem also 
from having misinterpreted the cconomn phenomena or 
from flawed sdeology 


Differentiation Indispensable in Distobetion of 
Meterial Wealth 


(Question) The fact 1s that sdeology as such has not been 
on the Central Commutice’s agenda during the past two 
decades. F + more than 20 years, did we have no terme for 
theorety.al analyses of the processes thal m part we 
ourselves started. and im part the world forced upon us” 


[Answer] it 1 trwe that the Central Comrrvitee has not 
considered “caplericly” weological qu"tons wsnce 
1965. However, every party congress did conuder the 
most important ideological questions of the given per. 
od. We arrived at comprehensive concluwons only i 
some arcas: for cxampic, in art policy. education policy 
rence policy. and reform. particularly is concrete 
cconome aspects. The present beginning of a new cra 
ought to be reflected in our conception of socialiem, im 
our socal prac woe, and hence also mm sdécology. We now 
have had to prepare a truly comprehensive assessment of 
our sdeolagical work. | am convinced that the Central 
{ oremitiee has been might not to regard then work as 
complete, and has not adopted a resolution. Indeed 
resolutions cannot close idcologrcal questions The ndcas 
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advanced on the Central Commutice's debate on 1 $ olay, 
ought to spark additonal new sdécas and car ch the 
country's collective thinking. (vur objective 1s to keep the 
Study of sdcologscal questions on the agenda within the 
party. to contribute, from the viewport of sicology 
toward preparing the debate on the report submuticd to 
the Central Commutice regarding the development of 
our system of political mstrtutvons. to help strengthen the 
party's sdecological unity, and to gather mormation 
about the various views and trends. | wish to note that 
we find semelar aspirations. for cxampic. within the 
Polssh United Workers Party. the League of Yugosiay 
Commun:sts, and even in the ex imteresting doc- 
ument that the Socialist Unity Party of Germany [GDR] 
and the Social Democrat Party of Germany [FRG) 
rssucd yorntly on sdeology and the feasibility of cocxrst- 
ence 


[Question] As evident also from the imicrnational 
response. the fact that the Central Commutice did not 
adopt a resolution at the end of rts meeting. and did not 
rarse new sdeological barrers to thenking. 1s berng mer · 
preted as an sdcological opening. of at least the powssthl- 


ity of one 


[Answer] Had an ideological opening not been the Cen- 
tral C ommmettee’s miention when a met. a would have 
been meaningicss fas it to consider sdeologrcal questions 
We had to re-examine some of our ossified views and. on 
the bases of mew capenence. come to new conclusons 
regarding a few important things. Consider reform. for 
cxample. We practiwoed reform, but did not advertise ut 
much. There were mternational and also domestic rea- 
soms for doug so: cg. the opposition to reform within 
comscrowsness. Now we are formulating our reform pol- 
«) Openly. and have to place on the agenda also the 
ideologscal interrelations of socialism and reform 


[Questron} But there are people abroad. aad at home as 
well, who mterpret the absence of a resolution as the 
matulity of the WSZMP to adopt a unanimous resolu- 
tron. or as the MSZMP not being in a positron to adopt 
aresolutror cnat announces an ideological opening Why 
are such views being vowed”? And let me add Is a 
program not feasible that would be acceptable to every- 
one” 


| Answer] Allow me to repeat what | said at the meeting 
of the Central Commutice A program or organizational 
form that emtegrates the capectations. varying necuhar- 
tees and omterests of all working groups 1s not feawhic 
Therefore we can expect that the groups excluded from 
the Now cxrsting organizational forms will also be seck- 
ing ways to cxpress themscives The fundamental ques 
thon mm thes contest = whether the spontancous move- 
ments m this manner occur withen oF outude 
their lawful So long as they remam within 
ther lawful framework. these social actions may be 
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allowed to make headway. even if thew motvon assumes 
unusual forms Here agua. our gusdeng princepic rs that 
we anced every responsible socialist force to emplecrocnt 
the comsohdation program 


We must decode m a prr copled manner. and yet with 
icologecal and political feasbiiny, what ee want to 
moorporate from these sponmtancous movements of sact- 
« mo our present system of political msinutions. so as 
to ennch its content and orgamizatronal framework also 
om thes manner. whech are the mow ments whose repre- 
sentatives we will strive to gam. through patient dia- 
logue. for our partners om burkding socsalism. and whech 
arc the ones that must be rsolated or chemunate d outright 
In the entire natron’s mtcrest. of course. the dialoguc 
must be conducted with great sense of responsibility and 
crcumspection. takeng all factors mito 
accownt. Partrsanshep mm thes arca will not beip. « would 
only cause confewon. weaken the capillary system of 
publec concensus. and might hamper the dialogue itself 


[Question] We are confremted with new kinds of prob- 
lems and with old views simmultancously. Or. more acce- 
rately. are we faceng them more openly” The problem of 
equality or [utopian] cgalrttananinm [equalit. without 
regard for qualifications and performance]. to mention 
pust one crample 


[Answer] Yes. we are confronted with sew hinds of 
problems. and it 1s also true that we are faceng them more 
openly The changes takong place with hghtning speed rn 
the mternational economac conditions are creating new 
problems almost daily. But now we also know that had 
we responded more boldly m the mid-1970s to the 
challenges facong us then—had we implemented a price 
reform. a wage reform and changes m the product 
structure—today we would not be where we are Sence 
we are speaking of rdcology. 1 must say that also rdcolo- 
gy. but not sdcolagy alone, 1s to blame for the fact that we 
now must implement the same reform. under more 
difficult conditions and with a heavier Durden on ou 
shoulders 


Concerning cgalitananinm Socialism began every «here 
im poor societies. ender backward conditions, and the 
equal drstributron of poverty appeared to be democracy 
It was gratifying for the peo ve to see that. mm comparrsen 
with the preceding societies, everyone was sharing more 
equally om the little that was available. Then society 
prospered and dev cloped—as st did in Hungary as well— 
and this mode of distributing maternal wealth became an 
obstacie to further progress. We nevertheless retained it. 
because we *cgarded as democrat and socialist 
Whereas the actual socialest principle of drstributron— 
which. mcdentally ideology has long proctarmed and. 
therefore. has not been to blame—holds that everyone 
must share on maternal » calth commensurately with hrs 
comtributron to the prosperity of the collective at large 
Egalvtarannm runs so deeply im our blood that many 
people today conmuder differentiation a heresy and 
belreve that ew. must again divide society into nich and 








create conditions such that will permit putting savings to 
use. rederectrng them imto production and services” 


to say that socecty needs the use of savings from labor 
moorme. People have a nght to addrtronal mncome from 


mM private enterprise there cxrst—to use the labels of 
ideololgy—private appropriation and cipanded repro 
duction, bul thes 6 not “antisocialet™ of private enter 
prise operates under suitable control and in accordance 
with the socialrst economy's mterests 


vate ownership where it 1s serving the publec unterest. 
it with realetc and always 


Intetlectuals. the Economy + Dominant Players 


ReasIeiEES Soee GRE, S any, © the mens eiveneed 
of socialist ownership unde: these conditions” 


[ Answer] One of our dogmas was that the natronalizatron 


ownervhro that the larger a plant. the more socnalest its 
¢ noe inoe very wcll that the div mwon of lahow 


[Question] Is thers statement valid for sociales om gener. 
ar 


[Answer] The socecty om which we are lrving % Not vet a 
fully developed socsalest socecty Here we hawe seen) 
camt socialst clements and are buriding soxsalrem in 
other words. ours 2 transtronal socecty that wmelta- 
neously bears many emprints of the nast and fortunate! 
new emprints as well, Thos 1s 1 flected also om the fact that 
politecal power belongs mmcreasingly to the whole people 
and even the theses has been advanced that political 
power 1s developing from the dictatorship of the proic- 
tariat onto the power of the whole peopic 


[Question] We now know that an rmportant oawse of cur 
problems has been the undervaluation of miciiectual 
labor And the 1s sometheng we have noticed only very 
late. Why” 


{Anseer] The manual worker who participates mn valu: 
createng work is undouttedl, the most mmportant hase of 
our society. But no longer m the sense of bifteng oF 
carryrng loads, because fe too . de chopping and becom. 
mictioctually. Tice ncture of work has 


| 


. Warmeng and profeswonal knowledge All thn 
micticctual work. and the education ond 
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Despite the 
economy's domwnant players (ould Hungarian agri ul 
ture have reached rts present level of development arth. 
oul appreciating its Own miriicctuals’ Cvrously not 
tet at one tome the Munmeanan peasant eas accused of 
beng conservative Now. however, the peasants have 
accepted the white«< Sar workers wearmg slacks The 
latter have pulled on hoots and are ranwng pags on theer 
howsehold plots. just the any other member of the 
agricultural coop ative. and are becomeng united ever 
closer also mentally The same cannot vet be seed of 
every mdustrial plant. « scems There are a few off} 
cremtly operating factorres that appreciate thew techn a! 
mtcticctuals and pay them more. although a technical 
micticctual’s mcome stell hardly caceeds the moome of 
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an unskilled worker by as much as the difference 
between the value that each produces. But failure to 
encourage the technical intellectuals to produce the most 
effectively is not democracy. We will not gct ahead 
unless we stimulate thinking. 


{Questior | One often hears that this should apply also to 
people commonly ieferred io as the ones who think 
differently § dissidents]. 


{Answer] I have indicated also on other occasions my 
dislike of this expression. Let us speak clearly. Everyone 
who wants something is thinking diiferently. If we are 
speaking of someone being hostile to socialism, then his 
thinking 1s not different but hostile. And if someone 
happens to be religious, instead of being a Marxist and 
an atherst, then he ts not a person who thinks differently. 
but one of ideological conviction whom I respect and 
judge on the basis of his conduct as a citizen. Moreover. 
I will say that on questions of morality, for example, it 1s 
worthwhile and necessary to pay attention to the church- 
es. Thinking differently can thus have many different 
meanings. The essential thing is that we, both as Marxist 
and as a party, must have an open mind and be ready to 
debate any idea that contains elements of truth. 


[Question] This again 1s nothing new from the viewpoint 
of ideology. 


{Answer] In Hungary it was expressed for the first time 
in the 1960's that, in an ideological sense, we are living in 
a pluralistic society where, in addition to Marxism, also 
non-Marxist ideologies are exerting their influence. 
Therefore Marxism must strive for hegemony rather 
than monopoly: it must influence socicty rather than 
dominate it. Ideological questions cannot be solved by 
administrative means. This is what we have been pro- 
fessing all along, but have not always been able to 
achieve in every area. Now the Central Committee ts of 
the opinion that there can be different standpoints on the 
same questions and different conclusions, even on the 
basis of Marxism. People are thinking and approaching 
reality from different directions, on the basis of different 
experiences. Thus debate, the confrontation of different 
conclusions, 1S necessary and appropriate even between 
Marxists. And we must also bear in mind that even the 
scrences which are being advanced by scientists whose 
world outlook 1s not necessarily Marxist are developing 
successfully, because their approach is realistic. The 
important thing 1s Hot who raises an interesting question, 
but whether his findings and statements are truc or at 
least a part of the whole truth. 


[Question] This must apply also when the persons in 
question are young. It 1s undeniably more difficult for 
today’s young people to be recognized as right than it was 
for the “Bright Breeze” [marching song of the post-1956 
youth movement] generation. Perhaps that is also a 
reason why perplexity, rather than willingness to take 
action, 1s typical of a large proportion of our young 
people today. 
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[Answer] Ofien even | am perplexed. Then why 
shouldn't young people between 20 and 25 be more 
perplexed” | also approve of the young people's turning 
tc persons whom they judge tc be more expenenced. | 
agree that the young people are raising the difficult 
questions. But | cannot share the views and intentions of 
those whose reply to these questions 1s thal our society is 
bankrupt. Who wil advan this nation further if 
Hungary's youth 1s being preached a bankruptcy out- 
look? Who will carry on our cause if there is nobody kfi 
with faith in our future? | undersiand those who are 
disappointed about reform, because they indeed have 
reason to feel disappointed. Let in be clearly understood 
that our purpose is to consistently follow through a 
reform process embracing entire society, including the 
remiterpreiation of the party's leading role, and the 
modernization and reform of our system of political 
institutions. For this we must win all those who are bitter 
because reform appears to have brought us only taxes for 
the tome being. If our ideas and actions are clear and 
lucid if we broaden democracy with more say for entire 
society, if we increase openness thal is based on mutual 
trust and reinforces it; and if we strengthen local govern- 
ment, the formulation of policies, the collective evalua- 
tion of economic policy, the joint setting of tasks and 
their joint realization; then, | am convinced, support for 
reform will rapidly spread also among our young peopic. 
and the crisis mood will abate within our entire society. 


Consolidation Really Needs Cooperation of Generations 


[Question] In the final outcome, which generation will 
have to solve the tasks that life is now forcing on us” 


[Answer] | am biased because | have sufficient confi- 
dence in my own generation to say that it 1s still able to 
come up with new answers. Moreover, it 1s also able to 
organize the successful implementation of the new 
answers. At the same time, my gencration 1s also recep- 
tive, because it 1s aware that it would not be capable of 
solving the tasks without the help of yesterday's genera- 
tion or of tomorrow's and the day-after-tomorrow’'s. My 
generation, now in its fifties, would be incapable of 
action without the people in their forties, thirties, twen- 
tres and teens, and also without our elders. Democracy 
and intellectual vitality ought to be taught and practiced 
already in secondary school. Dialogue with the younger 
generation is a task of vital imporiance. Jommtly the 
various gencrations, including my own, are such an assct 
to this Country that the real interest of further consoli- 
dation requires the cooperation of generations rather 
than a succession of generations. 


[Question] But the generation in its fifties can hardly 
expect to cooperate free of contradictions with the young 
people. 


[Answer] We must make people understand that an deal 
system free of contradictions and boasting only positive 
features docs ncA exist; that an ideal society free of 
contradictic 4s 1s a romantic illusion. We are aware that 
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the reform’s renewal will require sacrifices and their 
acceptance, that it will have also undesirable side effects 
and will even generate conflicts. We must be ready for 
this. As we very well know, the process of development 
does not occur through automatisms over which man has 
no control. We cannot exclude the possibility of errors 
and mistakes in the ccurse of the reform’s implementa- 
tion. At the same time, we must distinguish between 
objective contradictions on the one hand, and political 
mistakes and errors on the other. We do not wish to 
avoid responsibility for possible mistakes well in 
advance, by pointing out the objective circumstances. 
However, we cannoli assume responsibility for what is 
caused not by socialism, but by socicty’s given level of 
development, or by processes beyond our contro! that 
are taking place in the world. 


[Question] Are these, then, the conditions under which 
consensus must be renewed” 


[Answer] I remain firmly convinced that socialism is a 
great historical venture for the Hungarian nation, and 
that only socialism ca 1 bring this country prosperity. In 
this sense, it is a question of vital importance for the 
nation that we streng »en and renew public consensus. 
Socialism centers aro nd man. The economy, politics, 
and culture s rve him to find fulfillment, mor- 
ally, politically and in | of material wealth. Materi- 
ally we must atleasten: that the people will not suffer 
want even in this diffic lt period. Socialism and democ- 
racy are inseparable. R: ther than narrowing democracy, 
therefore, we have to broaden and expand it in the 
direction of public se administration. So that self- 
government, 2 voice nd oversight will increasingly 
become the right of eve: _ worker who honestly struggles. 
works, weeps or rejoice. in this country. | cannot imag- 
ine any other kind of future for Hungary. 
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Horvath: Interior Is Not ‘Police Ministry’ 
250000846 Budapest MAGYAR HIRLAP in Hungarian 
17 Dec 87 p 8 


[Interview with Interior Minister Istvan Horvath, by 
reporter Erdelyi; in the Parliament Building in Budapest, 
on 16 Dec 87, the first day of the National Assembly's 
December session] 


[Text] As a part of changing the government's organiza- 
tional structure, the Ministry of the Interior has been 
assigned new tasks, which it will have to carry out under 
a “new” minister who, however, is not a complete 
Stranger to the ministry. Interior Minister Istvan Hor- 
vath granted our reporter an interview during a break in 
the National Assembly's proceedings yesterday [16 
December 87]. 


— Permit me to begin with a personal question: 
your old chair been found in the ministry’ 


POLITICAL 


[Answer] I happen to know that it has been found. But at 
the moment I also have more exciting, substantive 
questions on my mind. 


[Question] Would you tell us about them? 


[Answer] When the idea of streamlining the govern- 
ment's Organizational structure was raised, the guiding 
principle was to form a center of administration that 
would function more effectively. This required, among 
other things, a reduction in the number of government 
committees. Likewise a part of dismantling the organi- 
zational barriers has been the principle to support the 
local governments’ aspirations, to tighten the ministers” 
personal accountability, and to reduce the number of 
deputy ministers so as to make the ministries more 
independent. For the deputy ministers, whatever their 
personal intentions, inevitably exercised supervision 
over the individual ministries, by virtue of their office. 
Another of our objectives in changing the government's 
Organizational structure has been to create ministries 
that are more in line with the present approach to 
administration. 


[Question] Speaking of loca! governments, many people 
have some misgivings as to whether it 1s wise to place 
under the supervision of the Ministry of the Interior the 
local governments that the councils are now setting up. 


[Answer] Ir the course of drafting the legisiation, such 
doubts were indeed expressed in professional and scien- 
tific circles, and before various political forums. One 
explanation of this, I believe. is also the fact that, from 
1952 on, Hungarian public opinion regarded the Minis- 
try of the Interior essentially as some sort of “Police 
Ministry,” even though actually its scope of authority 
was of course much broader. Hungary's traditions, 
including the practice in the years following the 
country’s liberation, were a contributing factor to all 
this. However, the present solution is not some sort of 
attempt to revive old traditions. Nor does it mean that 
“Interior” is simply incorporating—or perhaps “merg- 
ing” —the widest circles of regional public administra- 
tion into its own Organization. Rather, what we have in 
mind is an integration such that admuinisiration, and 
eventually also the councils’ finances, planning and 
budgeting. are realized within it through government 
representation that better meets the regional interests. 
All the organizational prerequisites for achieving this 
objective are not ensured momentarily, and to that 
extent the misgivings you mention are warranted. How- 
ever, the foundations from which to start do exist. And 
our task al present is to build on these foundations in 
such a way that will dispel the present concerns, which 
unquestionably are justified. 
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25 000084a a NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 
18 Dec 87 p § 


{Unattributed report: “Question Period™} 


[Text] Mrs Ferenc Dobos called upon Lajos Urban, the 
Minister of Transportation, to inform the House about 
noise abatement at Ferihegy Airport. She briefly 
reviewed the 10-year history of the airport's reconstruc- 
tion, and added that decisions which would have reas- 
sured local residents are lacking. In his reply, Trarspor- 
tation Minister Layos Urban emphasized that Ferihegy 
has been operating as an international airport for the 
past 35 years, and that its traffic has increased consider- 
ably in recent years. As a result, the number of com- 
plaints from the 60,000 local residents in the area has 
also risen. The airport's reconstruction and cxpansion 
cost ten billion forints. The old runway—reopened that 
very day to handle scheduled flights—has been reno- 
vated specifically to reduce the noise level. The minister 
added that 7.0 million forints is being earmarked this 
year, and 14 million next year, for lots to compensate 
owners, at the same time, much is being spent also on 
norse-absorbing forest belts. 


The deputy who submitted the question rejected the 
munister’s answer, and the National Assembly voted in 
the same sense. The presiding Istvan Sarlos sent the 
question to the Construction and Transportation Com- 
mittee for further study. On the motion of Istvan Sta- 
dinger, the chairman of the Construction and Transpo- 
ration Committee, the question will be sent also to the 
Committee on the Development of Settlements and 
Environmental Protection. 


Dr Kalman Suto (Vas Megye. No 9 election district) 
called upon the chairman of the National Water Affairs 
Office to inform the House on the matter of the frequent 
floods along the stretch of the Raba from the Austrian 
border to Sarvar. The deputy noted that this is a problem 
of long standing, but it is becoming more and more 
serious as the financial situation of the agricultural 
cooperatives in the area worsens. Flood damage 1s 
already of the order of 10 million forints. Of the 13,000 
hectares flooded in February, 8,500 hectares were plow- 
land. The deputy said that he wished to change the 
question to a request, calling upon the new minister, 
Laszlo Marothy, to monitor the problem of the area. The 
National Assembly will take up this problem again, at its 
Next session. 


Zoltan Kiraly (Csongrad Megye. No 5 election district) 
called upon the president of the National Assembly to 
inform the House as to when the publication reporting 
on the debate during the September session of the 
National Assembly will appear. 


POLITICAL 


Istvan Sarlos replied that he is in favor of publishing 
ssch volumes on a regular basis, but the financial impli- 
cations of doing so must also be considered. For exam- 
ple, Orszaghazi Hirck (News of the National Assembly]. 
which had a run of 1,000 copies and has been distributed 
to the Geputies during the current session, cost a total of 
234.500 forints. Nevertheless. the officers of the 
National Assembly are negotiating with the Kossuth 
Publishing House on printing such publications in larger 
runs. 


Interpreting as a question a passage from the speech that 
Mrs Bela Szalai (Vas Megye. No | election district) made 
during the morning session, State Secretary Bela Sziks- 
zay explained the purpose of the differentiated price 
index of certain products. 


The National Assembly then adjourned its December 
session. 
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Kopeczi Interviewed on Culture, Education, 
Intelligentsia 

250001901a Budapest BUDAPEST in Hungarian 
No 11, 1987 pp 10-13 


[Interview with Bela Kopeczi, Minister of Culture and 
Education, by Tibor Mulicr: “Equal Among Equals.” 
under the rubric “Capital City People” ] 


[Text] * hy ss ut that people hold accountable the minis- 
ter for every problem? Not those of a personal nature of 
course, but those of society. Why ts 1 that Bela Kopeczi 
18 the one being pushed in the corner with issues like the 
Hungarian intelligentsia’s declining prestige over several 
years? Why are they constantly patching up the Hungar- 

ian educations! system” Why is the case of the National 
Theatre treated like an orphan? Why do all the musicians 
gct nervous when discussion turns to the Festival 
Orchestra? Why is it that in recent years the Hungarian 
book market is flooded with so many flimsy slap-dash 
works’? Why 1s the Writers Association stewing in its own 
juice? Who would be able to provide satisfactory asnwers 
to all these and countless other questions? Although it 1s 
true that the minister is the leader in his field of 
expertise, he 1s not omnipotent. He can settle many 
things. much depends on him, but he does not have a 
magic wand, a kind fairy who would fulfill at least three 
of his wishes. He has broad authority, but he does not 
possess the philosopher's stone. And he is human, of 
course. With excellent abilities and frailties. He is a 
human being. who accepted the difficult part of matters 
together with his official rank. Just why he did so 1s a 
mystery. After all, he is a historian of imternational 
renown. He is a prestigious researcher, the author of 
countless significant volumes, the honorary doctor of the 
Sorbonne and of the University of Rome, an academi- 
cian. What he needed Icast was an office. But what clse 
could a screntist do if he was interested in public life, and 
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bis stature 1s that of a politician” If he wants to not only 
participate, but to fermulate the cultural history of his 
country? That's when he becomes minister. 


[Question] Do you like to be involved in administrative 
activities? 


[Answer] | will ack nowledge that | am one of those rare 
intellectual types who likes to organize and likes to 
observe the results of such work. 


[Question] Almost without exception the interviews you 
granted probe the odd situations created by the conflict 
between the scientsst. the creative person, and the offi- 
cial, (even if that official holds the highest rank). I do not 
know whether in your case there 1s such conflict, after all, 
you published a book in cach of the five years you held 
the position of minister. 


[Answer] There ecxssts a conflict, nevertheless. Can 
research and teaching activitics be pursued at all paralicl 
with official activities’ I have won that bet. to use this 
Pascalian term. Except for a very short period of time— 
three or four years—I was never able to occupy myscif 
with one matter only. 


[Question] This exception was the penod when you were 
an academician, when you attended the duties assigned 
to the executive secretary of the Janos Arany Chair’ 


[Answer] The post of the executive secretary for the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences involved much admin- 
istrative work. Also poor Janos Arany complained a lot 
about this fact, even though in his days the Academy did 
not have all those institutes. But this 1s not the part of my 
life | am talking about. The one | have in mind 1s when 
I held the French chair in the philosophy department of 
the Lorand Eotvos University of Sciences. But fate was 
kind to me only a little bit, when after a very short period 
of tume I was elected to the post of deputy rector. 


[Question] What 1s your original occupation” 


Answer] | began my career as a teacher of French, 
omanian and Itahan. 


[Question] And what ranks highest among your present 
interesis” 


[Answer] The Age of Enlightenment and the intelicctual 
world of the 20th century. 


[Question] One of your critics said that your latest 
volume 1s a handbook of Hungarian culture. 


[Answer] He referred to my booklet entitled “The Path 
of Hungarian Culture™ which is a handbook in the fullest 
sense of that term. It 1s a handbook even in the sense that 
it provides data and documents, it 1s intended to have a 
primarily informative character. Aside from that. how- 
ever, it also takes positions. And the credibility of the 


POLITICAL 


volume flows from the fact that I lived through the past 
four decades simultancously as an intellectual, an offi- 
cial. and a politician, if you will, Newher the previous. 
the first edition. nor the revised second edition stood out 
as a result of evaluating Hungarian intellectual life, and 
particularly cultural policies, as representing some kind 
of a glorifying trend. But | will admit that | was far more 
optumustic at the ume the first version appeared in 1975. 
than a decade later. In the meantime some cconomuc, 
social and cultural transformations took place which 
could not be part of a view of the world in the carly 
1970's. These changes did not prove correct my opti- 
mism. 


[Question] It rs not aliractive to be an miciicctual these 
days. Do you know why’ 


[Answer] Look. there evolved a social atmosphere im 
which the acquisition of material goods came to fore- 
front. This ts a reaction to the sizable poverty we 
expernenced before. And because there emerged an 
opportunity for people to improve their lives. 1 do not 
find anything fundamentally wrong with this. Less tome 
was available for deeper. cultural e~deavors, uc. for 
reading. concerts and visits to the muscum, while peopic 
acquired maicrial goods. It follows, that when the second 
and third economics consume people's time. the position 
of unteliectuals and artists in socecty weakens. And 1 also 
weakens because the iniclicctual’s and the artist's posi- 
tron mm the economic hicrarchy 1 at a lower level than 
before. 


[Question] The other day | spoke to a mathematician 
who spends every third semester in the United Sta.cs. He 
explained to me that while a professor or a researcher 
receives much betier pay at Pr nceton University, his 
prestige 1s much greater in Hungary. Isn't there a con- 
tradiction im this’ 


[Answer] Yes. there is. | believe that this is a conflict 
which has not yet been confronted by Hungarian society. 
The conflict can be found in the fact that in Hungary, but 
also in Eastern Europe, intelicctuals had a special role. 
The primary reasons for this are historical. The inteliec- 
tual was surrounded with a peculiar kind of prestige. The 
effect of classical culture on the molding of the people's 
political, sdeological and moral c* yacter was rather 
large. This prestige was similar to the one held by the 
vocation of priesthood. Yes. but in our days the compo- 
sition of the intelligentsia has been changing. T*- ~atural 
scrences, and the cultivators of those scic have 
acquired a substantially larger share of ge. I 
could say that there is a kind of reorgam . 
in the world. It 1s the representatives of 1, 2eNnCesS 
who increasingly serve as the model, as th. <xample for 
succeeding generations. And we are witnessing this 
change. this moaning and groaning drudgery 


[Question] | undersand. lt is another matter of course, 
whether thes other intelligentsia will accept, whether it 1s 
willing and capable of accepting the so-called lead role of 
scholars with a classical culture 
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[Answer] Look, in the West they say that the age of the 
gurus 1s bygone. To mention a recent example: Sartre 
was the ideolozue not only of the narrow stratum of the 
Interary intelligentsia, but of an entire gencration. Today 
this 15 viewed as virtually anachronistic. And we can find 
such examples in Hungarian intclicctual life also. to 


[Question] Is this the source that nourishes a certain kind 
of nostalgia?” 


[Answer] Quite naturally. But the essence is that the 
ideological influence of the intelligentsia has fallen into 
the background. and | mean this in the broad sense of the 
term, not only in terms of its political effects. Stated 
more accurately: this influence was transferred to the 
other stratum of the intelligentsia. Some specific indica- 
tions of this can be seen to the West of Hungary. We can 
see this mn the fact that for instance the intelligentsia 
working in the areas of the natural sciences takes much 
firmer positions on social issues than it did 10 or 20 
years ago. And this presents no problems. The important 
thing 1s that they recognize that they have such respon- 
sibilities. Just think of the increasingly strong moral and 
sae badaamn ae adie: Tie iikaieee af he ne 
cultures 1s slowly coming to an end. 


[Question] Do you feel that the new intelligentsia work- 
ing in the fields of natural sciences 1s changing into some 
kind of a new ‘renaissance man” 


[Answer] This is what we are talking about. Into an idcal 
which takes culture into possession as a wholc, or is at 
least capable of perceiving culture as a whole. Do you 
think this 1s some kind of fantasy” 


[Question] | would like it not to be fantasy. In any event, 
the world would become a sadder place to live in without 
having classical intellectuals. 


[Answer] | believe that for the time being this menace 
does not threaten us. But in however resigned fashion, 
we must notice and must understand that within society, 
within scrence and within culture there are evolving 
processes which do not permit the 19th century inteliec- 
tual to be the sole example, the only guide. 


[Question] Is 11 possible today to acquire encyclopaedic 
knowledge. even if one uses the natural science 


[Answer] No, that 1s not possible. That is a hopeless 
venture. But to be informed to an extent that we recog- 
nize correlations is possibic. There also exists a kind of 
ee eee ee oe 
ethical conclusions from accomplishments in the natural 


scrences, in physics and in biology. In this respect I can 
envision even revolutionary changes. 


POLITICAL 


[Question] We need many cultured minds. We need 
schools. Good schools. | am unable to judge how our 
educational system ranks im Europe. 


{[Answer] Schools expenence crises throughout ‘he 
world. These crises emerge not primarily because of 
intramural factors, but as a result of societal expectations 
from schools, from the momentary conditions of sci- 
ences and culture. While development defines these 
issues in different ways cach year, we musi endeavor to 
achieve stability in terms of education. And if I add to 
this that the educator ts the most important clement in 
schools—cducators whose prestige 1s on the decline for 
economic and other reasons, in other words, the educa- 
tor 1s no longer the one who holds the lantern as he did 
a few decades ago—then we have reached the root of our 
The truth 1s that schools are no longer able to 
fulfill the dual role of creating both specialists and whole 
men. Our chances to prosper as specialists are better, as 
complete men we have more difficulty in succeeding. 
Knowledge will be acquired if the economy and socicty 
establish more stringent requirements. We are not better 
off than others in molding “compicte men.” In any 
event, we do have a developmental program, we do have 
an education law that 1s built on that program, the rest, 
namely the realization of all this depends on the 200,000 
educators who work im schools. 


[Question] If they let them. 


fAnswer] That's truc. If they let them realize the pro- 
gram. And if they accept that task. The education law 
attempts to establish guarantees to enable schools to 
stand on their own feet. So that the guardianship exer- 


body of educators, reduced administration, self-gover- 
nance, cic. But it 1s harder to initiate things, to follow our 
own dictates, than i 1s to implement instructions. 


[Question] It may be more difficult, but is more 
attractive. 


[Answer] Fine. But what percent of other strata of the 
intelligentsia would accept the task of being this cre- 
ative? You need not answer. Believe me, we are con- 
Stantly struggling to motivate educators to take advan- 
tage of these opportunities. The provision of funds is our 
job of course, that of the cultural sector of the govern- 
ment, and it 1s not easy to bring about change because 
the Hungarian school system is based on prescriptive, 
directive models. The situation is not hopeless. And 
there are students who study diligently. Let's acknow/- 
from the top down, the public mood sensed that every- 
thing was fine. Now that things are not directed from the 
top down, the public mood indicates that everything is 
wrong. Neither of these public sentiments reflected the 
true situation. 


[Question] What is the strategy” 
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[Answer] I could not say that we can succeed by launch- 
ing a frontal attack. We can proceed only [by pursuing 
change] area by area, branch by branch. from on- type of 
school to another if you wil! virtua:y from one subject 
of learning to another. 


[Question] Undoubtedly good schools do exrst. Particu- 
larly in Budapest. What ts your opinion about clite 
training” 


[Answer] That does not bother me. | profess that the 
training of clite groups must be based on abilities and 
functions. What does that mean” It means for instance 
the establishment of bilingual high schools. At present 
about 500 students begin their studies in such schools. It 
is a five year curnculum. In a certain sense this repre- 
sents clite traning. But it 1s elite traiming in 2 manner so 
that selection 1s not based on social discrimination. And 
this rs essential. We gave so much consideration to this 
factor that we established a zero grade in which we are 
trying to establish an cqual opportunity [to succeed] 
through intensive language studies. But this applics only 
at the start. | must confess that | am very proud of this. 
| am very glad that we were able to accomplish this in 
Hungary. We made use of all kinds of foreign connec- 
trons we have. We reached an agreement with the British 
Council, with the appropriate ministries in the GDR. 
with the Soviets, with the appropriate authoritics within 
the French government, and I hope that before soon we 
will also have Italian and Spanish agreements. This 
should represent a breakthrough. And we also have 
experimental schools where they introduced the [Pest]s- 
zentiorinc model, in other words, the students are 
engaged in productive work in addition to studying. And 
there are some other similar conceptions. 


{Question] Yes, but the teme it takes to complcte such 
experiments in the educatioral ficld 1s ten years. At least 
it takes that much time to find out that things did not 
work out. Do we have that much time” 


[Answer] We must assume that risk. 


[Question] | am certain that this 1s so, because in our 
difficult econonvc situation our only hope is pinned to 
intellectual caprial. We should be increasing that intel- 
lectual capital. But the fact is that in Hungary the 
number of those who enroll in higher level education not 
only does not increase, in recent years it has declined. 
Well, how does that happen” 


[Answer] It 1s true that in regards to the number of 
students, we are among the stragglers in Europe. The 
picture 1s not the same if we view the number of persons 
who hold diplomas. In other words: in Hungary the prior 
selection 18 very stringent. It 1s the system of admissions 
examinations. In my judgment there is no problem in 
that respect. 


[Question] The question 1s whether this selection should 
not be done at the universities and academics. 


POLITICAL 


[Answer] That also ss a solution. Annually 40,000-50,000 
young high school graduates apply for admission. and we 
accept 16,000. Concerning this figure the annual dissat- 
faction manifested by society ts rather great. It 1s truc 
that this dissatisfaction could be ameliorated by a greater 
degree of openness and through the selective drop-out 
effect throughout the year. Bul im reality this too 1s an 
cconomic issue. To do this we need means. tcachers. 
burldings. 


[Question] And of course, we were concerned for quite 
some lime about mnticiicctual overproduction. 


[Answer] The mistake was not made in the assessmeni— 
workforce planning perceived the movement of the 
future well. It ¢s real life that contradicted the numbers. 


[Question] Knowrng all this, how much do you think a 
Hungarian diploma ts worth? 


[Answer] Look, those who graduate today, if they enter 
Western or American universities, need not start out 
with a feeling of infersority. And there are some extraor- 
dinary talents also. In Hungary the picture is different. 
First of all, the researcher, the theoretical and the prac- 
tical person do not understand cach other. They speak 
different languages. The technical surroundings. technol- 
ogy and the background economy are out of date. Their 
job 1s more difficult. There are fewer expensive instru- 
ments, and fewer institutions that are well-cquipped. But 
you should read SPIEGEL to see how West German 
students enrolled at the Semmmelwers University of 
Medicine speak of the standards of that institution. Your 
vest will burst mstanily. 


[Question] Are Hungarians more cultured than they 
were, say, 20 or 25 years ago” 


[Answer] Insofar as schooling 1s concerned, the numbers 
should certainly serve as proof. And here 1s the hicrar- 
chy: those who have completed their university educa- 
tion are more interested in the intellectual world than the 
high school graduates, who are more interested than 
those who completed eight grades of elementary educa- 
tion. In general, that 1s. In this sense then we are more 
cultured. It is more difficult to provide an unequivocal 
answer, however, if you were to ask by what degree we 
are more cultured. In these days we have gone through a 
transformation of the value system, and with that soci ty 
went through a certain crisis process. As a result 1 would 
be very difficult to say what | consider as cultured 
conduct. I feel that in Hungary the source of many 
conflicts is the uncultured nature of human relations. 


[Question] In conclusion permit me to raise some per- 
sonal questions. At one pont in time you stated that a | 2 
hour workday comes as natural for you. Isn't that a bit 
too much” 
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[Answer] Look. there were periods in my life that were 
more difficult. Hinesses. what have you. But physically | 
managed this pace of work quite well. | even felt a certain 
sense of enjoyment for not being tired as a result of the 
quick pace of work. One does nol grow younger and docs 
not become more resistant as the years go by. of course. 
Perhaps | should relax the reins somewhat. But if | do 
robot work during the day (because undeniably, pari of 
the office provides that kind of work). and in the evening 
I have in front of me Eugene de Savoya's reports to 
Emperor Charies IV concerning the manner they wanted 
to capture Rakocz: on his way to Turkey—well, the 
adventure 1s worth as much as a combined pep-shot. 
Because al present I am preoccupied with my book 
entitled “Rakocz: im Hiding.” It ts this casy to relax. 


[Question] Are you from Budapest” 


| Answer] | was born in Nagyenyed. From a small town. 
ot ugh an intellectually mch small town | moved to 

“ar where I began my clementary studies. I came 
ty Buaapest in 1940 following the second Vienna Award. 
The big city provided a special adventure to me from the 
standpoint that unlike Budapest, one could easily survey 
Kolozsvar. | found the solution in finding a smaller 
intellectual city for myself within the city of Budapest 
also. That meant the Eotvos College. the Pazmany Peter 
University of Scrences, the libranes, archives, theatres 
and museums. From my viewpoint Budapest 1s prima- 
rily a cultural center, and that 1s how I live mm the capital 
city even today. This does not mean that | am not 
involved in the everyday life of Budapest. Of cours« | 
am. But ki me state that so far as | am concerned — ¢ 
everydays of Kolozsvar were more pleasant. 


[Question] The “History of Transylvania™ was published 
with your significant involvement. It created a rather 
mayor controversy. Following publication some people 
appeared to have known already your address in Paris. 
meaning that you were a defeated minister. How much 
of this is true? 


[Answer] Conjectures, nothing cise. | would have had 
many opportunities to enter the foreign service if | 
wanted to. Did they want to send me? Well, I'm still 
here. If they wanted to case me out it would have been 
simpler to retire me while “recognizing my contribu- 
tions.” Concerning the essence of this matter, however, a 
unified position evolved between the scientific sphere 
and the political leadership to the effect that we are not 
willing to interpret the relationships between science and 
politics in the old, dogmatic way. It is obvious that there 
will be political reverberations if a scientific book is 
published on a subject like the history of Transylvania. 
In any event, the book contains our knowledge of the 
various ages, events and figures of Transylvanian histo- 
ry. We knew that Romanian historical writings and the 
Romanian political sphere took a different position. But 
in our judgment the difference was the subject of scien- 
tific debate and not one of politics. Hungarian public 
opinion accepted this viewpoint. Aside from that, it is 
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my opinion that had these volumes not appeared in this 
over heated atmosphere. the resultant controversy would 
have been smaller by far. Some historncal theses were 
over politicized. But I do not feel that even this could not 
be remedied. or that this could be a factor that hinders 
peaceful cocxrstence. We're not talking about a flawless 
piece of work, nor do we feel that this ts a creation of 
infallible authors. We would be pleased to analyze | he 
history of Transylvania before a scientific forum. But | 
feel directly offended by endeavors which try to relate 
the book to the political sdeology of the Horthy system. 
They are talking about nationalism. reactionary senti- 
ments. fascism. and the underestimation of nations. This 
1s even more odd because the area in question belongs to 
Romania today. and no person in his mght mind would 
raise issucs pertaining to the revision of borders in 
Hungary today. In discussing diverse features of the 
common history, the subject of discussion ss more in the 
vein of cooperation. 


[Question] There exists a scase of duality in Hungarians. 
on the once hand this amounts to half-heartedness, on the 
other it ts the consciousness of a missionary. Don't you 
see ut this way” 


[Answer] It is not only | who sees mt this way, but our 
entire history proves that this 1s so. | feel that the sense 
of missionary consciousness must be cultivated because 
in times of crisis the nation 1s inclined to underrate itself. 
Even though it 1s indeed unique that a linguistically and 
culturally :solated people like the Hungarians were able 
to survive. | do not intend to exaggerate patriotism, but 
undoubtedly we are really able to produce results in the 
culture, science and arts of this continent. This of course 
does not mean that we should present ourselves as 
having a hypertrophic national consciousness, to 
demand some leadership role for Hungarians. We cannot 
have such expectations. Bul yes. we can expect to be 


equal among equals. 
12995 


Proliferation of Foreign Charitable Foundations 
Welcomed 


25000101b Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 
30 Now 87 p § 


[Article by S. Andras Boda: “We Will be a Country of 
Foundations ”| 


[Text] “Slowly we will be leading the world in the per 
capita number of foundations,” so speaks my friend the 
engineer with undisguised antipathy. Many things serve 
10 motivate his antipathy, among them most certainly 
the fact that an overwhelming majority of the founda- 
tions rewards the intelligentsia with a classical back- 
ground, but also the fact that some of the endowers are 
foreigners, or more accurateiy: Hungarians who moved 
abroad may also play a role im [the formulation of] his 
adverse view. 
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Does this present a problem” I don”! think so.» everthe- 
less, the other day an apprehensive reader phoned to ask 
me. or perhaps not even me. the following question: 
“Tell me, please. are we so poor thal we are in need of 
alms”” 


I do not understand the adverse feelings. What 1s wrong. 
if anyone guided by the most decent intent to help. 
endows some noble objective? Who would dare to call 
endowments provided by say Gyorgy Cziffra or Blanka 
Pechy “alms.” at a time when these individuals are 
perhaps the most selfless supporters of Hungarian cul- 
ture and language. 


It is very difficult to list all the fourdations that exist in 
Hungary. Partly because of their large number. partly 
because an overwhelming majority of the endowers do 
not seck publicity, but view action as their aim. It ts in 
this way that only the narrow group of “gift recipients” 
knows ti.c name of that elderly couple from Csongrad 
County which offered its family home to benefit the 
future expansion of the social home. And who knows all 
the foundations in an increasing number of alma maters 
which are endowed by the old alumni to reward the best 
of their successors. 


Yes, it 1s the foundations’ purpose and the action that 1s 
of the essence. And of course, we could also brood over 
the fact that we are talking about forints here, and God 
—* about dollars... The response is once again 

ined by the objective, the intent and the action. 
Because not even the smallest amount constitutes alms if 
it effectively serves a noble purpose. and the largest 
amount may be humiliating if it dwarfs the purpose and 
merely turns into some other kind of tool. And it ts 
equally not unimportant what aims these foundations 
serve. The real foundations are endowed in a manner so 
that the faith, wisdom, commitment or bias of the 
founders provides and discovers new valucs. new tasks 
for us—they represent scifless, voluntary rewards a little 
bit in place of, as well as in the name of socicty. 


Do we need foundations” Stated this way the question 1s 
raised incorrectly, because fowndations are not dictated 
by needs, and as to their majority, not by necessity. 
Instead, 1‘ 1s the innermost intent of the endowers, and a 
recently discovered merit that needs to be recognized 
and rewarded which serves their larger or smaller envi- 
ronment. 


Most certainly the number of foundations will increase 
im times to come, and even our newest tax law supports 
the foundations: they were declared tax-cxempt. We 
must rejoice over both of these facts. Foundations are 
the clear fountainheads that signify links to the country 
and the people—if we preserve their purity. 
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PZPR Briefs Army General Staff on Reform 
26000162a Warsaw ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI in Polish 
5 Feb 88 p § 


[Text] A meeting of the deputy director of the Depan- 
ment of Socio-Economic Policy of the PZPR CC. Wiod- 
zimeerz Hausner, with officers of the Polssh Armed 
Forces General Staff, lasted longer than scheduled. The 
main topics of discussion were the wide range of current 
and officially-recognized social and economic probiems. 
and the regulation of economic processes in phase Il of 
the economic reform. Wiodzimierz Hausner bricfed par- 
ticipants at the mecting on the planning for and the 
actual process of implementing the economic reform, of 
the factors affecting the implementation process, the role 
of the central government. the workplace, management. 
the workers’ council and the concept of self-management 
in the broadest sense. He stressed that the enforcing the 
provisions of wage and price policy was only onc of 
many componenits—and not necessarily the essential 
one—in reforming the economy. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Prospective Disinflation Scenarios Examined 
28000028 Belerade NEDELINE INFORMATIVNE 
NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian 15 Nov 87 pp 12-13 


[Article by Branko Colanovic: “Disinflation Scenarios” 


[Text] Inflation has taken on shameful proportions. 
Reducing it has been justly proclarmed our primary task 
today. We are confronted here with the cconomic term, 
“disinflation.” ic. climinating inflationary pressures 
with the aim of maintaining the value of the country’s 
monctary unit. The process is difficult even in mature 
market economics and is very painful in our case. 


For countries with established market relationships (cap- 
italist) and institutions, the usual disinflationary pro- 
gram—according to the literature—is based on direct 
restrictions on final consumption and has several major 
components: controlling purchasing power (from 
increasing fiscal burdens to freezing wages and prices), 
tightening credit, raising interest rates and creating bud- 
gctary surpluses. 


This shock therapy, by reducing demand and consump- 
tion, lowers the rate of inflation rather quickly, but the 
shock in itself affects both production and employment. 
The curve representing the social product heads down- 
ward and unemployment increases. 


Some Yugoslav economists—ict’s beningly call them 
“shockers”—recommend shock therapy. One “shocker” 
scenario in the air recently includes a 6-month freeze of 
the moncy supply, wages and prices: a real interest rate 
of | percent; eliminating all subsidies, taxing imcome 
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acquired through favorable price disparities. and a onc- 
tuume devaluation of the dinar by 15-20 percent. Cicero 
would have shneked. “Hic haeret aqua.” i.¢.. my time 1s 
up. and genuinely so. Freezes might be considered for a 
heavily overheated cconomy in which the prices on 
factors in production are reasonably at parity. 


Painful Questions 


Suc’) not the case with the Yugoslav economy. A 
6-month hibernation would find the economy not ovcr- 
heated but the opposite. The social product 1s stagnating: 
facilities are inadmussibly underused (approximately 63 
percent im industry), economic investments are declining 
m real terms, personal incomes and consumer credit 
likewise. Moreover, payments on foreign debts reduce 
disposable social product by about 10 percent a year 
Labor productivity ts m a chronic declinc—approxi- 
mately 1.5 percent a year on average during the period 
1981-1986. On the other hand. one of the worst features 
of the Yugoslav economy is large price disparities— 
largely unchangeable up to now—approaching ndiculous 


dimensions. 


Yugoslav disinflation will inevitably be a medium-term 
process. It must include perceptible growth in the social 
product and the removal of crude price disparitics. 


If growth in the social product could be propelled away 


of the factors causing cost inflation. production costs per 
unit of product are increasing in Yugoslavia, while 
declining in other countries. There are also other impor- 
tant advantages. A further jump in unemployment is 
avoided: stocks of goods for export increase, the balance 
of payments and standard of living improve. 


There 1s probably no doubt that there are latent possi- 
bilities for increasing the social product at a rate of 
around 4 percent a year. Long ago we would have 
considered even this to be imadequate, but the period 
1981-1985 made us look at the expansion of develop- 
ment much more modestly. During those 5 

social product grew on average almost negligibly. only 
0.7 percent a year. However, a substantial increase of 3.5 
percent occured in 1986. A renewed, perceptible slowing 
in 1987 appears to have resulted for the most part from 


the country’s overall foreign exchange illiquidity. 


Foreign Exchange Capacity 


If almost everything has been said, and repeatedly, 
concerning the extremely poor results of the Yugoslav 
cconomy, among which the worst are the underuse of 
productive facilities, low labor productivity, inefficient 
investments, and caxcessively slow capital turnover, and 


if it sufficiently clear that exceptionally large potentiali- 
tres exrst in these realms for a rapid upsurge in the social 
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product. then we shall lumu ourscives here Ww the 
country’s foresga-<cxchange capacity. which 1s certainly 
now of primary importance if faster growth in the social 
product 1s to be achieved. 


The following five factors are involved. First 1s the 
rescheduling of foreign debit. This 1s advesable for two 
reasons, to add to the effective foreign-cxchange potcn- 
tual and to establish harmonious relationships with the 
international financial community, without wherh we 
would be difficulty avoiding being “outside the law” 
(including having property confiscated). It rs mmportant 
to try to gct the most favorable conditions possibic. 
Objectively, prospect are bad. since the outlook for 
recession-prone imicrnational market conditions might 
induce foreign creditors to avoid alternative reinvest- 
ments in third Coutnriecs. 


The second 1s openine up arcas for yount investment with 
foreign entities as rapidly as possible. The same chance 
of recession, along with other factors, might impel for- 
cign partners more towards Yugoslavia. if given approx- 
imately the same business and Icgal conditions as in 
other countries. Two hundred million dollars a year 1s 
the minimum to be sought as soon as porsibic. 


The third ts recovering the foreign-cachange potential 
that, legally or illegally, cxrsts within the Yugoslav ind)- 
vidual sector (at home and abroad), then channeling 
into cconomic purposes. The steps needed to attract 
to govern use, and to prosecute oftend- 
ers are obvious and can have an cffect quite promptly 


The fourth is increasing rapidly the export of goods and 
services. This 1s usually placed at the top of the Irst but 1s 
the most difficult to achieve. The problem is mn cqualiz- 
ing exchange with castern European countries. We are 
seen 2s an outsider in the European Community. We 
have not been able to put together large concentrations 
of assets for exporting to developing countrnes (for 
financing the sale of capital goods), nor can we absorb 
the products of their traditional export structure. Per- 
haps the greatest prospects are offered by the United 
States, but this market is very difficult for our export 
capabilities (Yugoslavia can export to Czechoslovakia, 
for example, much more readily and im greater volume 
than to the United States). In any case, however, the 
problem of real exchange rates exists. One possibility 1s 
to eliminate the glaring disparities in Yugoslav domestic 
prices so that a policy of real exchange rates, with modest 
subsidies, might be carried out. Exports cannot increase 
substantianily with the present disparities among domes- 
tic prices. Another possibility would mean forcing our- 
selves to abandon the system of a unified exchange rate 
for the dinar, which would mean taking an cnormous 
step backwards and which would be in obvious conflict 
with international financial institutions. 


The fifth 1s to accept new foreign credits on the condition 
that they be used for productive purposes and for invest- 
ments which have a quick return, and which provide, at 











ments «0 below 20 percent of the country’s forcign 
exchange income (imstcad of the planned 25 percent). 
Any idea imterventionist imports cf luxury goods 


about 
on credit needs to be rejected for the moment. the same 
applies to Compensatory transactions and the lke 


Without faster growth im agricultural production. the 
balances demanded by a disinflation policy cannot be 
achieved. Even shock therapy. with wage and price 
freezes, would fail, duc to the chaotic state of Yugoslav 
agriculture. Since food consumption is highly inclastic. 
freezing agricultural pr s im the social sector would 
lead to a decrease im sup ily, while the private sector 
(which accounts for approximately 70 percent of the 
total social product m agriculture) would naturally 
— to gain via price increases if not affected by the 


When rural areas are completely abandoned, what muir- 
acle can we expect? Deukalion, king of Thessaly. and his 
life's companion Pira. having escaped the universal 
deluge. threw stones over their shoulders which turned 
into men and women. However. no such myths cxist 
among our modern ones. 


Small business might seriously contribute to an increase 
im employment, to the enrichment of the tertiary sector, 
to directing the savings of the people into productive 
purposes, and to attracting the foreign-cxchange poten- 
tial of citizens within the country and from abroad. In 
this regard, what quantitative goals of economic policy 
have been set, are there credible appraisals at all about 
the potential hidden here. and can policy escape from the 
prejudice that progressive social relationships on paper 
are more acceptable than the genuine prosperity of a 
—— — his inclination to work productive- 


What must be included in a Yugoslav disinflation pro- 
gram? In the first place, i must contain a non-cvasive 
postulate on the unity of the market. A unified market is 
an indispensable condition for bringing down inflation 
in the Yugoslav self-managing economy. It 1s a principic 
which might be rejected only if contractual statism were 
agreed upon by the republics and prov nces. This is a 
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gusding principle whuch * itself alone. according to what 
i represents and what « implies. must be a powerful 
force m reducing cost inflaton, m making production 
and invesiment more cificent. mm reducing unbcarabic 
social admunisirative capenses. and mm advancing Y ugos- 
lav miecgratvon im a vital sense, without resolutions and 
appeals. 


Unfortunately. the present conststutson Goes not offer a 
basis for unifying the Yugoslav market. To this end. the 
following factors need to operate effectively and harmo- 
nmiously: 


1. A unified credit and monctary policy. For the most 
past, the constitution provides for such a policy, which ss 


2. A unified foreign cconomic policy. For the most part. 
provided for by the constitutson, but seriously hindered 
mm practice by weaknesses im the legal system. 


3. A unified price policy. Such a policy has not been 
csiablished by the constitution. \uthority «6 divided 
among opstinas, republics and provinces. and the federal 
government. 


4. A unified tax policy. The situation 1s the same as for 
prices. 


5. A unified policy on personal incomes. The situation 1s 
the same as for prices. 


6. Free movement of accumulation across the entire arca 
of Yugoslavia. The current constitutvon territonalizes 
the use of accumulation. either by unsustably determin- 
ing the status of commercial banks or by binding excess 
profits to the territory in which i 1s carned, cic. 


The disinflation program must be especially forceful in 
dealing with personal incomes and related tax policy. 
Personal incomes as a whole, as well as in terms of the 


the results visible in in regard to regoonal and branch-level 
accumulation im the economy, i¢., the ratio between 
realized accumulation and utilized assets as a whole For 


as a wave of inflation throughout all of Yugoslavia. 
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From all the above. a program of drsinflateon can be seen 
to be mneatrecabiy micrwoven with a program of consi- 
tutional changes. One can therefore ui derstand opposi- 
thon to vital change m one or another respect. Some 
people havc mdecd cocursted quite nicely with inflaton 
and with shifts im carnings. msrsting not on ratncal 
arrangements for social and governmental imsintutions 
mirmssx io a market coonomy bul rathcr on some 
herctofore unknown. enlightened dcecentralrsm via the 
republics and provinces 


Little Faith 


The test of varvous attriudes toward a scrous program of 
disinflation will come quickly. when the incvitable ncw 
imvestment cycle comes to be discussed. Such a program 
1S necessary for an crease in the social product and will 
have to mclude many “racy stones.” For cxampic. how 
to increase accumulation intended for ccomomic mvest- 
ments by trimmung and cleaning out the many imstite- 
tions outside the economy which have prospered on the 
wave of the contractual economy. opposition from the 
burcaucratsc superstructure will be extremely violent. 
How to achieve the selective concentration of accumu- 
lation freed by the rescheduling of foreign Scbts. regional 
interests will be a very difficult barner. How to arrive 
quickly at mutual imvesiments with forcign partners. 
prejudices and ignorance will contenuc to stand im the 
way. How to include small business mm the investment 
cycle. opstena bureaucracies and others will rarse their 
vores. How to make optimal investments mm large sys- 
tems (raslroads, the electrical industry...). the “national 
cconomics” will demand ther priorities. How to 
strengthen the role and position of the domestic caprtal- 
goods industry. foreign companies. rather strongly estab- 
lished im the Yugoslav investment market, will seck 
channels to prevent this. How to reform the long-out- 
moded system of investment in underdeveloped regions. 
we will hear the argument that underdeveloped republic: 
and Kosovo, for the sake of their statehood. should have 
complete freedom in choosing investments. 


There are indeed still quite a few questions hike these, but 
we let us allow ourselves a little faith that the program of 
disinflation will nevertheless find acceptable answers to 
them on the end. Finally. even the unfortunate Pandora. 
after she opened the box from which flew all the evil in 
the world in all directions, found at the bottom a small 
green bird. a symbol of hope. Surcly we have the nght to 
one bird of hope. Without u we would be lefi with the 
sterile concept of “perfecting the system.” which 5 
decades-old. and which ultematcly finds us on the other 
side of perfection 
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Protests of Serb Women in Kosovo Described, 


Appraised 
28000037 Zaerch START om Sorbo reatan 
31 Oct 87 pp 35-39 


[Article by Darko Hudclist: “Kosovo Autemn’87"} 


[Text] The mass protests by womer of Scrtuan and 
Montenegrin nationality im Kosovo which have caciicd 
the Yugoslav publec om the last few days support those 
who assert that for the ncat 54 years the Kosovo 
gucstion will be a domesin policy msuc thal cannot be 
categorized. During the penod montoncd. Yugoslavia 
musi really give Kosovo the unsgue atienteon that 11 truly 
deserves. especially sence the corcumstances of mndived- 
ual events in the province are becoming worse from day 
to day 


The atmosphere om Prrstena and surrounding mt has never 
been so heated and uncertain. and the relations between 


Serbs and Montencgrins on the onc hand. and Albamans 
on the other, have rcached a critical pomt at which 
conflicts on a greater scale appear almost mevitabic. and 
the fact that recently women. at leas in appearance. have 
been the most vocal. secking even military mtervention. 
gives the whole drama a more than pungent tasic 


Thrs does not mean that the ressdents of Prrstena, as onc 
might conclude from some newspaper articics, walk the 
Streets with knives or firearms stuck m ther belts. and 
that around every cor ser there 1 someone lurking who 
could kill you for any reason at all. As far as thes os 
concerned, Prestona 1s calm (and predictabic), almost lke 
any other city on the country. Even its well-known Korzo 
8 Not whal i once was pedesinians mostly stroll along a 
road that 1s closed to traffic during the evening hours. 
There are fewer people strotling along the sidewalks on 
the left and nght sides of the street, where at 1s difficult, 
however, to recognize two monolithic. sinctlh «perated 
cthnx groups. Admiticdly. detractors have an answer 
ready for this recent phenomenon: even the few Serbs 
and Montencgrins there have already moved out of 
Pristina. and now no onc 1s different from anyone cise 
when those who are lefi are all the same. 


Things are noticeably more tumultuous in the so-called 
Serman capital of Kosovo, Kosovo Polyc. In that town, 
only 8 kilometers from Pristina. a protest mecting of 
women from that town and several others mm the prov- 
moe was held on 2! October m the Cultural Center, 
before more than 3.000 cxcited citizens and mm the 
presence of the presidents of the Conferences on the 
Social Activity of Women of Yugoslavia, Serta, and 
Kosovo. The mecting was planned as a response to Fadil 
Hoxha’s already famous statement, but also to the 
mecreasingly more frequent verbal and physical < ‘tacks. 
especially against clementary and secondary school chil- 
dren of Sertian and Montenegrin nationality, by thei 
schoolmates and by adult citizens on the other sede of the 
ethnic barner 








the LCY Central Commutice tzd decaded 

to cupe! Hosha from the membecrsiup of 
the LCY Central Commutice and from the Council of the 
Federation. it turncd owt that the women of Kosovo 
Pole were beatedly demanding something that was 
already a fart accomph:. resolved mm a much more author- 
tative place than a rural cultural center. in os other 
aspeci—as a response to repressson by some Albanians— 
the mectong was mmicnded to serve as a sort of culmena- 


some cuted, although during the writeng of thes very 
artacle a solar assembly of women and children was 
taking place m Urosevac (where the flagpole displaying 
the banner of the Albaman nationality was broken) For 
the tome berng. at least for the mcat few days, a 1s cortam 
that there will not be a united boycott of the mmstruction 
of pupils of Sertian and 


senously for some time 


ited in the cyes of the public’ It 1s mo longer a secret that 
im Kosovo Polje things are arranged by a flawlessly 
eee eae feed, te eee 

national question (headed by K. Bulatovec, M. Solovoc, 
and other mostly wcll-cnown names). which. as a result 
of its extraordinary mobilization. 1s capable of gathering 
2-3 thousand citizens to demonstrate im any town m 
Kosovo withen one day The leaders of that sem-tegal 
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orgamizaion usc any scandal wath 2 matvonalrst hess. 
even the shghtcst. 25 an accawon to Sobdeng mectongs at 
which up to S00 cutsdcrs. who do not lwe m the town 


where the assembly os beid. arc gathered through a 
private system of mformation 


Its precesety these traveling demonstrators who are the 
mos mmicresteng Out also the most comtrovermal. part of 
the whole story. Thee cuphorx speeches af town halls 
and cultural cemters are the icast beneficial to the Scrtuan 


shills of some of the speakers would shame many profes- 
there 


the apparently wncontrofied energy m the hall. A 1}- 
year-old child sts meut to the entrance to the Cultural 
Center and sells pumpin and sunflower seeds. just lhe 








seemed to me to be the most symptomatic of the _urrent 
state of mind of those who prepare and attend such 

What I selected had to mect two hasn critena 
Furst, t had to be the more radical speeches. and second. 
it should not be cxceptooms from the rule. some bind of 


Before a brief analysis of the contents of the recorded 


almost all the and which was always loudly 





In accordance with some cretersa of my own, I drveded 


the contents of the speeches mnto eight categornes. and | 
will presemt them in thal systernmatec form. crtrng only a 


few cramples 

| Pathetac stores from secondary school children and 
ther mothers. and capreswons of butternces about 
alleged mistreatment by Albaman students of adult 
citizens. Here are typical quotations from that group “I 
am a young woman. This heart of mune. thes heart, ff 
someone were to open it 1s overflowrng with all of thrs 
How long will there be rapes. murders. and hatred™ 
Then “A tittle while ago | sand that | would go to the 
podiem. | reached 4. but how well I reach freedom” Is 
there any road here mm Kosovo that leads to freedom at 
all” Of. “Some of our frends have been raped by 
Albanians. «t hasn't happened to ws... The dasly facts that 
wr gct from the press and on gencral show how many of 
our frends have been tabbed in clementary second- 


classes were ~ Instruction was therefore emterrupted “be- 
cause they wanted to bill ws” 


b) A young pup! at the Vuk Kardzic school m Prizren 
was raped 


c) An Albanran pupil at the secondary school 
Kima threw some sunflower seeds at a 


#2 
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pothoe. Vhe officer om duty seed that the boy eas 2 menor. 
and that be could “only be fined 30.00) cfd dma 
whach means thal ehocvecr has ¥) (08) can ha « homever 
be wants” 


4d) A pup om Kina on the way from her hows to school. 
™as microcpied four tomes By 2 “man @ 2 car oath a 
foreygn regrstration” who calied out abuwve words to her 
om Albaman — enseliong name 
for Serta) Whee she reported hem to the pole. she was 
told. “We can! do anytheng becewer of the forcage 
regrtravon.” “Thea means.” the pape clauned. “that = 
our Country apvone can Go whatever he wants and ec 
cant even find bum ~ 


c) A doctor spoke shout the “shuw of moeduue for 
separate purposes” at clemecs om Priestema. tateng among 
other thengs that ~Demomsrators of Alhaman natronal- 
sty are treated ke mmvald weterams They have proorty 
mm amy medical treatment. from getteng a hath to emport- 
ung whecicharrs duty-free ~ 


2 Vanows demands and ultematumms addresecd to the 
authorities about curteng the alleged mmequality of S rhs 
and Montenegrims om Kosovo For cxampic 


~—& demaad for “general differentiation” (“We want 
differentiation, from the local communities to the 
opstenas and commuettecs, all the way to the top. To the 
top) 


—A demand for full nghts to mass gatherings (“They tell 
ws to go rato the hall What bend of hall. and what do we 
need with a hall. we want to go owtude. Picase call owt”) 


—A& demand for the equality of the Serbo+ rostian 
language (“Why docs my medical prescription say “djl 
and not “chiid™” Why don! we erie “Bus travel” 
metead of “Me autobus™”) 


—Demands opposing the use of the flag of the Albaman 
nathonalety (My tithe som asked me. “What ms that, 
mama’ When | viet my encle om Montenegro, there 
one flag. When | veert my aunt om Zagreb. there 1 only 
flag But here we have both the cagle and the other one. 
whech « our flag”) And so on 


bey 
beng...” OF, “Artwhows belled Germng the war, but 
butchers our children m peaceteme” (man shouts 
“That's nght™) Or, “Fadl Mowha calls os whores. But 
the whore is the one who sard that ahowut someone cise’ 
But hes wife—what did bes wefe do” Linder the faucet 
flag—— Viva Duce’ or something—she carnes a fine flag 
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she three geay the woo and ‘rutl™ (oud 
applewse and crcs from the audience “When m0 one 
wanted ber. Fadi took ber’) 
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7. Phrases indicatzag the unequai position of Scrbia 
proper in the Yugoslav federation: “My son is chanting 
there and demanding that Kosovo be Serbia. And we will 
be! Until Serbia ts like the rest of the republics. we will 
not have freedom. No, no, no! No longer (stormy 
applause—author’s comment)'” Or. “Why has Serbia 
been fragmented? So that i will be destroyed’ The 
destruction of Serbia is the destruction of Yugoslavia 
(shouts: “That's mght!*)'" Or, “They milk Serbia like a 
cow, but even a cow has to be given something (ovations 
in the audience—author’s commem 


That is what it was like in Kosovo Polje on 21 October. 
Two days later, ai the proviacial SUP [Secretariat for 
Internal Affairs}, 1 visited the PSUP undersecretary, 
Jusuf Karakushi, to check the credibility and try to verify 
official the claims that | have condensed within the first 
category of the contents of the speeches by the women 
activists. As the women themselves emphasized the three 
most serious forms of the mistreatment of their chil- 
dren—murders, rapes, and stabbings—the discussion 
dealt with that subject first. | will present a summary 
supported by official facts that confirmed part of what 
was said, but refuted the rest. 


1. Murders. From April 1981 (1.c.. since the demonstra- 
tions by Albanian separatists and the eruption of the 
counterrevolution) to today two cases of murder have 
been observed in Kosovo in which the perpetrators were 
Albanians and the victims Serbs or Montenegrins (both 
cases occurreé precisely in 1981). During the same 
period, however, there were three murcers in which the 
perpetrators were Serbs or Montenegrins, and the vic- 
tums Albanians. 


2. Rapes. Nct one rape has been reported this year in the 
Kosovo area involving an Albanian man and a Serbian 
or Montenegrin female. Only four attempted rapes have 
been reported, while in the last few months there have 
been eight cases of assault against females of Serbian or 
Montenegrin nationality—cases not subject to criminal 
law, but, as Karakushi states, “they are naturally cxam- 
ples =f violent, offensive behavior and justifiably disgust 
citizens, and so they usually interpret them as attempted 


rapes. ° 


From 1982 to date, 16 rapes have been reported in 
Kosovo in which the victims were Serbs or Montenc- 
grins, and the attackers Albanians (S$ in 1982, 3 in 1983, 
3 in 1984, 2 in 1985, 3 in 1986, and none so far this 
year), as well as—in the same category—19 attempted 
rapes (4 cases in 1982, 2 in 1983. 4 in 1984, 3 n 1985, 2 
in 1986, and 4 this year). During the same period, from 
1982 to date, 136 rapes and 152 attempted rapes were 
reported in which the victims and attackers had the 
opposite ethnic relationship or were of the same nation- 
ality. “Most rapes.” Karakushi says, “occur between 
individuals of the same nationality, i.c.. mostly between 
Albanians, which 1s logical in Kosovo.” 


POLITICAL 


3. Stabbings. During this year there has been one 
attempted murder with a knife in Kosovo (in Pec) (in 
which the attacker was an Albanian and the victrm a 
Serb or Montenegrin). not against a pupil. bul rather a 
student. Also reported was one case of a minor injury. 
but that victem was not a pupil ether. On 16 October. 
however. in Donja Brnica in the Pristina opstina, during 
a mutual quarrel a child of Albanian nationality, a pupil 
in the 7th grade of elementary school. pulled out a knife 
and attacked a pupil in the 6th grade of the same school. 
inflecting a small cut in the middie of his chest. Criminal 
proceedings were imstituted against the child's parents. 


Karakushi mentions that in addition to rapes. attempted 
rapes, and other assaults against females of Serbian or 
Montenegrin nationality, citizens have been disgusied 
and alarmed by various other physical attacks, insults 
(especially on an ethnic basis), ficld damages, etc. “Onc 
must admit.” he said, “that in the last few months, in 
comparison with the same penod last year, criminal acts, 
misdemeanors. and in general unpleasant incidents com- 
mitted against individuals of Serbian and Montenegrin 
nationality by Albanian perpetrators have increased to 
some extent. The SUP authorities are very effective in 
investigating every case. as well as in taking adequate 
measures within their jurisdiction, as shown by assess- 
ments at the level of the service and at the level of official 
political bodies. The fact. however, 1s that a large num- 
ber of incidents are politicized and individual cases are 
generalized. There are also a considerable number of 
cases occurring between individuals of the same nation- 
ality which either are not reported, or if they are report- 
ed, do not clicit any kind of reaction from the citizens.” 


Finally. Jusuf Karakushi, referring to documentation, 
commented on all five examples cited in my notes. 


a) The case of the bomb thrown at the elementary school. 
Karakushr: “This 1s pure disinformation, certainly circu- 
lated in crder to create uncertainty among pupils and the 
public at large.” 


b) The case of the rape of an clementary school student. 
This 1s partially true, since there was actually no rape. It 
has to do with a girl of Serbian nationality in the 8th 
grade and a 7th-grade pupil of Albanian nationality, 
whose “action.” undertaken im the school lavoratory 
during a rest period, was assisted by two of his friends, 
who stood guard in front of the door of the lavoratory. 
According to the provincial SUP report, “when the 
attacker opened the lavoratory door again, the girl was in 
a standing position with her pants pulled down to her 
knees, then the attacker used his mnght hand to touch her 
on the buttocks, and then in leaving he struck her in the 
area of the slomach with the clbow of his left arm.” 


c) The case of the sunflower sceds. The incident 1s truc. 
The director sand what he did thinking that the incident 
did not merit much attention and that it should not be 


made into some kind of problem. Criminal proceedings 
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were instituted against the pupil. Karakushi: “The muili- 
tua Commander to whom the incident was reported 1s of 
Serbian nationality, and one should not be surprised by 
his statement that the pupil could only be fined 3.000 [as 
published] dinars. After all, it 1s well known that a SUP 
officer does not punish anyone. he merely institutes 
misdemeanor or criminal proceedings.~ 


d) The case of the automobile with the forcign registra- 
ton. It 1s true. Karakushi: “The SUP service undcriook 
all available measures to find the vehicle and the person 
who was in it. Esther the vehicle quickly lef the country, 
or the offended girl did not remember the license num- 


ber correctly.” 


¢) The cases of the “misuse of medicine for separatist 
purposes.” Karakushi: “Recently several cases have been 
reported to SUP as a consequence of mistakes by the 
staff at individual medical clinics im Pristina (2-3 cases). 
In spite of the measures undertaken, however, the ser- 
vice did not obtain evidence showing that these were 
deliberate mistakes —and thus. « was a question of 
negligence. The professional services and the appropri- 
ate authorities must assess the nature of the other 
mistakes and shortcomings found at the clinics in 
Pristina, in Comparison with clinics at centers outside 
Kosovo.” 


Pristina, 23 October. About 20 guests of the Grand 
Hotel, mostly Albanians, gathered on the first bench in 
front of the television, watched with resigned silence a 
television report (in “Daily News”) on the | 2th mecting 
of the Provincial Commitice of the Kosovo LC. No one 
commented on anything aloud. although 1 was apparent 
that they were confused and concerned. An atmosphere 
of extreme uncertainty was created in Pristina by the 
expulsion of several prominent high officials in Kosovo 
from membership in the LC. only two days after the 
decision of the highest party body im the country that 
Fadil Hoxha would be expelled from the LCY Central 
Committee and the Council of the Federation. Citizens 
of Albanian nationality were withdrawn and everyone 
refused to discuss this subject. It seems that what con- 
cerns the majority of Kosovars the most is not so much 
the party's actions against their best known leaders, as 
what could follow in the near future, according to their 
darkest predictions, especially since one participant in a 
discussion at the recent meeting of the Belgrade party's 
City Committee noted, with respect to Kosovo, that “the 
State , wholeness and integrity were also being defended 
by other means, and primarily by other means, since 
political means were not enough” (POLITIKA high- 
lighted part of his speech). 


If we were to try to summarize the anxictics of the 
average Pristina resident of Albanian nationality in 2-3 
sentences, we would arrive at several rhetorical ques- 
tions that for the time being are hovering menacingly 
without an answer. How, and with what emphases, can 
one logically connect the recent party proceedings 
against Dragisa Pavlovic. the party proceedings against 
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Fadil Hoxha and other Kosovo leaders. and in the third 
place. the militant women’s movement in Kosovo Poljc 
and its environs’? Why was Fadi! Hoxha’s tasteless staic- 
ment only being discussed now. and not when he said 
it—.¢., 7 whule months ago’ Did Hoxha really say what 
is being attnbuted to him. and why are notes on an 
informal conversation in a tavern almosphere being used 
as the final trump in settling accounts with a high 
political figure? Who needs this. and where 1s 11 leading” 
In the opimon of Pristina sociologist Gyerg: Rrapi. the 
director of the Inststute for Philosophy and Sociology. 
the scandal over Hoxha’s statement 1s to say the Icast 
“unconvincing.” The extent to which Hoaisa, during his 
career, advocated the secession of Kosovo from Yugo- 
slavia, and how much he really did along those lines, 1s 
another story. 


It ss believed in Pristina that the commitice for the 
Serbian and Montenegrin national question in Kosovo 
Polje 1s only an extension of the aggressive Serbian 
nationalist faction present within part of the republic 
bureaucracy, which naturally counts on using this “pop- 
ular movement” in an atmosphere of constant pressures 
to coerce a more radical change in the Const:tution than 
the one proposed by the SFRY Presidency. It 1s assumed 
that the main goal of that faction is, if not the climina- 
tion, at least the substantial limitation of the autonomy 
of Kosovo, with the minimal program being approxi- 
mately a return to the principles of the 1963 constitu- 
won. If incident after incident were created, ic., the 
specific extraordinary situation in the province were to 
continue without respite, the provincial leadership. 
according to these predictions, would at some point have 
to give in to the pressures, or otherwise the current 
extraordinary situation would simply evolve into some- 
thing different, which the member of the Belgrade City 
Committee oSviously had in mind when he spoke about 
“primarily other means, and not political ones.” The 
residents of Pristina are therefore wondering what is 
meant by the demonstrators’ slogan “We will give our 
lives, but we will not give up Kosovo,” which in the last 
few days has been quoted in the mass media as a 
progressive demand par excellence. They ask, “Who 
would they have to give up Kosovo to anyway, when 
everyone knows who lives there?” 


All of thes leads to the conclusion that on the everyday 
political scene in Kosovo, Serbian nationalism is cur- 
rently more aggressive, more organized. and more prom- 
inent than Albanian nationalism, precisely because it has 
taken over part of the mass media (which does not mean 
that the balance of forces could not change again tomor- 
row). The situation 1s thus fundamentally different from 
the first half of the 1980's, and if anything is unchanged, 
it 1s the methods of action, because just as the Albanian 
irredentists in the spring of 1981 exploited students and 
pupils, who went out into the streets and waved “Kosovo 
republic” slogans, now the Serbian and Montenegrin 
demonstrators are also manipulating their children, put- 
ting them in the front ranks of their columns (among the 
women in Kosovo Poljc, the term “children’s company” 
18 already im use). 
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Pristina residents of Albanian nationality are suppress- 
ing their dissatisfaction, asking themselves how they 
would be treated if they merely arrived at the idca of 
Organizing their own mectings and demonstrations in 
response to what happened in Kosovo Polje. This will 
probably not happen in the foreseeable future since the 
provincial authorities, who are now also being assisted 
by a special militia detachment from the Federal Secre- 
tariat for Internal Affairs, are in control of the situation. 
So far citizens of Serbian and Montenegrin nationality 
have been allowed to do whatever they want (with 
respect to political freedoms), just so that they would not 
have another argument to prove their “lack of freedom.” 
but for a long time now the state apparatus has been very 
strict toward Albanians. The sociopolitical forces and 
security services nip in the bud any attempt by ith. m to 
act publicly outside official institutions. 


These days, a special rule of etiquette is being circulated 
around Pristina, half in jest and half seriously, which 
says: when a Serb gets on the bus, the Albanians should 
form a circle around him to make sure thal no onc sicps 
on his foot during the trip, since who knows how thal 
could be interpreted. Albanian irredentists, whose main 
center 1s in Switzerland. enjoy such anecdotes and wait 
patiently for their next five minutes and the time to 
answer counteroffensive with counteroffensive. Further- 
more, one should not neglect the activity of the present 
but concealed irredentists, whose perfidious activity is 
still forcing many Serbs and Montenegrins to emigrate 
from Kosovo, and is als encouraging various forms of 
“closing ranks” and uniting. There are many symbiotic 
actions and reactions im a mutual encouragement of 
nationalism. 


How Many Albanians Want a Kosovo Republic 


“The idea of joining Kosovo to Albania.” onc Pristina 
intellectual told me, “is not absent in Kosovo, and we 
know who advocates it: it 1s the irredentists. The intel- 
ligentsia, however, advocates something cise: normal 
contacts with Albania within the framework of the 
casting Yugoslavia, having books from Albania, being 
able to travel to Albania just as we travel to Belgrade, 
having friends there just as we have in Belgrade, cic. We 
have a logical need for an Albanian cultural area, a need 
which should not be politicized, as 1s usually done. An 
Albanian studies institute, for example. cannot cxist in 
Kosovo without being connected with the results of such 
scholarship in Albania. During the perind of the inten- 
sive flow of information and movement of personne! 
between Pristina and Tirane, before the 1981 demon- 
strations, Kosovo had a much greater influence on 
Albania than vice versa. Professors and scholars from 
Albania saw with their own cyes what our political 
freedoms and standard of living were like, and this 
naturally influenced the disillusionment of their dog- 
matic beliefs, and had an erosive effect upon the political 
system there. In that sense, our breaking off contacts 
with Albania was more beneficial to Albania than to 
Kosovo, i.c., to Yugoslavia.” 
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Another question, however, 1s how many Alban:ans in 
Kosovo would like their province to achieve the formal 
Status of republic, and how much the real repressions 
against the Serbian and Montenegrin population are 
leading in that direction. So far no one has conducted 
any precise research or survey on this, co only surmuses 
are possible. Toward the end of the NOB. when 1 was 
decided which territornal units im the future socialist 
Yugoslavia should be republics and which should be 
provinces, there was no political force in the territory of 
Kosovo that could formulate and legitimize that ques- 
tron on the basis of a broad national position. There was 
no clectoral base, and no adrquate program or stratcgy. 
which are the preconditions for the democratic formula- 
tion of political demands. They were created in Kosovo 
considerably later. in the late 1960's and especially in the 
1970's, but then irredentism also flourished, and its 
actions in many respects sposled things for more moder- 
ate forces who advocated full equality for the Albanian 
nationality in Yugoslavia. 


“That demand.” according to Shkeizen Maliqi, one of 
Pristina’s leading intellectuals, a philosopher and editor 
of the journal FJALA (his father was the minister of 
internal affairs in the province from the summer of 1981, 
two months after the separatist demonstrations, to 
1984). “the demand that Kosovo should become a 
republic, aroused a great deal of political anger and even 
hysteria, and there were no rational considerations and 
reasoned opposition. Naturally, the advocates of this 
demand have not been particularly rational in justifying 
it esther. Nevertheless, one must bear in mind the 
fundamental difference with respect to the possibility of 
articulating positions. The opponents of the idea of a 
Kosovo republic have at their disposal almost al! of the 
news media, and they very stubbornly reject any public 
discussion of this. They think that they have to respond 
10 any attempt to raise the issue of a republic publicly 
only by police methods, since this 1s allegedly an unac- 
ceptable and counterrevolutionary demand that will lead 
to the breakup of Yugoslavia. Most Yugoslav Albanians 
are not exactly disposed to speak out on this in public. 
They do not take a position either for or against it. 
Admittedly, progressively onented Albanians have 
accepted by plebiscite the LCY Platform on Kosovo and 
all of the documents adopted since 1981, but the prevail- 
ing public impression 1s Pevertheless that this plebiscite 
position conceals a certain amount of reservations. 1.c.. 
that the position taken was more of a ritualistic onc, and 
in essence was feigned.” 


In response to a question about how he personally 
viewed that problem, i.c.. whether he leaned toward the 
idea of a Kosovo republic, Maliqi answered in a way that 
characterizes the views of the young, progressively ori- 
ented Kosovo intelligentsia, which 1s equally critical of 
its “own” and the Serbian political bureaucracy for their 
mutual haggling. of which it by no means has a positive 


opinion. 





interests of the Albar 

advocates of that sdean . * “ ans im Kosovo will 
secure the status of an eg . > tan the Yugoslav 
federation only if they w cit staic. A Kosovo 
republic 1s seen as a guara: ‘autonomy and 
sovereignty of Albanians, 1 « ‘gument that 
they cite in favor of that s number and 
density of the Albanians in Ki J * for the de⸗ 
ofa Kosovo republic io e re·· « 2s <- the Serbian 
republic would have to give “© atts. ss titory, to 
which it has a sovereign nght more fy >.> =a than for 
ethnic reasons. The essence of the A - We os thus 
an ctatist one. One national ctatismh another, 
and they mutually challenge and wh other. 


hatred, and even to a real war and bloodshed. The calls 
to war that have been increasingly beard recently are not 
coincidental, because the calls to armed conflict are a 


predictable consequence of the ctatrst manipulations of 
national interests.” 


Where the Solution Is 


am afraid that it is too late for rational solutions. The 
maniacs are armed to the teeth.” 


Maliqi 1s thus a pessimist, since he feels that within the 
limits of the existing conflict, to put it simply, at the level 
of a nation and a national minority, of two “statchood™ 
entities, a conflict that is escalating more and more 
bitterly, there 1s no adequate solution in sight. The 
question of Kosovo has obviously been viewed upside 
down in our political practice, but 1 seems that this has 
not yet been noticed by those who are most qualified to 
think and make decisions soberly and rationally. In its 
latest issue, NIN rightly noted that “policy docs not have 
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to adapt is action to the attstude of every public opin- 
on.” and that “there 1s pustifiabic fear when some policy 
refers too much to the ‘people’ (it 1s as though history has 
not taught us anything.~ 


BORBA 1s also mght when warns of the “quassdemo- 
cratic Kosovo differentsatson™ that has turned ito a 
cheap fanning of phrascmongering tghtrope-walking. 
After all, we have seen in the first part of thes article how 
part of the peopic. or the “peopic™ (understood as an 
abstract, wrateonal concep! thal 1s supposed to serve the 
everyday politics mm Guestion as a source of legitimacy) 
reasons. A far more scriows question 1s how and why this 
happened. Certainly the Serbian peopic cannot be sden- 
fied with the shouts of a group of disonented agitators. 
no matter how large and organized i 1s, just as no other 
people ss or can be any sort of amorvhous collective 
being for whom a false monolithism of the political 
Structure can serve as a happy path to the future. It is a 
abic. 1 would be a disastrorss historical mistake if one 
imyustice were to be answered by another, possibly even 
greater. 


“The Albanian and Scrinan peoples.” many Pristina 
residents unafflicted by national frustrations might say. 
“have no other solution but to establish normal rela- 
tions, and im domg so. no one should have to pay any 
historical accounts.” 


While such accounts are unfortunaicly still serving many 
hotheads as a starting point for determining a strategy, 
with the greedy irrationalism of the energy accumulated 
in the Kosovo Polje cultural center serving as a green 
light. young Kosovars, those who care about the real 
prosperity of the province and all of Yugoslavia, would 
rather talk about something cise. About freedoms, the 
values of civil society and the dignity of the individual. 
for example. They complain about their “own” political 
bureaucracy, because according to them, it has tradition- 
ally been the most intolerant im the country, with an 
authoritarian mentality. so that Kosovo Albanians are 
really fortunate that they live im a Yugoslavia within 
which the provincial authorities have to moderate their 
“original” criteria. The cadre base in Kosovo 1s very 
norrow, and any more prominent figure has a change of 
making a political career, provided that he is obedient 
and accepts the imposed prevailing model of conduct. 
The cultural sphere has not been emancipated from 
politics, as in our other republics and provinces, and so 
it 1s smpossible to progress in scholarly work unless one 
belongs to the milicu of the powerful. The critical 
intelligentsia, on the other hand, is in its infancy, but 
even $0 it is Constantly under control. 


An alternative cultural scene, so to speak, does not exist. 
Rock is still fighting for limited civil rights, since it rs still 
believed in Kosovo today that it 1s a degenerate quasiart 
that spoils young people and—a Kosovo specialty— 
“does not suit our cthnopsychology.” The provincial 
Stage 1s therefore dominated by the semi-nationalist 
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contemporary folk groups headed by the singers Shkuric 
Fejza. Nazmic Hoxha. and others, who. by synthesizing 
Albanian folklore and inflammatory cpic contents. bring 
their followers al concerts to ecstasy. helping them in a 
relatively acceptable manner to free themscives of all 
their present repressed feelings. This so-called trend of 
“cifielization.” named after the two-stringed instrument 
whose “cthopsychological™ vibrations influence their 
users more effectively than the voluptuous curves of the 
singers. have nevertheless not received the mght of 
ciuzenship on television, which the rockers are so far 
skillfully exploiting by filling their hole in the program. 


Kosovo youth, which 1s somewhere in the gap between 
achieving newer and newer amounts of freedom and 
better, more endurable living conditions, and adhcring 
to the imposed model of politcal conduct that says “an 
eye for an cye and a tooth for a tooth,” 1s losing faith in 
better days. and surrendering to indifference or dark 
forebodings. Really—is a civil war a possible conse- 
quence of the Kosovo syndrome’? Those who are most 
familiar with the situation im the province doubt the 
possibility of such an outcome, at least in the foresecablic 
future. They comment that in order for there to be a civil 
war, there must be two parties, two armies, for cxamplc 
a separatist and a umonrst one (provided that there are 
no organized institutions and instruments of authority in 
Yugoslavia as a whole, which 1s obviously stupid), and 
that 1s not the case in Kosovo. All indications are that the 
Albanian irredentists are by no means capable of dictat- 
ing conditions to Yugoslavia. And as for the possibility 
of a more radical solution to the Kosovo question. 
intervention by the Yugoslav state itself 1s more realistic: 
that intervention, however, :f 1 turned out to discrimi- 
nate against the Albanian nationality, could in later 
stages lead to serious resistance from the threatened side. 
which could then turn into a civil war. Furthermore, one 
should not negiect the international component of the 
assumed developments, in which some forcign power 
could interfere, for example, through Albania, because 
Kosovo, together with Albania, ts an extremely impor- 
tant strategic point. 


During the past assernblics and mectings in Kosovo 
Polje and neighboring towns, one could hear from the 
leaders of the so-called “popular movement” that the 
mass departure of Serbs and Montencgrins from the 
province was an accomplished fact. After leaving the 
Cultural Center and going out into the cool, autumn 
nighttime atmosphere of Kosovo Pohe, however. some- 
thing suddenly changed in the temperament of the 
previously hotheaded and tireless activists. In the cold 
fog along the road to Pristina. cach of them, shivering a 
little because of the sudden change in tempcrature. 
sought to get home as soon as possible. Perhaps the 
coming winter, which 1s expected to be severe, will force 
each of them and their husbands to think things over 
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Letter to Serbian LCCC Denouncing Pavlovic 
Dismissal Reviewed 


2800038 Zaerch DAN AS in Serbo-Croatian 
17 Now 87 pp 19-20 


[Artucte by DANAS edrtoral board: “Lingurstic Pitfalls 
of Stalinrsm™] 


[Text] A few days ago the eighth picnum of the Serbian 
LC Central Commutice [LCCC]. at which Dragisa Pav- 
lovec was replaced. was suppicmenied by another subsc- 
quent discussion. The onc who spoke up was the 
respected Yugoslav architect Bogdan Bogdanovic, a 
member of the Serbian LOCC and until recently the 
mayor of Belgrade. He sent his comments, drafted on 60 
typed pages. under the ttle of “Linguistic Pitfalls of 
Stalintsm—Letter to the Central Commitice of the Ser- 
bian LC ™ to the Presedium of the Serbian LCCC as his 
contritutson to a discussion which circumstances did not 
permu him to attend (at the time. he was in Sofia, at the 
formal mauguration of the recently established Interna- 
tronal Academy of Architecture—lAA—of which he 1s 
one of the first 40 regular members). Bogdanovic asked 
the Presidium to have the Ictier reproduced and for- 
warded to all members of the forum to which he belongs. 


Why did Bogdanovic decide to write his undelivered 
remarks, and what docs he say mm them”? 


Political Paralinguistics 


“| believe that such a mecting has never before been 
observed in the history of the communist movement. 
The passion with which, in Acsopian language. the 
crooked Drina was made straight and the straight was 
made crooked (an caprission that apparently should be 
heard more often}—there really was too much of such 
passion. It could be compared, | think, only to the 
passion of Stalin's lingurstic diatribes, in which, toward 
the end of hus life, he rssued instructions not only on 
what should be said (which was im any case clear), but 
also on how ut should be said.” Paviovic, in the opinion 
of Bogdan Bogdanovic, distanced himself from that 
linguistic monolithism, which is one of the reasons for 
his political excommunication. “Yes, dear comrades, it 
iS just as | said: a young man, a political writer at the very 
beginning of his extraordinary career as a political essay- 
ist, was immediatcly condemned irrevocably for an 
offense of language... an offense of undesirable, aishon- 
est, and unorthodox language. and if | may be completely 
frank, you condemned him by a majority of votes’ Such 
a condemnation is an obvious precedent in our political 
culture, and that is precisely why. a: a precedent, i 
arouses very great concern im me.” 


Bogdanovic’s concern 1s not due solely to the attempts at 
forcible linguistic unification. He 1s primarily concerned 
over the broader context and subtext. And that 1s the 
“increasingly clearer breakdown in communications 
between us (us in Serbia) and the leftist intelligentsia in 
Europe. and especially in Yugoslavia... As far as Europe 
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is Concerned, we are situated in a modern world of 
imnumerable codes and ambiguities. Bul on a small scale 
as well, we are living im a country of ambigurtees and 
cultural polysemy. Are we really unable to sec how much 
harm has been done to us im the past. starting as carly as 
1918 (perhaps even carler), and further on, all the way 
up to yesterday and all the way up to the present 
moment, by our (Serbian. Serbs from Serbia proper. 
Serbian-Montenegnn. Orthodox-Georgian) obsession 
with a single uniform code and the even more obsessive 
pernicious uchronia (or utopia) of one sound, a “mono- 
lithic sound?” 


Analyzing in partscular certain speeches at the plenum. 
Bogdanovic recalls that “one of the irrefutable wisdoms 
of Stalin's political paralingurstics 1s that not exactly 
simple truth to which | have already called your atten- 
tion, comrades, namely, that terror 1s indicated prima- 
rily in the environment of words.” This environment is 
not just the words uttered at the plenum, however. bul 
also the words that reached the plenum through the 
“PTT [postal. telephone. and telegraph] galaxy.” ic.. 
telegrams. 


“As you know, telegrams arrived at the plenum. | looked 
over 50 copies: I will not even attempt to establish any 
systematic glossary, although I assert that this would be 
a task for at least one of the ideological commissions of 
the Serbirn LOCC, since otherwise, my comrades, how 
will we know where the essence of uncertainty hes? I will 
only attempt to conjure up for you the stylistic frame- 
work (to evoke it for you, since I assume that you have all 
read the telegrams). For example. “The speeches by 
Paviovic, Stambolic, Vasa Milincevic, and Ikonic, to put 
it mildly, can be equated with the counterrevolution in 
Kosovo.... They have actually driven the Serbian people 
to weeping and helpless mourning..... Or, “So far only 
suspicions have existed... about who was responsible for 
the destructive policy...” and so that there will finally be 
no more doubt of any kind, it enumerates such and such 
a person, such and such a person, such and such a 
person. and “those who think the same way they do.“ 
Or—just remember! and such a person (1 will leave out 
the name of the petitioner) ‘asks Slobodan Milosevic to 
leave the matter to the rank and file,” because, it 1s stated, 
‘when Borislav Srebric spoke, people spat at the radio...” 
Then, the petitioner ‘once again asks Comrade Milose- 
vic... to hold out against the trash of this country... The 
Stylistic framework im all three cases is the primary 
‘threshold of meaning.” It denotes things, but it also 
detonates them.” 


“| am afraid of the idea that this ominous PTT-oldspeak 
wave 1S perhaps not even a renewed, expanded, and 
popularized version of ordinary party vocabulary in the 
past, but rather a very definite throwback to the New- 
speak of that time, when it was still quite virulent, while 
it was truly serving its primary, Orwellian function, and 
was, of course, entirely in the service of Big Brother.” 
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Bogdanovic then recalls the ume when he and Bata 
Uvalic, in the building of today’s Madera restaurant 
(then the party's City Commiutice), edited, corrected, and 
changed the meaning of the tciegrams which groups of 
students from Belgrade had sent to Josif Visannonovich 
Stalin, and which were forwarded to them from the post 
office before they were sent. “These were usually tcie- 
grams of support. full of revolutionary bravery. while the 
lexical apparatus was frighteningly (frighicningly from 
today's perspective) similar or even compictely sdentical 
to today's expressions... Just as there are today. then 
there were ‘progressive’ and ‘advanced’ forces. the 
expression “healthy forces’ was not yet in circulation...” 
“There were.” Bogdanovic continucs, “also “brave cum- 
mun’st fighters.” and ‘false communists. and mentions 
of “factionalists’ and “‘phrasemongers’ and “unmasking. 
and a great deal more of what was resurrected (only 
linguistically”) 40 years later.” “Tito’s name was not 
mentioned, just as (for reasons clear to mc) it was not 
mentioned in any of these 50 tclegrams whose copies | 
have before me.... The PTT-galaxy ts both a quite new 
phenomenon and a very old one—i depends on how 
things are seen and from what side. and the above- 
mentioned telegrams to Josif Visarronovich Stalin show 
how much one must be careful about telegrams. since 
beginning with the Ems dispatch [which was altered by 
Bismarck before publication and thus contributed to the 
Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71] no one has ever really 
known who has sent them and whether someone has 
enhanced them a little along the way.” 


“Consequently, on the basis of this linguistic eruption in 
the telegrams (but also in the plenum, admiticdly). | 
conclude that the crisis 1s much more profound than any 
of us has thought, and | conclude that it 1s a crisis of 
political awareness, and perhaps of our (Serbian, or 
Serbian proper) crisis of awareness in general.” 


Serbia is Tired 


Horrified by the facile restoration of some “of Stalin's 
and Stalinistic matrices of speech.” analyzing only the 
most prominent expressions used by many speakers at 
the plenum, Bogdan Bogdanovic, in the second part of 
his letter to the Serbian LCCC, offers a sort of Stalinist 
Glossary, the first Stalinist Dictionary. “All of these “key 
words’ (which have so far unlocked or decided many 
peoples’ fates) cither have a direct Stalinist provenance. 
or are Stalinist in spirit. All of them, through prolonged 
diachroni, usage, have accumulated in themselves an 
excessive energy of obsession, fear, linguistic terrorism. 
or at least unbearable linguistic (and logical) lies and 


Stylistic hypocrisy...” 


Then Bogdanovic next attempts to explain the political 
context of about 30 of the most used expressions: alle- 
gory. allusion, relativization, composition, conduct. 
message, character, person, anti-party, nationalistic, 
confrontation, unity, battle, etc. 
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In the final part of his ietter, Bogdanovic refers to the 
plenum’s discussions of leaders and leadership in Serbia. 
and he concludes: 


“If Seria 1s ured, my dear comrades. you know nt well. 
just as | 49. and just as we all know u. Serbia 1s truly 
tered, but not just of its leaders (1f m ewer did have truc 
and wise teachers and icaders), but ut 1s also tured of 
semi-ieaders, and mediocre leaders, which ot has always 
had in enviable (and satisfying) numbers—and 1 has 
never lacked them yet. Our Mother Serbia 1s tired of the 
leaders that docs not have. and of their story-iclling 


severely overpoliticized semi-intelligentsia. 


“To put ut briefly, a 1s tired of ts Own political ‘posi- 
tions’ and of its native “oppositions.” And Scrtia is 
definitely ured of the haters of knowledge and resigned 
to the cxoduses of the talented people who Icave Serbia 
and Yugoslavia every year, in greater numbers than the 
Serbs and Montencgrins leaving Kosovo, cursed by 
unemployment, but also by the unconcealed hatred of 


worthiess and incompetent people. 


everyday politics. It 1s tired of rts own history, which it 
does not understand and which amazes it. It 1s tired of 
the difficult, tragic, and possibly even senseless wars that 
it has waged, and i 1s even more tired of the foolish 
apotheosis of those wars and of the trumpets and drums 
which, even at the end of the 20th century, still resound 
im its spirit and hearing. 


“Serbia 1s tired of rts fear of abstractions, and above all, 
it 1s tired of its simplified reasoning, of its concretism.... 
the most non-concrete in the world. It 1s tired of factories 
that do not operate and will not begin operation: it is 
tired of neglected and corrupted cities. of a polluted 
natural environment and porsoned rivers... Serbia in the 
East, Serbia on the margins of civilization, is tired of a 
civilization that has never really touched i. 


“Serbia os tired of self, of its provincialism, of is 
provincial self-destruction.... No, this 1s not deconstruc- 
tion, but rather an irrevocable self-destruction, a self-de- 
struction by means of a panic of others, a self-destruction 
by means of an irrevocable dissension with others... It 1s 
a self-destruction through heterophobia and mysoneism. 
it 18 an autodestruction by shutting ourselves up within 
the vicious circles of our own fictions, which are more 
and more surely promising us the more and more certain 
fate of the late Balkan Indians in Europe.... Serbia is 
tired of the unnecessary force of the savage words that 
are setting it against itself and the world in which 11 lives. 
Serbia 1s tired of sts quarrel with a Europe that it neither 
knows nor understands, of its quarrel! with a Central 
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Europe ihal i scorns and despises. and it 1s ured of is 
incxphicable anc comic Austrophobia.. 99 years after 
everything... It is tired of its casiern option. of its 
populism, of us Slavophilism. of ms mini-messianic 
all-iberating obsession. 1 1s tired of sts all-natsonal and 
all-progressive Promethcuses. of rts cternal orthodoay. of 
its political orthodoxy aad orthodoxy of every other 
kind... 


“Serbia 1s as tired as 1 can possibly be, and a 1s therefore 
vulnerable to delusion. 1 1s vulnerable to enchantments 
and to seif-cnchantments. When the magical skills of 
carefully selected and linked words to which u has been 
accustomed for so long fail 11, 1 struggics helpicssly mm the 
toils of symbols and symbolism.  cntangics ssclf and 
docs not disentangle iscif, and when its scif-cnclosed 
Georgian vocabulary 1s not sufficient to capress its lack 
or understanding of the world in which ut lives. a 
constructs its own handy symbolic vocabularnes. and 
unnecessarily dividing its soul, tears itself apart 
between semiophilia and vemophobia And in the end 1 
is deceived, made a fool of, and humiliated by the tricks 
of its undereducated iconodules and confused sono- 
clasts.” 


Finally, Bogdanovic comments on the more and more 
frequent official denials of the existence of a so-called 
blacklrst un Serbia of undesirable politicians and journal- 
sts, which allegedly contains 170 names. and says, 
“Well, comrades, you have convinced me—there are no 
such lists, and there are no eccentric or undesirable 
people among us. Good, but then, in any case. please put 
me on those lists of yours. Put me on, becouse | would 
rather have my name read one day on those hypothetical 
lists of yours of suspicious people, than on some other 
and different lists (of history)... the lists of completely 
unsuspicious peopic.~ 


Although so far there have been no official reactions, 
there 1s no doubi that the letter sent to the Serman LOCC 
by its member Bogdan Bogdanovic will be the subycct of 
new discussions and even conflicts. Bogdanovic obvi- 
ously expects them, because in 2 postscript he writes the 
follow: 


ne 


“In order to make your work casier, and since this whole 
ietter was written in defense of the freedom of language 
(symbolically, in this very year of Vuk's anniversary), | 
wrote it in my own unhindered free languge, which | 
have written and for 40 years in a row now. You 
decide whether it, like Paviovic’s language. deserves any 
harsh or possibly even terrible sanctions.” 


(Selected and prepared by the editors) 
[Box, p 19} 
Is This Tito’s Yugoslavia’ 


Someone put it well: “Comrades, do not put out a fire 
with gasoline’ But nevertheless, two or three days after 
that statement about the burning of Guberevac (the 
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Beigrade hospital for the na atally il—author’s com- 
ment) we all saw one evening on the TV daily news how 
gasoline was being poured not only on sdcas but also on 
peopic.... Comrades, did you see that news program. and 
aren't you ashamed’—I am ashamed’ What encrgy of 
hatred, what explosion of anger. what blows of twisted 
arguments were aimed at a man whose culture. know!l- 
cdge. and honesty no onc. even among those present, has 
ever doubted—but the blows were apparenily so passion- 
ate for that very reason. Is 1 truce that just before this. 
Ivan Stojanovic was im the hospital for seven days 
because of heart problems” If that 1s so. then the event 
could be interpreted as an attempt at murder in front of 
the cameras. Bul 1 was a question of a commonplace 
change im directors. In the new Yugoslavia. even war 
criminals have been tried while respecting thei funda- 
mental human mghts. Nevertheless. what insults this 
man had to listen to, and what bursts of words infused 
with hatred’... I think that this television news program 
should be repeated for all Yugoslav centers, and submut- 
ted for a referendum with the single question. “Is this 
Tito’s Yugoslavia” 


[Box, p 20} 
Who We Are and What We Are 


On several occasions after his fall (you will recall whose) 
I had the opportunity to press his hand on the street or im 
a cafe. in the name of human dignity. his and my own. | 
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would have done the same thing for Zozef Fuse. the 
commander from Otranto. who truly had somewhat 
more sense than our ill-fated internal affairs command- 
cr... But the question now 1s—who are we, and what arc 
we” I have in mind above all last century's gatherings of 
mourners at the grave of Cvetko Prebyac, uc.. Cvetko 
Rajoyvic, and Milos’s Fuse. | know about the event from 
the stones cf my mother. while Slobodan Jovanovic. 
probably because he was a devoted follower of Obreno- 
vic, did not record that scandal. Bul now the question 
again 1s—who are we, and what are we, and what kind of 
people are we that admire ministers of police? 2nd so 
recently, un the wake of crazy events, our comrades were 
also at the grave of our co:amander from Otranto. 
Aleksandar Rankovic, and this did not amaze or frighten 
anvonc 


It os difficult to avon recalling the midnight liturgics 
over the fresh grave of a tragic young man who had the 
honor (and duty) of occupying the honorable post of 
minister of police in postrevolutionary Serbia... Have 
we ever danced a ceremonial funcral dance (an old 
Balkan ritual of identification with the deceased) over 
the grave of any of our ministers of education, or 1s the 
practice of new rituals still ahead of us” 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CSSR: Changes in Foreign Currency Deposits 
Announced 


AU 262617 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Croech 
22 Jan 88 p 2? 


{Interview with Frantisek Pavelka. CSSR deputy 
ministcrof finance, by RUDE PRAVO staff journalist 
Svatopluk Smutny: “Three Questrons—Three Answers, 
Accounts in Foreign Currencies”—date and place not 
given) 


[Text] Foreign currency accounts for our citizens were 
introduced in 1970. Now. there 1s a change regarding 
their openning. We asked Docent Engineer Frantisck 
Pavelka, candidate of scrences. CSSR deputy minister of 
finance. to caplain the purpose of this change. 


[Smutny] To begin with. what are the aforementioned 
accounts? 


[Pavelka] Foreign currencies accounts for the citizens 
were introduced in 1970. These accounts in freely con- 
vertible currencies are meant for citizens, not institu- 
tons. There have been certain restrictions on the ope n- 
ing and usc of these accounts until now. With the freer 
tourism and the contact among nations im general, the 
opportunity of having one of these accounts will be 
substantially expanded as of | April 1988. 


[Smutny] How does such account come into being” 


[Pavelka] All remittances in freely convertible currencies 
obtained by a Czechoslovak citizen from abroad—for 
example, inheritances, gifts, fees and royalties, or pen- 
sions—<can be deposited into accounts in freely conver- 
ible currencies. Moreover, compared with the past, a 
Crechosiovak citizen can deposit into these account 
freely convertible currency which he saved, in the course 
of his official travel or shorter trips abroad. from his 
mcome (wages. per-<diems, and such). No permission ts 
necessary to open such account, only a document aticst- 
ing to the legal acquisition of foreign currency. As long as 
a citizen cannot prove that it was acquired legally, bank 
will not open such account, 1 will only pay the value of 
foreign currency in Kes or issue Tuzex vouchers for it. 
Sums remaining in foreign currency accounts will bear 
interest im the currency mm which the account has been 
opened—2, 3, or 4 percent, according to the term of the 
deposits notice (same as for savings books). A Czecho- 
slovak citizen can have more than one account, in 
various currencies, or can have different currencies paid 
into a single account. 


[Smutny] How can the accounts be used” 


[Pavelka] There « a number of possibilitics—to 
exchange it for Tuzex vouchers, for shopping abroad 


through the Tuzex foreign trade organization, in some 
cases also for direct shopping abroad (for czampic. for 
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medicines. magazines. and such). He also can use his 
foreign currency account to pay for trips abroad orga- 
nized by tourrst burcaus or for a stay at a spa abroad. He 
can also use the account to pay for individual trips 
abroad. including his family members. the conditions 
being similar to those when travelling on foreign cur- 
rency allocation. From the bank's viewpoint the number 
of yourncys 15 not lumuted, the only umportant thing 1s the 
sum in currency im the account. However, here I! 
would like to say that the modalities of foreign travel on 
the basis of the receipt of gifts im freely convertbic 
currencies for the purpose of travel under the decree of 
the Federal Ministry of Finance of 11 November 1987 
are not affected by this measure. 


CSSR Hopes To Call Economic Forum in Prague 
LD291422 Prague CTK in Enelish 
1359 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Text] Prague Jan 29 (CTK)}—Crechoslovakia ranks 
among the most active members of the U_N. Economic 
Commission for Europe. its executive secretary Gerald 
Hinteregger said here today at a press conference at the 
end of his visit to Czechoslovakia. 


He said hes three-day visit had met his expectations. He 
had fruitful talks with several members of the Czecho- 
slovak Government, including Deputy Premier Jaromir 
Obzina and Forcign Minister Bohuslav Chnoupek. and 
heard about the main intentions in the economy and the 
principles of the economic reform im this country. 


In the present pervod of improved international aimo- 
sphere, the United Nations member states can be 
expected to attach even greater significance to the U.N. 
Economic Commission and the U.N. as a whole im the 
development of cast-west cooperation. Gerald Hintereg- 
ecr said as he spoke in favor of new forms of cooperation 
between western and castern firms. imcluding joimt 
development and production and jornt ventures. 


Speaking about Czechoslovakia’s proposal to organize 
an economic forum im Praguc. he recalled that a similar 
proposal came from West Germany. It 1s necessary to 
wait for the stand to be given in the final document of the 
Vienna follow-up meeting of the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. In any case the U.N. Eco- 
nomic Commission for Europe 1s ready to play an active 
role in the preparations and course of the forum and the 
implementation of its conclusions. 


CSSR: Joint Venture With Brazil Planned 
40 281753 Praewe MLADA FRONT A in Coech 
Jan 88 pl 


[“fa™- signed report: “Will Coke's Throne Be Shaken?” ] 


[Text] From the viewport of the ordinary consumer, 
Amazoma—a soft drink made of guarana. a tropical fruit 
whose stimulating effect was discovered by Indians of 
the Amazonas region—is likely to become the greatest 
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attraction of the 2-<day exhibition of Brazilian goods that 
opened in Prague yesterday. The exhibition was pre- 
pared by the Brazthan-C zechoslovak Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry last fall. Amazonia will serve as an 
cxample of the new relations. lt will be produced m 
cooperation with Czechoslovak producers of nonalco- 
holic beverages. within the framework of a jyount venture, 
not only for our consumers. but also for caport to 
neighboring countnes. When’ Perhaps no latcr than 
Apnil. Amazonia was launched in Europe only last year 
and i 1s sand that « could become a threat to Coke's 


hegemony 


Lower Customs on Electronic Imports Announced 
AU291642) Prague RUDE PRAVO om Coech 
27 Jan 88 p 2 


[Eduonal Report] KU DE PRAVO of 27 January carnes 
a 600-word “th” -signed report entitled “Small Comput- 
ers Exempt From Duty.” The report reviews changes in 
the tariffs on some imported electronic goods in Czech- 
oslovakia that go into effect on 29 January. The changes 
m the import duty are also the subject of a 700-word 
interview with Stefan Dobrotka. head of the legal depart- 
ment of the CSSR Central Customs Admunistration, 
published by Prague PRACE in Czech on 28 January. on 
page 2. in its “On a Current Topic™ column. 


The RUDE PRAVQ© report notes that because the 
domestic market 1s yet unable to mect the growing 
der>sd for computers and other clectronic devices. 
because if 1S im society's interest to crease the number 
of users of technology. and because citizens 
have complained about the high mmport duties on these 
goods, the Federal Ministry of Foreign Trade has pre- 
pared changes in the tariffs on some goods imported by 
Crechosiovak citizens for thei private use. 


According to the RUDE PRAVO report, personal com- 
puters and microcomputers with operational storage 
capacity of up to $12 kilobytes (kb). including compo- 
nents and peripherals. will be completely exempt from 
duty. Import duties on large computers. that 1s, those 
with over 512 kb. are being substantially reduced. The 
basis from which the tariffs will be calculated changes 
from Kes 150 per unit of operational storage capacity. 
that 1s, per | kb. to Kes 30. A large 1,000 kb computer 
that used to be valued at Kes 150.000 will therefore be 
valued at only Kes 30,000. The import duty will amount 
to 10 percent of the « tal amount calculated in this way. 


Reduced tariffs will also be applied to color television 
sets bought abroad. The basis from which the tariffs will 
be calculated changes from Kes 300 per centemeter of the 
diagonal to Kes 150. and the duty will make up 20 
percent of the value (against 4) percent before). 


The RUDE PRAVO report notes that the exemptions 
and reductions will apply to the emport of one computer 
and one color television set per person for the duration 
of the new regulation. which. “for the time being.” has 
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been declared valid untsl 31 December 1989. The goods 
musi be used by the person who imported them or by hrs 
family and “musi not be passed on. sold. or presenicd to 
another person for a penod of 3 years. without the 
consent of the customs authority.” 


According to the RUDE PRAVO report, changed tariffs 
will also apply to other consumer goods. such as color 
tclevision Monitors. “varrous sound recording and play- 
ing Gevices.” toys. sport utencils. and equipment for 
operators of amatcur rads stations. Vidco recorders will 
now be valucd at Kes 15.000 (compared with Kes 20.000 
before) and video players at Kes 9.000 per unnt. The 
import duty will be 30 percent of that sum 


The customs official Stefan Dobrotka says mm the PRACE 
interview that details on the new tariffs are spelled out in 
two decrees of the Federal Ministry of Foreign Trade 
(one on the “exemption of personal computers. mocro- 
computers, and color tclevrsion sects from mmport duty” 
and the other on “custom tarnffs for non-tradcabic 
goods”). both of which go into effect on 29 January. He 
also mentions that the changes im import duties affect 
alcoholic beverages. tobacco. and tobacco products. the 
tariffs on which are being rarsed 10 percent. 


Can Enterprises Make It Under Khozraschet. 
Asks Newsman 

2400003 2a Praewe HOSPODARSKE NOVINY in Cook 
11 Dec 87 pp &. 9 


[Roundtable discussion. prepared for publication by 
Miroslav Kana: “Can Enterprises Support Them- 
selves” ] 


[Text] The requirement that enterprises must finance 
their activitees mainly from thei own resources 1s more 
than logical. When an organization manages its opera- 
trons well and performs well. 1 should be able to fully 
satisfy all current needs. and to finance future develop- 
ment. Provided that depreciation charges will not be 
redistribute. these charges can become a source of 
resources for scif-financing. This area 1s often perceived 
as an obstacle. There are many firms who have invested 
significant resources im recent years. There are other 
firms that are operating with fully depreciated. or almost 
fully depreciated assets. which lowers depreciation write- 
offs. It 1s also true that these organszations have lower 
production costs, which can improve performance fig- 
ures. The question however, 1s whether the rmpact on a 
firm 1s greater im thes instance. or greater for a firm with 
higher depreciation writcoffs, which arc much lew 
dependent on plan fulfillment than on profitability lev - 
els. This 1s not the only point af contention. There 1s also 
the problem of organizatro as that operate cither incficc- 
tively or at low effective: «9s levels, yet are responsible 
for manufacturing subass mbtics for a final product that 
is produced efficrently. There s the question of whole. 
sale price formation and wholesale price levels. and the 
issue of the link between profits and wages. Nor should 
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one underestimate the role of minisines and other cen- 
tral agencecs. because enterprises must come to terms 
with them. Thess ss why everyone tres to learn how the 
center vecws specific matters. whenever possible through 
mectings. This ss also why | was glad to accept the 
mvitation of one of our authors to attend a seminar on 
self-financing. This article ts based on that seminar. 


In October, the editorial board of the penodical 
FINANCE A UVER organized a seminar on self-financ- 
ing. The seminar was attended by 40 cxperts. most of 
them from manufacturing. Pror to the seminar. the 
partscipants read position papers produced by the Fed- 
eral Munestry of Finance [FMF]. the finance and credit 
faculty at the Prague Economuc College. the Czechosio- 
vak State Bank [SBCS}, and the High Voltage Electrical 
Engineering Plants VHJ. We cannot reprint them. since 
they would take up about ten printed pages. They served 
as background for the discussion. so everyone would 
have a common point of reference. The discussion lasted 
4.5 hours. Thus left me no option but to separate strictly 
everything not related to self-financing from that related 
to n. and then compile the latter information. lt is 
important to note that most of the comments were of a 
practical nature. 


Where Do Depreciation W riteoffs Belong? 


[Question] The discussion began with the question of 
whether all firms are capable of self-financing. without 
redistributing resources within VHJ. There is a clear 
atiempt to even up conditions at the beginning and to 
avon redistribution, since caperences to date with 
redistribution have not been very promising. 


{Answer} [Eng Oldrich Nepras. cconomic director of 
High Voltage Electrical Engineering Plants [7SE. VHJ). 
In the area of self-financing all the directors in our 
organizations consider investment policy to be decisive. 
We analyzed all investments in recent years and came to 
a very sad conclusion, namely, that with one exception 
they had all been ineffective. Unfortunately we can have 
no assurance that we can control investment plans to the 
point that the projects we undertake will produce pre- 
cisely what we need. It 1s true that decisions about many 
of these investments were made outside of the VHJ but. 
as an economist, | am not satisfied with this. Ineffective 
investments lead to less than optimal outputs. which in 
turn produce negative consequences for a number of 
subsequent years. The same is true of more than 90 
percent of the depreciation charges. Under such cond:- 
ons, most of our organizations are not capable of 
selfa.nancing. so we are planning to begin redistribution 
as soon as possible 


{Answer} [Eng Josef Salom, staff economist, Skoda con- 
cern enterprise] Any time Start redistribution you 
are setting up an uneven future development paticrn. 
This can lead to a situation where you lose touch with 
just how the production base 1 evolving in specific 
organizations. Later, you are forced into al! kinds of 
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repncing projects whach compicicly destroy comparatil- 
ity. My opimon rs that of we want to retam an objective 
evaluation of the current production base, we should 
allow depreciation charges to remain with the organiza- 
ton. Once we start redrstributing depreciation charges. 
we are just one siep away from taxcs. ora 
standard share of profits. This would put us im the same 
financial chaos that we currently face when financing 
capital construction. No one really knows what 1s gorng 
on im thes arca now. The role of depreciation and credit 
im capital construction 1s determined at the draft plan 
stage for the current year. Redistribution processes 
would only deepen thrs chaos. 


[Answer] [Eng Frantssek Krejca. general director, SBCS) 
My gucss 1s thai wc were all impressed, comrade Nepras. 
by the self-criticism mm your staicment about the low 
efficsency of your caprtal replacement programs. We are 
under no ilusion that the situation 1s any beticr any- 
where cise. since we monstor these things. In thrs way our 
country loses tens of om every year. The conclusion 
is that anyone planning an invesiment project must 
make projections. Today redistribution takes place 
within VHJ, but my fear ss chat if every firm is to be 
made into a state enterprise, then redistribution will 
spread. to support capital investment if nothing cise. We 
must not forget to evaluate self-financing in terms of the 
relationship between the credit system and entreprencur- 
ship. Where scif-financing 1s not in place, an organiza- 
tion will not be able to count on loans from the bank. 
because loans under such conditie 1s would not mect our 
return criteria. There well be such firms. and they will 
have to count on other resources within another finan- 


cial plan. 


[Answer] [Salom] In my opinion a would be proper for 

ron charges to remain with the state enterprise. 
even though | understand that there are different group- 
ings of capital assets. and that probably depreciation for 
some groups would not remain with the firm. Cicarly. at 
the present time we will not get nd of the role of the state 
budget mn financing capital investment, because there arc 
several sectors for which no self-financing conditions 
could be developed to assure that the production base 
would reach an accemable technical level. This 6 the 
reason that currently we are unable to cast and forge a 
number of semifinished metallurgical goods. None of 
our cirsting economic entities has the resources to put 
together a state of the art facility for engineering metal- 
lurgy. So the state budget must hrip. 


In my view the bank will have to modify some of its 
policies for 1988. As they stand, they will penalize our 
firm very heavily. Our working capital credit line will be 
reduced by 0.5 percent because we are an organization 
that capervenced high inventory growth levels between 
1985 and 1987. Thes will cause our accounts payabic to 
mecrease next year by about Kcs 800 millon. But this 
policy does not take mto account thal this mventory 
growth was caused by work for the nucicar power plant 
program. and that there is 4 government resolution 





[Answer] [Prof Eng Viademer Kyzink. doctor of scrence. 
finance and creda department. Prague Economic Col- 
lege] One must determene the extent to which these 
shortcomings are the results of central decrssonmaking 
and the extent to which the enterprise sphere 1 respon- 
sible. We often attribute to central 

shortcomings that have resulted from the management 
system and actions of enterprises. Consider for instance 
what comrade Nepras stated. All but one of his firm's 
imvestments has been ineffective. but no one has put up 
a fuss, because it didn't matter to anyone 


[Answer] [Salom] Return targets are sure to be met for 
mvestments planned by firms themselves to deal with 
undercapacity, to replace labor, or to improve imternal 
enterprise relationships. In cases where the firm itself 
Proposes an investment proyect a will do so because ut 
needs to replace a metalworking machine. In these 
mstances, 1 will always be sure to het its rate of return 
targets. and do its best to make sure that the unvestment 
18 as effective as possible Investments mandated by the 
center have the worst effectiveness record. Managerial 
efficiency is a secondary concern for these types 


when we succeed in producing one and a half complete 
units a year When we were building the 


objective was to reduce costs to 2 minimum. 
To do this we equipped it with purpose machines. 
Now we cannot use the machinery for anything cise. This 


18 why | thenk that there rs relatively little danger that an 
enterprise will obtamm a lower rate of retura than the 


dence student. His enterprise had sect hiw the task of 
calculating the effectiveness of two options: remodeling 
an cxrsting facility, and buriding an entirely new facility. 
The student determined that 


hon faciity. Thes was the decision of the enter- 
prise. Enterprises exert a strong influence on the dec- 


ssons of the center regarding investment projects pro- 
posed by the center We do not need to belabor this 
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emierprise stscif cannot dctermine whether the four 
unets produced cach year will be salabic oF not 


What Will Price Madifications \ccompiish’ 


[Question] We have been hearing for some time now tha! 
a common dédcnominator of changes mm the ecomomy 1s the 
restructuring of wholesale pres. There os a great diver. 
sity of oprmon on thrs maticr. and there 1s no clear future 
direction even now. So Mf % Ol surprising that the 
roundtable partacipants drsagree as wcll 


ss Ivan Svitek. chief cconomrest, Bratislava 
VHJ] | am im favor of leaving depreciation 


are reduced. The result 1s one large mess. We have been 
fighting against 11. but because of the technical aspects of 
these matters there appears to be no alternative That rs 
why 


and the key organizations mm thes VHJ 


We. therefore. requested strongly that our capital assets 
be revalued as part of the price restructuring It 1 our 
view that we should be depreciating even fully deprecs- 
ated machinery. Otherwise. technical progress will be 
slowed down, first of all because somply replacing 


revenue position. All of us. of course. operate on the 
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Jan 1967. At that ome. we established a unsiorm profit- 
abulety level at 2) percem of wages. All of the 120 VHJ 
established un 1965 complained that they could not hase 
thew ope-athoms on thers standard During the first quar- 
ter of thal year actual profitabusty om the comsumer goods 
wndustry was 44 peroent and everyone was astonnhed 
that « had happened. The port « that not a 


machenery prioes and the probabulity that these 
will oncrease stell further with the apphcation of clectron- 
cS to these sectors 


The caprtal assets mm our VHJ are currently valued at 
about Kes 10.7 belhon. Using revaluation cocfficsents 
based on comparative capital asset prices for the Fifth 
through the Sewenth 5-Year Plans and pre-1970 prices. 
the value of thes caprtal stock would be about Kcs 16.5 
tilhon Because of thes discrepancy, we will be unable to 
mclude some Kes 260 milhon m m our prices 
Thes = true for the VHJ as a whole. Of course. cach 
drvrson faces a different situation determined by is 
product tyne and the resulteng differences m capital 
stock 


[Answer] [Kyzionk] If self-financing 1s truly to fulfill its 
function it must rnclude cconome meentives. Currently 
it oS my veew that there are no links between 

and the potential for resource generation. Under the 


mvestments on a firm that would be ineffective. uniess 1 
8 prepared to cover any losses that might ensue On the 
other hand. enterprises should not be able to hete behend 
thes prov mon 


| Answer] [docent eng Josef Valach. candidate for doctor 
of scrence. finance and creda department. Prague Eco- 
nomecs College] There « also a link here to specific 
decrmons Internal resources as a percentage of mvest- 
ments stood at 44-50 percent in the 1971-1975 period. 
38-47 percent for 1976-1980. and 56-69 percent since 
then. This means that up to 70 percent of capital 
investments with wide Muctuations of course based on 
the industry involved. are currently financed with mter- 
nal resources. But does the final result. the net contribu- 
tron on capital wnvestment efficiency. correspond to thrs 





lowses. but on the end there were not cnough resources In 
the past when ec have done wcll om saics of crude onl and 
ctude onl products the money has been taken away from 
ws as windfall profits. We have not. therefore, been abic 


from the state budget Thrs helps our balance of trade 


[Answer] feng Hugo Kysilka. candidate for doctor of 
scrence. director. economec division. Federal Menrstry of 
Foreign Trade [FMZ0]] | must comment on the state- 





Equal Opportunity for All” 


[Question] There are some imvestments for which firms 
are hard pressed to carn the necessary resources m a 


" Rot a reason for allowing general and full 
redistribution 
[Answer] Jarome David. candidate for doctor of 


mrence. economist, First Brno Machine Works] 


i 
| 
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would become unmanageable, and not every firm wu 
capable of earning cnough revenues to implement self 
financieng Here rs where the association option rs inter 
esting. 1 ¢ «when state enterprises merge their activities 
but not ther management. This has applications m 
foreygn trade. on delrvernes of turnkey proyects. on RAD 
it % @ COMMON activity throughout the world. Firms 
contribute specific financial resources to a venture ne 
ple are named to manage this Moncey. an enterprise «6 


He 
i 
i 
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ophy behind equivalence betecen organizations It rs my 


managed firms poorly managed with no guaranice thal 
managed firms eill rmprove at ail 


poorly 
Put semply. of ec are not willeng to bet the markctaPelity 
of 


of frnancial resources. Thes 1s an admrnrstrative system 
Resources will be provided to firms that are defined as 
not berg capable of self-financing Under comned- 
thoms mmvestments are bound to be incflective. as people 
have mentioned here If the firm 1s accountable for thr 
meffectrvencss, that certamnly changes the situation 


af approummats average value of machynery per produc- 
thom worker for me target year 


[Answer] [Eng Ivan Kocarnek. candidate for doctor of 


rcrency should be a part of these baseline condrtroms 
We should be mm the besmness ef supporting firms that 
have the potential to add relatively more value to spe- 
cific mmputs 


, Answer] [Nepras] If profits are slated to mncrease by 2! 
percent cach year. then you need to provide at least sorne 
material support to help a firm achreve thes goal 


[Answer] [Kocarnek] That empires the poswtron that all 
firms should have equal opportunity at the beginning 


[Answer] [Kysilka) Comrades Switch and Nepras have 
stated here that once wholesale prices have been adyust 
ed. under the current concept of th.s adjustment. the bey 
orgamizations of thew respective VH) «will not have 
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cnough resources to be self-supporting. This might actu- 
ally be quite justified economically, because one of the 
things this price restructuring is designed to find out ts 
whether or not the firms we think are key for RAD 
progress are in fact the most important. 


After all. if wholesale prices remain im their current state, 
Le. with profit levels that fluctuate random!y. without 
any relationship to foreign prices, and often without any 
basis im actual costs, then we will have no critena for 
judging cconomic advantage, and any kind of resource 
formation related to self-financing loses its rational 
basis. All decisionmaking at both the enterprise and 
central levels will again be somewhere between subjec- 
tuvism and voluntarism. 


[Answer] [Svitek] Organizations, especially key organi- 
zations, will have operating losses mainly because they 
have built into their prices considerations that handicap 
their operations. For instance, they are not allowed to 
factor interest payments into their projections. In 1989 
our VHJ will pay at least Kes 530 million in interest 
payments for loans that to some extent were forced upon 
ws in the past by the system of transfer payments and 
loan policies related to capital investment. If we fulfill 
plan targets under the adjusted prices we should have net 
profits of about Kcs 1.9 billion. Interest payments imme- 
diately cat up Kes 530 million of these profits. When we 
analyzed the situatvon we discovered that organizations 
that have been ins sting in the past will have the most 
problems, while those operating with fully depreciated 
machinery will not have difficulties, as long as they do 
not upgrade their equipment. This ts the situation | 
mentioned before. Firms that today have no deprecia- 
tion charges will see their costs increase sharply once 

they purchase any new equipment. 


Where Are the Resources Going? 


[Question] Only rarely Joes one encounter an organiza- 
tron where the employees admit that redistribution 
works to their advantage. More frequently they are 
calculating how much has been siphoned off. Significant 
resources are being redistributed. In this context the 
seminar participants brought up the link between self- 
financing and the availability of modern equipment. 


[Answer] [Miloslav Reis, chief economist, Chepos VHJ] 
1 will be interested to hear if anyone who has received 
redistributed resources will speak. This 1s to some extent 
an ironic comment, but logically justified, nevertheless. 


In the past we have seriously underestimated self-financ- 
ing. As economists we should have been arguing for its 
adoption long ago. If we had, we would be farther ahead 
now. What is preventing the adoption of the principle of 
self-financing? Every VHJ has firms that operate at a 
loss. At the same tinie we need these firms, so the 
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question becomes what 1s effective and what 1s incfifec- 
tive. All restrecturings have had their positive contribu- 
tions. Where. then did they come to gricf” In the transi- 
tion period. We have consistently failed to pay cnough 
attention and differentiated concern to all the reiated 
questions, from redisinbution mght through the state of 
the capstal stock. 


[Answer] [Kyzlink] You say. comrade Rew, that we 
should have begun self-financing carlicr. We niust take 
into account, though, that self-financing requires the 
existence of certain conditions in the management and 
financial systems. If we had started carlicr with self- 
financing there is a real question of to whom it would 
have applied. 


It ss, however, truc that there was a time when, amaz- 
ingly. self-financing was regarded as revisionist, as some- 
thing suspect, because it violated the law of equilibnum 
between resources and requirements. Under these con- 
ditions, self-financing became a formality. The reasons 
for the poor rcturn on so many invesiments, in my 
opinion, 1s that investors as a rule have not had to take 
much of an interest in how cffective their new invest- 
ment might be. For firms that are behaving cconomuical- 
ly. designers will be forced to keep efficiency in mind 
from the very start of projects. Efficiency must truly 
become the fundamental consideration in all enterprise 
investments. 


[Answer] IReis] You know. the quantificat.on of revenue 
positions for redistribution purposes has gone so far 
recently that projected allocations to the export imcen- 
tive fund are being included in the resources carmarked 
for the fixed distribution payment. This 1s really para- 
doxical if we are in effect offering incentives to organi- 
zations to earn revenues for their fixed distribution 
payment. For practical purposes. this means thal we are 
penalizing well managed firms by making them uncer- 
tain whether they will obtain an incentive subsidy, while 
at the same time we stabilize the economic environment 
of firms receiving redistribution payments with the fixed 
allocation. If, then, redistribution will remain necessary 
during a transition period (and | am not convinced that 
it will be a short onc), we should at least make it a policy 
of supporting economically the organizations from 
which we demand the redistribution payment. 


[Answer] [eng Stefan Bazant, director of the state budget 
office of the organizational financial planning division of 
the FMF]. The question has been raised as to just who 
receives these redistribution payments and where all this 
moncy goes. We have studied this problem extensively 
because part of our job is to minimize redistribution 
payments. Here are some figures at random. Noninvest- 
ment subsidies amount cach year to roughly Kes 40 
billion, discounts from investment transfer payments 
about Kes 4 billion, redistribution within national com- 
mittees about Kes 5 billion, negative sales tax about Kcs 
26 billion, subsidies for investment about Kes | 2 billion, 
cic. Total profits nationwide are about Kes 150 billion, 
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and about Kcs 100 bilhon of these profits are redistrib- 
uted. If you look at these categories onc 31 a time you 
find out thal you cannot touch a single one of them. 
because modifying any of them would bring chaos to the 
financing of enterprises. Finally. for your reference, of 
the 420 VHJ on the CSSR. 28 operate at a loss. and 98 are 
only minimally profitable. 


[Answer] [Valach] Investment is the critical pant of 
self-financing. | think that the main problem is in the 
qualitative level of self-financing. not whether a firm has 
to cover 40, 50 or 60 percent of its investment needs. |. 
therefore, think that certain ideas one often hears, ic. 
that self-financing ts the main driving force of economic 
restructuring, or that self-financing 1s the main mecha- 
nism of enterprise economic incentive, are far from the 
truth and sdealize reality to a large degree. 


Several conditions must exist to support high quality 
self-financing. We have already discussed one condition, 
namely the baseline conditions. This 1s not the same as 
introducing formal scif-financing. If some firms are 
already covering 70 percent of the costs of new invest- 
ments from their own pockets, why do you want to 
increase self-financing. The main issuc to be resolved is 
the link between the actual investment decision and the 
efficsency of the investment. The person making the 
decision about an investment should be the one to bear 
the consequences of that decision. If this 1s the case then 
maybe it will not even be necessary to finance 70 percent 
of a project with internal resources, and self-financing 
will operate much more effectively than is now the case. 


[Answer] [Moravec] Self-financing must be firmly 
related to the investment decision. As an caperienced 
woo! industry worker, | must say that we do not receive 
the contracts for most of the investments in our sector 
within the context of the CEMA. This means that the 
equipment must be imported from nonsocialist coun- 
tres. self-financing in the wool indusiry, then, must 
include foreign trade considerations and the manage- 
ment of the revenues generated by foreign trade activity. 


[Answer] [Valach] A second condition of self-financing is 
the generation of resources. One may adopt accelerated 
capital asset depreciation as a way to free up resources 
for an enterprise to use. These are not financial resourc- 
cs, however, but moncy for purchasing hard assets. if not 
at home, then abroad. Otherwise, self-financing 1s adrift 
and totally ineffectual. We have become accustomed to 
presenting things in met . We state, for 
instance, that strengthening self-financing as a mecha- 
nism of enterprise cconomic incentives for effective 
resource formation increases pressure for effective 
investments. The problem is that self-financing in and of 
itself does not generate any basic incentive for invest- 
ment efficiency. Incentives to become more efficient 
arise from a system which ties enterprise wage resources 
to the achievement of certain goals. This is what gener- 
ates pressure on efficiency. Financial mechanisms can 
only supplement this to a certain degree. 
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1 am in favor of cost accounting self-financing. but 
specifically for improving 1 im quantitative ways thal 
will facilitate specific gradual steps that must be taken. I 
think that this 1s the only possible way to increase the 
role of self-financing. 


A number of questions remain. This discussion pointed 
out that firms must carefully consider opportunities for 
using their own resources to finance projects. Going 
beyond certain boundaries may reduce the stimulative 
impact of project finance using internal resources. If the 
planned management system of an organization docs not 
demand supenor cconomic performance, then it will not 
oroduce such results. nor will i develop a sense of 
obligation to finance investments internally. The cco- 
nomic imocntive that internal financing can gencratc 1s 
only a part of the overall economic incentives of a given 


management system. 


It ss certainly possible to strengthen the interest of a firm 
in the financing of the projects that they need for their 
own operations. These include investments thal will 
lower production costs and improve labor productivity. 
These are the types of projects that set the groundwork 
for improved performance and the benefits that this 
produces. If investment projects, morcover, are tied to 
economic performance. this bencfits the entire collective 
of employees. On the other hand, if an enterprise 
finances projects the main interest in which 1s that of the 
society, then the stimulative impact of internal financing 
will almost certainly be less. An ash separator increases 
production costs without any direct benefit to the firm 
that installs it. There is a role here for economic penalties 
that may be imposed to force firms to make these types 
of socially necessary investments. 


Then there 1s the question of what to do with organiza- 
tions that are not equipped with the necessary machinery 
through no fault of their own. There are sectors for which 
it may be stated that over the past 10-15 years they have 
made minimal investments, but nevertheless have gen- 
erated considerable resources for society. One example is 
the textile machinery industry. The sole caveat to this 
Statement 1s that enterprise management 1s supposed to 
take care of all aspects of sectoral development, includ- 
ing capital investment. There are also firms whose poor 
position has internal reasons. Some have not been inter- 
ested in development either because of their location or 
product line. The commendable effort to give all entities 
a level playing field at the start and to use redistribution 
for a period of time to implement this, would appear to 
be unjustified in the above instances. Moreover, we are 
still dealing with the consequences of a leveling program 
in the area of wages. Differentiating wages, which we 
would like to do, inevitably means that better employees 
receive more, and less competent employees receive less. 
Is 1t possible, however, to differentiate among manage- 
ments in an environment of self-financing immediately, 
or should this be the ultimate objective. We must not 
forget that in our economy, as currently organized, there 
are many firms that are not paying their own way. What 
18 to become of them” 


9276/9738 
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Necessity of More Flexible Pricing System 
Advocated 

24000038¢ Prague HOSPODARSKE NOUWINY in Crech 
4 Dec 87 pb 


[Article by Dr Oldrich Schwarz. director of the Kotva 
department store. Prague: “The Unavoidable Need for 
Flexible Prices” ] 


[Text] The key question im restructuring the economic 
mechanism ts that of setting prices. If the net profit is to 
be the basic indicator of economic activity, the inputs 
and outputs in production and trade activities as 
expressed in prices have a decisive significance. It 
appears that this 1s generally recognized. but so far we 
find very little in the way of concrete starting points in 
the economists’ writings for an effective mastering of 
how to fix prices in the new conditions. 


The main task 1s to find a mechanism for the functioning 
of price setting which would effectively impact on the 
removal of bottlenecks in supply and demand without 
the need for detailed directive resolution from the cen- 
ter. It 1s a matter of far-reaching use of price mobility as 
a tool for the desired effect on the behavior of the 
subjects of economic activities in keeping with the 
market demand and simultaneously warding off the 
danger of inflationary developments which threaten the 
Stability of more than one economic system, not only in 
the developing countries but also in highly industrialized 
Slalcs. 


The Difficult Search for a Price Mechanism 


Eng Josef Seyak, CSc, of the CSAV (Czechoslovak Acad- 
emy of Sciences) Economic Institute. tried to point out 
the way specifically in HN (HOSPODARSKE 
NOVINY) No 35/1987. As 1s the usual thing today, he 
placed “foreign or world prices” in first place as to the 
factors which create the norms for verifying the “neces- 
sity” of the costs of Czechoslovak manufacturers in the 
group of so-called competitive products. He includes 
among them particularly the products of processing in 
which creative human labor comes into play. Here in the 
CSSR, this involves the predominate part of the fields of 
the industrial branch with the exception of part of the 
energy industry and the production of foodstuffs. 


The author cites in second place the setting of prices for 
the so-called subsidized products which meet the basic 
needs of the population. 


In third place are the goods and services for which the 
conditions exist for affecting price determination on the 
basis of domestic competition. He conceives of this 
group, however, rather narrowly as locally important 
goods and services. In every case. however, Eng Scjak in 


41 





ECONOMIC 


his allempt al categorizing the various groups of prod- 
ucts with various techniques of setting the price opens 
things up for specific discussions. 


“World Prices?” 


Mainly. as far as the relationship of the prices of our 
industry's products to the so-called “world prices,” i 1s 
necessary to go far more deeply into the arguments. In a 
television discussion of the proposal for the law on state 
enterprises, | asked the large group of economusts present 
to explain clearly what they actually mean by “world 
prices” and how they are supposed to act. By the 
democratic route of voting by those present, the question 
was withdrawn from the program and cut out of the 
transmission by the editors. 


We must welcome all the more the highly serious and 
well-founded attempt by Dr Fr. Vencovsky from the 
State Planning Commission to explain the task of bring- 
ing our prices and foreign prices closer together in his 
article in HN No 32/1987. Because Dr Vencowsky has 
mastered this arca not only generally, but in specific 
practices as well, his arguments are to the point and for 
just this reason finally ended up in a Lind alley. 


The fantasizing of some economists who are attempting 
to convince us that the majority of the problems of price 
formation will be resolved by our switching over to 
“world prices” such as we deal with in importing and 
exporting goods deserves explanation by way of direct 
questions. 


Let us take, for example, the Skoda automobile, which 1s 
quite cheap. It would not be difficult to determine 
through various calculations the appropriate value for 
our exports expressed in a retail price in Kes for the 
domestic market. Could someone perhaps explain what 
we would gain by having the manufacturer forced to sell 
the Skoda auto in the domestic market for the “world 
nrice” achieved through this’ It would also be possible to 
go at this the reverse way: calculate the appropriate price 
for similar autos of the Skoda type in specific countries 
and prohibit exports if we do not reach the “world 
price.” Probably such a mechanical approach would 
harm the export of Skodas. 


The originators of the “world prices” method find many 
advantages in a strict limiting of exports according to the 
regulatory level of prices achieved by the competition in 
foreign markets. One cannot deny the stimulating ele- 
ment in this area, but should we make a rule of this 
approach” 


Dr Vencovsky correctly warns economic romantics 
about overrating any automatically positive effect of the 
action of import prices on the domestic economy. This 
cannot be cnough for khozrazchet decisionmaking. It is 
not just a matter of replacement expenses for imports, 
but also of replacement income for exports. 
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On the capitalist markets a price is set according to 
specific offers and demands to everyone everywhere. as 
it should be. and to carry over some of our specific 
approaches influenced by thinking on the state monop- 
oly as we have become accustomed to i over long years 
has little in common with setting “world prices.” 


Dr Vencovsky carefully evaluates the relationship of 
prices to basic commodities on the world markets and 
here in this country, whether it is metals, textile raw 
materials, or certain foodstuff primary products. In such 
Cases it 1s certainly possible to work with world prices 
and if is necessary to agree with the fact that the 
movement of these prices on the world markets must be 
respected in our setting of prices. 


Speculative and Inflationary Influences 


On the other hand, however, not even Dr Vencovsky is 
up to continuing in the area of making our domestic 
prices objective with the goal of bringing them in line 
with export prices as a whole and in relationsnip to the 
basic value tendencies in the world. He founders on the 
requirement that such shifts in foreign price relation- 
ships which are the result of inflationary or speculative 
influences should be excluded. He states that this is an 
exceptionally difficult task which our economic research 
so far has had difficulty handling. 


1 would add that Dr Vencovsky wants something from 
economic research that is simply impossible. The spec- 
ulative and inflationary influences in the movement of 
prices not only of the common consumer goods. but also 
of, for example, basic raw materials are an inseparable 
part of the entrepreneural action of the subjects of the 
Capitalist market and it is not possible to exclude them. 
Moreover, there is not even any reason to. Indeed, if we 
do not produce the raw material or the product we will 
buy it anyhow at the spot price on the market and 
“freeing” these prices from speculative or inflationary 
influences makes no sense. 


It is enough to recall the measures of the countrics 
associated in OPEC in the matter of the production, and 
thus the prices, of petroleum. It was indisputably a 
matter of a deliberate inflationary action by those who 
could indulge in it. However, to exclude the actual effect 
by some kind of calculations is groundless. It 1s possible 
to limit its effect in practice only from the position of an 
important producer of petroleum, whether or not a 
member of OPEC, who can by his approach play a 
certain role in the world oi! markets. 


This is the heart of the matter. When we cannot do 
otherwise, we must accept the actual facts of price 
development in the world. If we can do otherwise, then I 
ask, why we should from some economic assiduity 
behave like the capitalists” 
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It appears that some of our economic theorists. in 
amateurish enthusiasm without their own analysis of 
their recommendations in the matter of “world prices”. 
are copying from the Hungarian and Yugoslav ccono- 
mists without evaluating the practical jong-term effects 
of such approaches. 


So far no one has been abie to convince me with material 
argumenis what advantage we will get when we, with out 
relatively small economic potential in the world market, 
will always and obedicntly adjust to the price influences 
in the markets of the capitalist countries. The achieve- 
ment of a short-term effect of stimulating entreprencur- 
ship in the domestic market with difficulty can be seen as 
outweighing the inevitable carry-over of all the maladies 
of the capitalist market economy into our economy. It 
will unconditionally come to. for example. an inflation- 
ary development in prices for which we have created an 
especially fertile soil by the mechanisms of our own 
market operations which have operated up until now. 


A World Market of Socialist Prices 


How then should we proceed so that the capability of the 
socialist state to affect the development of prices by 
administrative methods does not amount to a continuing 
exclusion of all, even partial, economic tools and thus 
also to a total denial of the possibility of universal action 
by the net profit indicator in our conditions? | believe 
that instead of tying all our economic operations to the 
speculative approaches of the capitalist market entities. 
where we are not at all up to playing some kind of role as 
an important partner and shareholder in their manage- 
ment, we should decisively turn to opening up price 
rapprochement within CEMA. 


Without regard to the fact that this association so far is 
not playing the role wich it should play on the field of 
“world prices” and others, it 1s the single real force which 
can protect especially the small socialist economies from 
the Yugoslav path of unrestrained inflat:on. 


It would be necessary to remind the economists who plan 
with obvious enthusiasm for the miraculous effects of 
opening our market to “world prices” that not even the 
most advanced capitalist countries feel so strong in their 
price mechanisms in many areas that they do not protect 
themselves against the “automatic action of world pric- 
cs” im some areas at least. For the EHS (European 
Common Market), it is enough to bring to mind all the 
well-known measures to protect the market for the 
production of their own farmers, and import quotas for 
industrial goods are well known in the EHS and the 
United States, as well. 


An important source for learning would be a decisive 
opening of the path toward “world socialist prices” 
within CEMA. There is no doubt that price influences 
from markets outside CEMA would indirectly affect 
such a development, but the action would not be direct 
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and would be in keeping with the need for a gradual 
gaining of control of price developments within the 
framework of foreign trade influences. 


Eng J. Sejyak also lays out the problems involved with 
subsidized goods and services, which concern foodstuffs, 
electncity, transportation, communications. cic. 


He has in mind an important factor in wage and price 
policies which particularly in some areas works actively 
on the consciousness of people who are afraid of an 
cwverall decline in their standard of l:ving because of a 
devaluation of the koruna’s purchasing power. This ts a 
matter which 1s also not unknown in capitalist ccono- 
mies. The application of a central view to the develop- 
ment of the prices of certain goods and services does not, 
however, cause a collapse of the capitalist market sys- 
tems. 


it ss, of course, a matter of dispute whether the factor of 
the need for continuously increasing the standard of 
living can be met just by means of direct management of 
the price developments for subsidized goods and servic- 
es. In my view, it is generally applicable in a socialist 
economy and must be promulgated by specific state 
activities in a much broader context. 


The state must maintain an overall influence over the 
development of price levels by utilizing both types of 
influences in an effective mix, that ts, administrative 
decisions and economic stimull. 


Increasing the Decreasing Prices 


In some current administrative methods of managing 
price developments we have now reached the point 
where we effectively prevent not only price increases, but 
also their reduction. 


Each sociaini businessman and every manufacturer and 
operator of services should have a wide open road to 
absolute freedom in price competition in the field of 
lowering prices and it should be possible for him. with- 
out the need for asking anywhere, to work with trade 
margins lower than the established ones, with utilization 
of the advantages of larger production runs and cheaper 
inputs, including those gained by importing materials 
and products, to effect a reduction in prices. 


It does not appear that the arguments for the so-called 
“consumer protection” according to which it 1s neces- 
sary al any cost to prevent anyone from selling goods 
cheaper than his competition are justified. It 1s necessary 
to protect the consumer against a rapid increase in 
prices, but what is bad about having an economically 
positive effect on the development of price levels so that 
effectively working manufacturers can sell cheaper 
through trade? It will probably be a more cffective 
method of slowing down inflation than just its adminis- 
trative prohibition. 


ECONOMIC 


As opposed to an unlimited possibility of reducing 
prices, however, there must also exist a limited possibil- 
ity of rarsing them, and in previously established ways. 
The advantage of such decisions for the solution of some 
burning questions of satrsfying the market demand was 
indisputably tested out and. despite partial dispropor- 
tions, brought many positive effects. 


Whether we officially admit it or not, the price of scarce 
types of goods will be set in the market, even though its 
growth will be reflected only in the much criticized 
acceptance of bribes for under the counter sales. To the 
degree that we do not correct this problem officially, i 
will be resolved without us, in an active fashion, in the 
sphere of the “shadow economy.” 


What paths are open for the regulation of this develop- 
ment? | would put in a word for transferring the guaran- 
tee of its control to trade. Only it 1s in daily contact with 
the consumer and can consider the justifiability of price 
movement. It 1s necessary to determine administratively 
the limits of an indexed price development for an entire 
group of goods which cannot be exceeded, but within this 
group of goods let the socialist trade enterprise decide 
independently. Let there be an integration of prices with 
production at a level which will lead to the rapid solution 
of shortages, especially im the arca of the most various 
small items of daily needs. Let no one have any illusions 
that this sphere of shortages can be overcome by any 
orders from the center. 


Space should also be created for an actual economic 
price for luxury goods of all types with an obligation of 
maintaining the entire price spread in the market. Here 
too the businessman should have the main say so, as it 
always has been. Only he can in practice verify the 
justification for changes in the price relationships within 
entire groups of products. An index guarantee of the 
overall price movement 1s enough. 

Only in exceptional cases should the setting of the prices 


of specific types of goods be further determined by the 
center. 


The price policy of a socialist state cannot be successfully 
managed by the state monopolizing the night to approve 
entire categories of specific prices. Ii rather consists of 
gencral conditions for an efficient movement of prices 
up and down, according to supply and demand, and to 
the actual capacity of the economy to fully satisfy it the 
needs. 


6285/9738 

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
‘Hidden’ — im Forced Retraining, 
Reduced Wages 
23000048 Bonn DIE WELT in German 14 Jan 88 p 3 


[Article by Jakob Osten: “Not Unemployed, But Stull 
Without a Job”) 


[ Text] It sounds contradictory: unemployed workers who 
keep their jobs. But such 1s real life in the “other” 
Germany. where for official purposes there 1s no such 
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thing as unemployment. However. expert observers 
believe that in the GDR one-third of the work force have 
jobs, but no work. 


Jens W., a mason, reports that “for weeks we were sitting 
around without anything to do. We were supposed to 
build a wall, but the blocks did not arrive. | don’t know 
what the excuse was this time. Our foreman called 
headquarters several times. But they said we should wait. 
We played card games in the building site trailer from 
morning till night. But that finally became a bore.” Jens 
W. continues: “Finally one of us came up with the idea 
that it was stupid for all of us to keep sitting around. We 
worked out a regular duty roster. Afier that, only one of 
us Sat in the trailer. The others could either be reached at 
home or left a message as to their whereabouts. We 
established a real communications network for use in 
case the building blocks suddenly turned up. Anyone 
who had a telephone had to take off immediately by car 
or motorcycle and pick up the others. In this way we 
were able to use our time more profitably. Afier all, there 
are always a lot of things to be done around the house.” 
That is lack of work rather than unemployment in the 
Western sense of the word. 


Officially there is no unemployment in the GDR; there is 
only full employment. This fact is forever cited as an 
example of the vast difference between East and West. 
There is no such word as “unemployment” in the social- 
ist dictionary. But for some years now it has been an 
open secret that “hidden unemployment.” or more cor- 
rectly, lack of work, 1s rampant. Expert observers of the 
East believe that this affects up to one-third of the work 
force. 


As late as the end of the 1970's the deficiencies of the 
GDR economy were explained as resulting from a severe 
shortage of workers. Then the SED leadership went 
whole hog with “efficiency.” The new motto: “Fewer 


Since 1978 there has been wholesale retraining of the 
workers. Using the Soviet Novopolozk chemical works 
as a model, the campaign started in the state-owned 
Petrochemisches Kombinat Schwedt. Twenty-cight per- 


cent of the employees changed jobs. 


In the Frankfurt/Oder district alone, where Schwedt is 
located, 180 other factories followed suit. However, 
analyses have shown that almost all workers remained in 
the same plants, but in different jobs consistent with 
their retraining. The “surplus” workers were hardly 
absorbed by other enterprises. 


However, there are examples where plant closings led to 
limited brief unemployment as to time and location. One 
example was Zwickau, where the coke plant closed 
because bituminous coal mining was partially discontin- 
ued. The workers retrained and are now working in a 
specially built nearby concrete slab plant: older workers 
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took early reurement. Things were different in a meial- 
lurgy plant north of Berlin. When ut closed down, the 
workers were offered jobs in a plant at the other end of 
town. That meant several hours of travel to and from 
work every day, because West Berlin had to be bypassed. 


Fluctuations To Be Channeled 


According to official data from East Berlin, several 
hundreds of thousands jobs have been “climinated by 
efficiency” by robots and the widespread introduction of 
microelectronics. At the last SED party conference i was 
announced that by "he start of the 1990s 80,000 indus- 
trial robots woul come into use. Al the same time, a 
general hiring ſirrere was decreed for all enterprises. so as 
to direct the fluctuations in the work force into orderly 
channels. Only such sensitive areas of the infrastructure 
as the railroads, mail service. deep sc2 fishing. heavy 
machinery manufacture and the People’s Army are 
exempt from these restrictions. 


Many workers had predicted this development. They 
took matters into their own hands and tricd to change 
their occupations by publishing want ads. A surprising 
number of university graduates looked for new types of 
occupations outside their own ficlds. Even reductions in 
income were acceptable, if only they could escape from 
the melting pot of reorganizations. 


There was a sudden halt to job advertisements in April 
1985. Those seeking to place ads were referrod to their 
local employment offices. Ads will be accepted only afier 
they bring a “permission slip” from the employment 
office. However, such ads are mostly useless, because the 
factories and institutions have been instructed to ignore 
them. 


In SED party mectings this measure was justified as 
countering class enemy propaganda, which was said to 
have used the growing number of -ob-wanied ads to 
promote fear of alleged unemployment in the GDR. The 
new employment offices at district and urban councils, 
which were established in parallel with the big “person- 
nel economy measures,” were said to have the task of 
channeling these personnel resources. They were said 
also to be making efforts to “counteract an cxcessive 
fluctuation,” which can be accomplished only in a tightly 
organized manner. 


Economists have calculated that there would be very few 
unemployed in the FRG if productivity were as low as it 
is in the GDR. The reverse 1s true also: if GDR produc- 
livity were to approach Western standards, about | 
million unemployed could be counted on there. In other 
words: 10 people in the GDR produce as much as seven 
in the FRG. 


East Berlin has a difficult time in dealing with these 
problems. because its labor Icgrslation contains compre- 
hensive protection from being fired. A socialist employ- 
er, who almost always 1s a State-owned enterprise or a 
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State imstitution, can fire an employee only if he 1s a 
notonous shirker, cruminal or confirmed alcoholic. not 
even a grave indusinal accident caused by negligence 
constitutes adequate cause. 


It 1s posible that this constitutionally enshrined, and 
until now gencrously applied. mght to work can no lonecr 
be guaranteed in view of the large-scale restructuring 
plans. Western experts have believed for some time that 
“open™ unemployment will occur shortly mim the GDR. 


SED ideologues are having some problems with their 
hidden unemployment. They admit privately that a 
small army of would serve ty maintain work 
discipline. As Chief Ideologrst Kurt Hager puts it. the 
widespread restructuring of the work force has “an 
impact upon the structure and profile of the working 
class.” This results in some concern in the factories and 
offices of state-owned industries. 


Marching Under the SED Flag is No Longer Enough 


Job dissatisfaction 1s widespread. The limits of “make 
more and more out of less and less” have been reached 
for many, as have the limits of performance incentive. 
Even hard work no longer produces rewards for the 
individual. Between 1982 and 1986. average gross 
incomes in state-owned enterprises rose by barely |! 
percent, during that same period, the GNP rose by 2! 
percent. Even in the GDR. no one wants to work any 
more for a scroll, a pennant and a handshake from an 
SED official. 


It has practically become a habit to start work late and 
leave carly. Rest periods are overextended. During the 
working periods employees leave their job sites to go to 
the hairdresser, go shopping. or run errands to govern- 
ment offices. Frequently the workers take n casy during 
the day to gather strength for private hellrarsing after 
hours and on weekends. 


When it was said early last year at the union congress in 
East Berlin that the 40-hour week was still a long-term 
goal, one worker said: “I don't understand why they keep 
talking about thr day after day. We've had a 35-hour 
week for a long tune’ 


Unemployment for political reasons 1s another chapter. 
Anyone who had until now applied for emigration per- 
mit could count on losing his job immediately and to be 
given a less important position, occasionally at the same 
pay. However, carly last year an unofficial rule became 
effective which guarantees their jobs to applicants for 
emigration permits until their departure. This is to 
prevent sensitive arcas of the infrastructure from being 
further weakened. In wis manner, some of the highly 
qualified workers are contributing their knowledge and 
experience until the last moment. This “soft” reaction, 
in conjunction with many other “incentives.” 1s 
designed to encourage voluntary withdrawal of applica- 
tron for emigration permits. 


9279604 
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ROMANIA 


Development, Modernization of Production Forces 
Discussed 


27000031 Bucharest ERA SOCIALIST A in Romanian 
No 19, 10 Oct 87 pp 4-8 


{Artcle by Univ Prof Dr Florin Balaure. Dr Gheorhuta 
Dina: “Modernization of the Production Forces Essen- 


tual to A Higher Stage of Development” ] 


[Text] In the historcal and dialectical-matenalist view, 
the production forces are a concept of vast cconomic, 
philosophical and social-historical significance. Their 
effect upon social development 1s all-inclusive. In fact, 
the progress of the production forces critically affects 
maternal production. development of production rela- 
tions, people's social activity, their levels of thought and 
awareness, cic. This multitude of effects of development 
of the production forces 1s not automatic, immediate, 
direct or uniform. Moreover under some circumstances 
the effects are not invariably or entirely favorable. The 
law of unity and conflict of opposites operates in that 
process too. Of course material production and the 
economy in general feel and assimilate the changes in the 
production forces more rapidly and directly than other 
sectors of society, incorporating and in a sense exploiting 
their effects directly. 


Throughout the history of mankind development of the 
production forces has been the decisive factor for the 
socioeconomic progress of any country or people. This 
basic principle of screntific socialism provides the key to 
understanding the course of history. the dialectics of the 
succession of social systems, and the mechanism of the 
development and resolution of socioeconomic contra- 
dictions, permitting strictly screntific determination of 
the strategy for socialist and communist construction. 


The Policy Critical to the Victory of Socialism 


In setting the strategy for building the new social order 
the RCP has been consistently proceeding from the 
Marxist view that accomplishment of the aims of social- 
ism critically depends upon creating strong production 
forces and a complete, modern and highly technical and 
efficient economy on that basis. In stressing this require- 
ment the party secretary general said, “It 1s axsomatic 
that socialism: and communism cannot be achieved 
without a strong material base and without intensive 
development and continuing modernization of the pro- 
duction forces.” 


The RCP’s strategy for developing the production forces 
1s focused on the policy of natronwide socialist industn- 
alization which, as the RCP Program says, 1s regarded 
“as the foundation of cconomic and cultural progress. 
improvement of the people's living standard, society's 
all-around development. and the security of national 
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sovereignty and indepeadence.” The beneficial effects of 
the industnialization policy are fully felt today by the 
entire Romanian people and are apparent to any objec- 
tive observer. In a relatively bricf historical penod. 
Romania has been transformed from the backward 
agranan country that u used to be to an indusiral- 
agrarian Country with a strong industry in full course of 
modernization and an agriculture equipped with modern 
technology that 1s rapidly advancing on the path of 
intensive development and high productivity and effi- 
ciency. 


In 1986 the industrial output was over 100 times greater 
than in 1944, the agricultural output was 6 times greater. 
the social product was 27 times greater, and the national 
income was 32 times greater. Notable progress was made 
m all the other sectors of the national cconomy. The 
production forces have been harmoniously distributed 
throughout the country, creating increasingly favorable 
conditions for climinating the inequalities inherited 
from the old regime in regard to access of the population 
in all areas and localities of the country to a thriving 
economic and cultural cxrstence. 


In 1985 th: national income (the indicator that corre- 
lates the developmental level of a country’s production 
forces, the extent of its expanded reproduction, and its 
economic strength) was 4.4 times greater than in 1965 
and 18 tomes greater than in 1950, and Romania was 
among the world leaders in economic growth rate. In the 
same year the per capita national income reached about 
33,000 lei, over 3.6 times higher than in 1965 and about 
15 tumes higher than in 1950. The value of fixed assets in 
operation in 1986 came to about 3 trillion lei compared 
with only 517 billion ter on 1965. Over 90 percent of the 
total fixed assets were created after 1965. 


The Ninth RCP Congress was crucial for development of 
the production forces and of all Romanian socialist 
socicty as well. It maugurated the period of the greatest 
achievements and the most dynamic socioeconomic 
developmeni in the Romanian people's age-old history. 
This marvelous cra is directly duc to the radically 
mnovative theoretical and practical activity of Nicolae 
Ccausescu, party secretary general and president of 
socialist Romama. His bold and profoundly original 
thinking based on his understanding of man’s social 
development and his vast political and organizational 
experience acquired im hes long revolutvonary activity 
has strongly influenced Romania's entire socroeconomic 
development in the last 22 years. 


During those years the national economy made unprec- 
edented gains. A modern industry and a strong technical- 
material base were created that permitted high growth 
rates of the social product and national income and 
provided lasting conditions for the people's greater 
material and cultural well-being. Nicolae Ccausescu sand, 
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“If Romania, in taking the course of socialist Construc- 
tion, had not developed the production forces imten- 
sively and had not built a modern indusiry based on the 
most advanced technology. we would still be an under- 
developed country dependent upon the indusinalized 
countnes.~ 


Medernized Production Structures and Accelerated 
Technical-Scientific Progress 


The capacity of the production forces to bring socicty up 
to ever higher levels of civilization heavily depends upon 
their developmental leve) nd the degree of dialectical 
coordination of their components, namely the means of 
labor, objects of labor. scence. and the labor force. The 
interrelations and connections im which the various 
components of the production forces objectively evolve 
and actually operate cannot be harmonized optimally 
unless the production structures meet the requirements 
of the developmental stage and the social needs ade- 
quatcly. Accordingly. the strategy for development and 
modernization of the production forces must provide for 
the balance and development of the reproduction pro- 
cess and improvement of the economic structures (of 
sectors, subsectors, regions, ctc.) in such a way that the 
socioeconomic complex will operate as cfficiently as 
possible and meet the social needs as fully as possible. As 
we know, among the production forces objects of labor 
and energy sources are both growth factors and restric- 
tive factors. Under Romanian conditions in the present 
stage. development and modernization of the production 
forces objectively require a priority on expansion of 
energy and raw material resources. To that end and in 
accordance with the guidelines of the | 3th Party Con- 
gress, a number of very extensive special programs have 
been adopted and are being consistently implemented 
for purposes of more intensive geologic research, accel- 
crated development of the extractive industry. improved 
processing and better exploitation, especially of deposits 
poor in content of useful substances. strict conservation 
of energy and scarce raw materials, recovery of all 
reusable resources, and implementation of 4 new and 
radical agrarian revolution that will considerably 
increase agriculture’s contribution to the national econ- 


omy's general progress. 


In its turn the processing industry will undergo new and 
radical qualitative changes in the current five-year plan 
and on to the year 2000. With sustained promotion of 
the mmitensive kind of growth, production of means of 
labor 1s characterized by increasingly rapid incorpora- 
tion of highly technical products making octter use of 
energy and raw materials and providing greater effi- 
ciency comparable to that obtained in the economically 
advanced countries. In 1990 over 96 percent of the 
commodity output supplied by the machine building 
industry will consist of new and redesigned products 
with technical and qualitative performances up to world 
standards. Production of technological equipment will 
be steadily developed, especially that for advanced met- 
allurgical processing. precision mechanics, electronics. 
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muecrociectronics, and the chemucal industry. partscularly 
for low-tonnage chemistry. as well as production of 
robots and manipulators outfitted with high-perfor- 
mance cquipment and apparatus. 


The average annual rate of renovation of the machine 
building industry's output specified for the 1986-1990 
penod will permit placing about 3,000 new products a 
year in manufacture. Renovating products and continu- 
ally improving and enhancing the value of their struc- 
tural, technical-operational, ergonomic and acsihetic 
characteristics are very important for reducing consump- 
tion of raw materials, materials, fucis and energy and for 
increasing their durabiisty mm operation. 


In the present decade the Romanian machine building 
industry #s firmly committed to manufacture of such 
highly advanced new products as depth drilling installa- 
tions. offshore drilling installations, high-capacity tur- 
| * 


advanced apparatus for leboratones and scientific 
research, automation components, third and fourth gen- 
eration process Computers, industrial robots. ctc. 


The diversified assortment of the machine bu:iding 
industry and the higher technical level of its products call 
for an extensive diversification of the metallurgical 
industry, which 1s taking firm measures in the current 
five-year plan to increase the proportion of higher-grade 
alloy steels for manufacture of very advanced and high- 
precision machines and installations. Outputs of rolled 
products and light and pipe shapes will be primarily 
expanded and will amount to 15-15.4 million tons and 
2.2 million tons respectively in 1990. The production 
structure will be diversified by making new, higher 
quality products and the quality of the cxrsting products 
will be umproved., so that major increases will be made in 
the outputs of pipes and high-resistar-ce wire, cold-drawn 
products, cold-rolled steel sheets ar strips. steel cables. 
metal cord, tinplated sheet iron, et ai. 


The chemical industry has been developed very rapidly 
in the last 20° ~ars. The quantitative growth of its output 
has been acc.mpanied by regular diversification and 
modernization of the list of chemical products (over 
15.000 on all) and by steadily improved efficiency and 
intensive use of raw materials and energy in processing. 
Among the peak fields of this sector that are specially 
emphasized in the long-range production structure the 
following are outstanding: fine-synthesis chemistry, low- 
tonnage products, ultrapure materials, semiconductors 
and monocrystallines, high-purity reagents. production 
of white products from superior processing of crude oil, 
production of chemically treatable hydrocarbons 


through continuous renovation and modernization of 
the technologies for processing crude oi! and for chemi- 
cal treatment of methane gas. production of liquid 
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fertuizers and compound ferulizers with macrociements. 
production of pesticides. cic. It ss planned to cipand 
production of boosynthesis and fine syrthesrs products in 
the pharmaceuticals industry as well as that of products 
exploring the national resources of medicinai piants and 
bee and animal extracts. and to diversify and acceicraic 
development of the wApul of rubber and processed 
plastics. 


The vitality of the production forces in Romania and the 
extensive changes by way of their modernization and 
improvement of the indusinal production structure are 
critically affected by the extent to which they are sup- 
ported by research, by the rate at whech the research are 
accepted and mcorporatcd in production, and by the 
steps taken so that scrence ana technology can determine 
the accentuated productivity growth im terms of the 
indicators of economac effectiveness (costs, productivity. 
net income, profitability. ctc.). Through is application. 
scrence becomes more and more of a direct production 
force and a vital factor for modernization and efficiency. 


Of course, the beneficial effects of scrence and technol- 
ogy upon the modernization and effectiveness of the 
production forces do not come about automatically. The 
process must be purposefully supported. organized and 
promoted. In view of those considerations, the RCP 
emphasizes the new technical-screntific revolution in its 
strategy for developing and modernizing the production 
forces and stepping up the operation of the intensive. 
qualitative factors in the process of reproduc- 
ton. As Nicolae Ceausescu said at the | Mh Party Con- 
gress, “Scientific research and rapid and consistent 
introduction of ise research findings and the new gains 
of modern science and technology into production have 
a vital part to play in implementing the program for 
socioeconomic development in the next five-year plan.” 


The strategy for developing and modernizing Romanian 
industry in the present stage 1s based on the scientific 
research and technological engineering programs 
approved by the First Congress on Science and Educa- 
tion on Nicolae Ceausescu’s recommendation and also 
on the programs for scientific organization and modern- 
ization of production drafted under the direct supervi- 
sion of Academician Dr Eng Elena Ceausescu. These 
programs call for very extensive scientific research, tech- 
nological development and introduction of technical 
progress in the 1986-1990 Five-Year Plan with the direct 
participation of the central institutes for scientific 
research and design, the scientific academics, al) units 
for technological engineering and research. the muinis- 
tres, the industrial centrals and the large units through- 
out the whole socialist economy. 


The programs adopted by the party anc state admuinis- 
tratvons call for an extensive effort to electronify the 
entire economy by introducing computing equipment, 
mini- and microprocessors and process Computers in all 
the economic sectors and in society as well. Automation 
of the production process in the processing industry will 





technical operations for processing the materials with 2 
lower energy imput and high cconoma effectivencss. 


It % very emportant to develop some ncw matcrals 
different than the known ones and with far beticr prop- 
eres. The scrence of matenals im Romania has been abic 
and will be better and beticr able to make advanced 


and mechanical properiics surpassing all previous ones 


Accentuated Agricultural Development 


Achievement of a new agrarian revolution 1s an impor- 
tant port on the strategy for developing and moderniz- 
ing the production forces in the Romanmiar cconomy. As 
we know agriculture ss the second basic sector of the 
Romanian socialist coonomy. It provides foodstuffs 
essential to the public's consumption. supplies industry 
with agricultural raw materials. forms surpluses of agri- 
cultural products for cxpor and thereby procurcs mayor 

resources. Agriculture also provides an 
important market for a number of indusinal products 
and  mvaluable for environmental protection and 
restoration 


In veew of all these considerations. the | Mth Party 
(Congress pomnted out that in the present stage the steady 
progress of the natronal economy as a whole 1s insepara- 
ble from securing an optimal ratro between indusiry and 
agriculture by developing agriculture intensively. mod- 
ernizing it rapidly, and considerably increasing its con- 
tributvon to general national development. Nicolac 
(causescu says, “In the 40 years and more since the 
victory of the Antifascest and Anti-Impernalist Revolu- 
tron for Social and National Liberation. we have accom- 
plished two great revolutions in agriculture. Now we arc 
facing the thord revolution, namely the new agrar- 
an revolution first two were more of a social and 
cconomic kind, while the new agranan revolution 
emphasizes application of scrence, a new kind of produc- 
thon, and a superior agriculture mm keeping with the entire 
people's ownership of the land and with socialist owner- 
ship om agriculture as mm the coonomy as a whole” 


If 11 oS to meet some regular demands of development 
and modernization of Romaman society's production 
forces mm the present stage and those of the entire 
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coonomy'’s sicady progress. the nce agraman revolulvon. 
beung 2 process of greai breadth and depth. requires 2 
ecncral change mm the material condstsons, m the nature 
of the work and the way of workong mm agnculturc. and in 
the peasants way of life and thought. as well as provision 
for tegh agricultural outputs to meet the entire peopkc 's 
comsumer needs and the requirements of national cco- 
nome development. 


An micnsive, highly productive agriculture roquircs 
as Ce Se Se oe eon 
sector's technecal-matenal base. The mveument in 
agriculture 1s supported out of state funds and those of 
the Cooperative units, and 1 emphasizes modernization 
of the technical-maternal base and technical progress in 
ts maim directions. namely enhancing the productive 
capacity of the soil, mechanization of the production 
processes, comprehensive use of chemrsiry. and applica- 
thon of the greatest advances im nutrition, genetics to- 
technology. cic. to production in order to make subsian- 
tial garms on productivity and cconomac effectiveness 


It es emtended to complete the process. i its general lines. 
of mechanizing bua crop production and zootechnology 
throughout socialist agriculture by the end of the current 
five-year plan. That will be a critecal step toward mecting 
an essential requirement of the new agrarian revolution. 
namely conversion of agricultural labor to a variety of 
industrial labor, While increasing the number of tractors 
and agricultural machines, steps are being taken to 
mmprove thei technical performances and to diversify 
ther assortment to meet the various requirements of the 
different crops. of land. and operations to be 
performed im all stages of the production cycle im both 
the crop and zootechnical sectors. As a result, m —~ 
agriculture will have 180,000 tractors. a 

saenate Gunster for dhens $6 basteren off eniite taal, and 
a set of highly productive machines performing several 
operations simultancously 


The technecal equipment of agricultural labor was fur- 
ther capanded after 1965 especially. when on Nicolac 
Ceausescu’s murtiative thes basic sector of the cconomy 
ceased to be underrated as tf had been im the previows 
period and a greatcr volume of investments was allo- 
cated to « for development and modernization of the 
material base and regular promotion of technical 
progress m agricultural production. Consequently, a 
trend 1s apparent in this penod toward reduction of the 
gaps and correlation of the levels of equipment of labor 
with fixed assets both between industry and agriculture 
on the whole and between the state agricultural enter- 
prises and the agricultural cooperatives. and among the 
counties as well 


Along with the emphasis upon qualitative improvement 
of the technical equipment of labor, soul fertilizing wll 
also be umproved. in a well-balanced fashion and accord- 
ing to screntific standards. avonding waste and prevent. 
ing polluteng effects. The quantity of chemncal fertilizers 
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will reach 3.5-4 muilhon tons of active substance. averag- 
ing 335-380 kg per hectare of arabic land. The mrmgation 
and drainage sys-cms will also be developed. im order to 
control both msufficent and cxcessive morsture cffec- 
tively. During the 1986-1990 Five-Year Plan 1.8-2.3 
mullhon hectares will be umproved for irmgatson. so that 
there will be $.5-6 millon hectares by the end of 1990. 


yrelds regardicss of the amount of precipitation. 


Development of the technical-materal base of agricul- 
ture 18 also basscally dependent upon structural umprove 
ment of the agrocultural output. especially as regards the 
ratio between crop and livestock production. in the sense 
of wmecreasing the proportion of the laticr in the total 
agricultural output. To that end. along with the emphasis 
on bread-grain production development of zootechnol- 
Ogy ts berg specially emphasized. Its proportion will 
reach about 48 percent mm 1990. while the production 
Structures withen those sectors will be umproved qualrta- 
tively 


In the RCP’s strategy structural improvement of indus- 


try and the cconomy im general according to sectors 1 
correlated with the policy of rational allocation of the 


such steps are also being taken toward intensive growth 
of the economy. Allocation of the ncw production capac- 
tees that well be burlt primarily im backward counties. 
areas and localities wil! not only bring the natural 
resources and manpower in all the countics mto cco- 
nomec circulatvon but will also make fuller use of them 
and make the materialized labor more effec- 
trve. It ss scant for the planned progress in this field 
that mm 1990 an annual per capita volume of economic 
activity will be performed mm cach county amounting to 
at least ®0,000 tei. $0,000 he mm industrial 
output. Clearly the policy of rationalaliocation of the 
production forces throughout the countr, 1s armed at the 
social aspects as well as the economic ones. and equal 
living and working conditions for all Romaman citizens 
regardicss of their natronality or location 


Intensive and (reater F flectiveness 
Essential in the Stage 

The 1 3th RCP Congress placed intensive development 
and greater economic cffectivencss among the major 
aims of the broad and comprehensive process of devel- 
oping and modernizing the production forces im the 
present stage In accordance with the congress’ decrssons. 
Romania's transition to a new stage of economic devel- 
opment. namely from that of a developing socialist 
country to that of a medim developed onc. « the 
strategic objective of the current five-vear plan. so that on 
the 20008 « will become a fully developed socials 
country wherem the commurint principles of work. 
distribution. life. ethics and revolutionary equity will be 
mecreasingly forceful om all fields. In full accord with the 
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requirements of thrs great hrstori strategsc objective. the 
Esghth Five-Year Plan (for 1986-1990) 1s chiefly charac- 
terized by the shift from extensive to intensive ccOMOMAC 
development and attainment of a ace and higher quality 
of work and life mm all branches and sectors of socsoeco- 
nomuec activity. Thrs polecy 1s untended and umpicmented 
as a broad and comprehensive revolutionary process 
mvolving structural-qualiative changes in the main cor- 


especially among the factors for sococconomac develop- 
ment 


The qualitative changes mmvolved in thrs process will be 
succinctly capressed by the more rapid evolution. 1m all 
sectors, of the indicators of the final and act results of 
economa activity (physecal production. nct output, com- 
modity-outpul, national mncome, labor productivity. ctc- 
_wompared with those of the overall results and con- 
sumption of material resources (gross output. social 
product, energy consumption. cic.) 


Technical and qualitative improvement of products 1s to 
make a mayor contributson mm the present stage to devel- 
opment and modernization of the production forces and 
. The necessity and 


and of thew economic characteristics (inputs, productiv- 
ity, costs, extent of use of raw materials. export effective- 
ness). or 1p other words output of products of maxrmum 
use value at minimum outlays. 


In the present stage development and modernization of 
the production forces and intens: ve cconomn develop- 
ment are also critically dependent on more pronounced 
growth of social labor productivity. As Nicolae Ceause- 
scu has said repeatedly. « os vital for the Romanian 
socialist coonomy to mecrease its productivity and to 
become competitive om that respect with any developed 
economy Without considerably greater labor product. v- 
ity. there « no way Romani can become a medium 
developed country. to say nothing of a fully developed 
one. The | Mh RCP Congress accordingly stipulated taat 
about 90 percent of the growth of the natronal imoome 1s 
to be obtained by mncreaseng labor productivity 


According to the provisons of the Program for More 
Pronounced Growth of Labor Productivity by 1990 (a 


program already drafied im the last five-year plan). 
mdusirial labor product-vity m terms of commodity 
Owlput will show an average annual growth rate of 11.2 
percent. Mayor gains are also specified im construction. 
agriculture. transport. etc 


Development and modernization of the production 
forces and intensive reproduction will obyectively bead to 
reduction of maternal production outlays i all branches 
and sectors. Under the conditions of the Romanian 
economy thrs 1s an urgent necessity imposed by a great 








and water. the lemetations of ihe natural resources and 
the greater difficulty of cxjdoming them as well as the 
heavy foreign-cuchange outlays required to impor them. 
and the high proportion of maicnal outlays im the social 
product (about 60 percent). In view of these consder- 
ations. the 13th Party Congress deceded to lower the 
proportion of matcrial outlays m the social product to 
about 53 percent im 1990 and thew proportion m 
national industry per 1.000 le: of commodity output by 
more than 80 ie. To those ends. « % mecessary m the 
1986-1990 Five-Year Plan to reduce energy comsump- 


imal use of every unit's potential, of the maternal and 
technical strength of the production capacities, and of 
the creative power of the cadres. the highly shilled 
workers and al! personnel. for more intensive cxplorta- 
thon of the reserves of greater labor productivity and 
lower material inputs and total manufacturing costs. and 
for wumprovement of all parameters of ccomomie effec- 
tiveness 


Along with the effort made toward modernization and 
screntific organization of production and labor in the 
units. new measures have been taken on the recommen- 
dation and with the telling contribution of Nicolac 
Ceausescu to further emprove the cconormue-financial 
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mechanism to mect the requirements of the Romanian 
cconomy's presemt stage of micnuve development. in 
the planning ficid. the tasks of the State Planneng ( om- 
mulice, menesinecs. centrals and cntcrpriscs om drafting 
and mmplementeng the plan have been more proces!) 
Gcfined mm order to strengthen the centrals role m 
production and to estabirsh derect contacts 
between them and the State Planning ( ommutice on both 
draftsng and implementing the plan The respomsibelitics 
of the collectrwe management organs have also been 
specified as regards gusdance of cfforts v1a the plan in the 
directions critacal to more raped growth of coonom« 
effectiveness, such as; ‘cater labor productiv: ty. techn- 
cal and qualitatewe om fovement of the products. man- 
ufacture of products G mpctitive on the foreygn markcts 
better use of products « capacities, lower mputs of rae 
matenals. fucl and cn ‘gy. and more micnsrve micgra- 
on. specializing and « operation im productson 


In the financial field. measures have been adopted for 
better formation and use of enterprise funds m clow 


application. while the methods of financeng and credi- 
mg the cconomic units have also been emproved for 
purposes of better and use of the cursting 
potential and consolidation of order and drsciptine in al! 
activities. 


The results logged rn Romania's socrocconomac dev clop- 
ment in the penod since the | Mh Party Congress mnd)- 
cate that the workers’ efforts under the party organiza- 
tions lead have produced a development on the whole in 
all sectors. In 1986 the mndustrial growth rate was up 7” 
percent from 1985. the national income was up 7) 
percent. and labor productivity m natronal mdustry 
(computed on the basis of the commodity output) was up 
7.4 percent. The agricultural growth rate was 12.8 per- 
cent, since the 1986 harvest of bread grams (ower |. 100) 
kg per capita) was the best m the natron'’s hretory 
Although the growth rates otained in the mann socjo- 
cconomn sectors can be conudered good. as Nicolac 
‘causescu sand. they are not up to the Romanian ccon- 
omy's preseni potentials or the requirements for them 
In fact. an cxacteng analyses made with a sense of 
revolutionary responsitulity shows that the rewits 
obtained were below the cxrsting potentials and require. 
ments because there were still some defects m plan 
fulfillment and in modernization and better organization 
of production and labor There were lags behind the plan 
proviwons m the cxtractive and energy-cngimecring 
indusines. im metallurgy. machine burlding and chemis- 
try. and on performance of cuport tasks as well. They are 
largely duc to persisteng shoricomings im organization 
and management and to faslure of some enterprises and 
centrals to correctly apply the principles of self-managc- 
ment. self-administre*-on and self-financing. which prin- 
copies are bas to the operating mechanrem of the 
Romanian socialrst ecomomy 


~ 











cating compicte 
the plan tasks for 1987 and the whole five-year pian 


The Indrvedual as the Prime | actor and Supreme (cal 
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labor force. As be says. “We must epecuslly cmphewre 
the programs to emprove the profewswonal and te hnx 2! 
qualificatoms of the worters and specuairsts om all acts - 
mecs. We need to rarse the level of know todge further of 
c are to accommpirsh madcrnizatvon and the arms of the 
techncal-nrentefic revolution and the ace agranan res - 
oehon.~ 


The comuderatic capanwos of automation ©) hernctiza- 
thon, clectromizateon. roboturatvon. cic. m the acul ice 
vears well sheft the cemtcr of gravety of productive wort 
more and more toward predominant handleng of inc rcas- 
ingly advanced sects of machines egumpped eth soph 
ticated clectrona devices and apparatus. mmsicad fo wm- 
pic tools and ordenary machines Sence the former muw 
be dewgred. burt and then activated and handicd by 


The demands upon profewonal trameng arc on nce 
terms and more acute today and cepecially om the future 
mvolving such fughly drverwfied questioms as the struc - 
ture of the labor force according to specialities not only 
for the newest fields created by screntefic and technical 
progress but also for the other ficids. wherem the 
demands of the sorentific-technn 2! revolution arc avert- 
ong thermscives more and more rapidly the constantly 
ring entciiectual and scsentifx standards of labor. not 
only m research. Gewgn. plenneng. cic. bul also mm 
production property speakong .‘ use values and serv wes 
the mecreawngly mch arca of & chmscal knowledge that 
work m production demands a well as the greater 
capacity for fleastulety m the eorkeng process and for 
raged shifting fromm ome field to another and the abelrty 
to perform operations pertaming to allved or oven differ. 
em speciaiees semultancously of succewrvely and the 
potential for research mmnovation forecasting propect. 
mg. etc 


As the prime factor determining implementation of thc 
whole program for natronal sacraccomomn dev clopment 
drafted by the 1 Mh RCP Congress. development and 
modernization of the production forces are chiefly 
miended to provede the necessary resowrces for the 
further emprovement of the people's welfare The growth 
of the natronal moome provides for the growth of the 
public's mncomes and real wages om the | 986-1990 Five. 
Vear Plan ( onstent application of the pronceples of the 
sxtairst remuneration system and close correlation of 
every worker's carnengs eith the results oftamned mm 
production are also producing encowragmng correlations 
among the mcomes of vanous categornes of personne! 
(>n that bases and as the stabelity of retard! proces and rates 
for services 1s marnntarned. the real moormes of the rura! 
and urban workers are mncreawng The votume of retay! 
sales of commmedetees wea socuaiest trade will be up 9 4 
percent om 199) from 1985 Howseng conditroms will be 
further emproved by comstruction of more than ~S) (i) 
apartments The 44-hour work eeck will be gradually 
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throughow!l the ccomom, so thal the eorkers 
oil bencfi by two days off pcr month m addition to 
Sundays The health-protection systerm ell be further 
mmproved 


The Natonal Party Conference ell open up ace and 


important prospects for more and more pronounced 
development and modermuraton of the production 
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forces and for the msc of all Romanian socecty to cver 
hagher levels of progress and civilization Confident of 
those prospects. the workers and the entere poopie arc 
grectemg the conference eth mcreawngly sgneficant 
results .» fulfilling the plans for thes year and for the 
whole five-year penod 


7186 O08 OS 
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Housing Still Problem for Young People 
24000037 Bratuslava SUENA in Slovak 23 Dec 87 p 9 


[Article by Eva Zelenayova from material of the Social 
Development and Labor Research Instnute in Bratis- 
lava: “How Young People Live and How They Want to 
Live™] 


| Text] In our society independent housing 1s considered 
one of the basic social securities. The existing conditions 
in housing. community and technical facilities, and 
recreational support do not meet the current demands 
and it 1s therefore umperative that we responsibly and 
thoroughly re-evaluate new construction im particular 
since it will serve mainly young people. 


In evaluating tc ,roblems of housing for the youager 
generation we are considering young people aged 20 to 
34 years. In the entire CSSR this group makes up 
3.507.000 inhabitants, which is 22.7 percent of the 
overall population. Characteristically, they are compict- 
ig Gnut tramong for making a contribution to socicty, 
are gradually entering into social life, are getting an 
apartment and furnishing 1, are giving birth to children, 
and are acquiring fixed habits and formulating their 
lifestyle. 


Young people aged 20 to 24 years make up approxi- 
mately 30.9 percent of the entire young population and 
we can break them down into two groups: the first 1s 
made up of youth who have zone to work and most of 
whom suffer from financial problems because they do 
not carn enough to satisfy their needs. The second part of 
this group of young people 1s made up of students with 
minimal earned income. Even in this group there are 
marriages, just as in the previous group, and they like- 
wise suffer from a shortage of their own carnings, hous- 
img. cic 


Young people aged 25 to 29 years make up 33.1 percent 
of the younger generation and we can divide them into 
three groups. Working youth and young people with a 
middle-school education already have the mutial prob- 
lems with entering society behind them and a significant 
majority have housing and have already started a new 
tamily The third group includes higher school graduates 
who stil have the problems connected with setting up a 
houschold before them. Most of them also have continu- 
ing financial problems. 


Approxmmately 4% percent of the younger generation 1s 
made up of young people aged ¥) to 34 years. In this 
group. the differences typical for the foregomng age cate- 
gores are already disappearing and they are beginning to 
blend in with the rest of the population. In thes group. the 
financial and housing situations are usually already 
worked out and the tamily life has already taken on a 
certain lifestyle 
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Housing 1s onc of the basic problems which young peoplic 
must resolve either before or after marrage. They have 
several options as to how to acquire housing. wiih the 
construction of a single-family home the most expensive. 
followed by some form of cooperative fixed construction 
which forces young people to adjust their lives to possi- 
bilities of getting housing in thrs manner. Anoiher pos- 
sibility 1s in Cooperative housing. but this rarely umme- 
diately solves the housing problem. state housing 1s less 
and less realistic as ar Option because of its small share 
in housing construction. There also cxrsts the possibility 
of buying a personally owned apariment or acquiring 
lower-catcgory housing and taking on modernizing «1. 
After the housing 1s acquired. other living demands show 


up. 


Research by the Social Development and Labor 
Research Institute in Bratislava shows that young peopic 
rate the community facilities in their housing projects 
just as the other age groups of the population do. It gives 
a medium positive rating to the public, restaurant. and 
kindergarten facilities, but a low positive to the medical 
facilities, nurseries, and local transportation. The shop- 
ping and sports areas get a low negative. the nctwork of 
services and cultu:al facilities 1s rated a medium nega- 
tuve, and the facilities for young people and children’s 


playgrounds gct very bad or very negative. 


Young people's method of housing in the CSSR 1s not 
studied statistically and therefore the results of the 
institute's research do not necessarily fully agree with 
actuality. Some of them are very interesting and have 
something to say about the creation of territornal plans 
and meeting housing needs. A survey of a population 
sample shows that only 52.4 percent of houscholds (at 
ages of 20 to 34 years) live in independent housing, with 
41.5 percent im their parents’ housing, 1.8 percent as 
subtenants, 2.5 percent at boarding schools or homes. 1.6 
percent im their own housing but with another family. 
and 0.2 percent of the respondents in other facilities. The 
grcaicst portion of young people live in enterprise hous- 
ing. some 40 percent. and cooperative housing, 33.5 
percent. These are followed by housing im the family 
home, but the numbers have dropped significantly in 
comparison with the survey mm 1979. which means that 
the decline in single-family home construction has been 
reflected un young peoples’ housing. 


It 1s comforting that when we compare the survey in 
1979 with the survey of thes vear, there has been an 
mcrease om the number of young families which have 
then own housing by the fifth year after getting marred 
While mn 1979 75 percent of the young families had ther 
own housing by the fifth year after getting marred, m 
1987 1 was up to 81.1 percent 


Of the young families, 28.7 percent would like to hive mm 
towns of 20.000 to $0,000 mhabitants, 20.5 percent m 
small towns close to an imdusinal center, the same 
amount om villages close to an mndusinal center, 1.42 
percent om towns with over 590.000 imhabiiants, 10.6 
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percent anywhere in a village. and 5.5 percent of young 
families had no preference as to where they live. In 
comparison with the previous survey. the imterest of 
young people im living in the country and in small 
housing units increased and there 1s less and Iess interest 
in big cities. 


In connection with determining Opinion on the optumum 
type of housing. there was confirmation of the gencrally 
known position that the majority. $8.4 percent of the 
respondents. prefers to live in a single-family home. 
There ts no inleresi. however, in immediately building a 
house Roughly 42 percent of the young people have a 
preference for low-rise construction and only 3 percent 
preferred high-rise housing. 


It 1s understandable that the younger gencration prefers 
to acquire state housing. up to $4.1 percent of the total 
number of respondents, over the cooperative or fixed 
form which 17.1 percent indicated. and 15.7 percent 
considered acquiring personal ownership of housing as 
the optimum. The ownership form of housing was a 
matter of indifference to 13.1 percent of the respondents. 


As far as the size of the housing 1s concerned, the younger 
generation prefers three- and four-room apartments of 
the first category. An area over 70 square meters is 
considered the optimum living area by almost 40 percent 


of the respondents. 


Young families’ housing. the acquisition of housing, and 
the cxapenses connected with this show a wide range of 
differences in the social group of young peoplc aged 20 to 
34 years. This is not a result, however, of the young 
people's interests, but of differing regional, social, and 
economic relationships. According to the results of the 
survey by the Social Development and Labor Rescarch 
Institute, the most serious problems are the shortage of 
housing for young families in the urbanized cenicrs and 
mm the country, unsustable types and structures of hous- 
ing. the shortage of improved lots for the construction of 
single-family homes in the country and in towns, 
unplanned and lagging construction and renovation of 
community and technical facilities both in the new 
housing units and in the carsting housing areas, differ- 
ences in the capenses for acquiring and utilizing housing 
which do not respect the principles of social justice and 
social security, the construction and renovation of hous- 
mg units for anonymous users which intensifics the 
alienation of people, and lastly the low financial asscts of 
young familes which makes them substantially depen- 
dent financially on the parents. 


Even though the above information comes from broad 
surveys, and not just from the cxpertise of the imstitute, 
it cannot be considered to be complete. On the contrary, 
it demands systematic attention for us to start from the 
actual needs of the population in capital construction. 
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Architects Voice Complaints 
24000029 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Crech 
4 Nan S7 p 5 


[Sciected commentaries in an article by Peter Kovac and 
Karel Uhk: “From the Discussions ai the Scoond Con- 
gress of the © zechoslowak Architects’ Union™] 


[Excerpts] The Second Congress of the Czech Architects 
Umon was held Saturday and Sunday in the Praguc 
Palace of Culture. We bring vou excerpts from some of 
the discussion presentations. 


Master artsst Zdenck Kuna. chairman of the Crech 
Architects’ Union: The main question today and for the 
future of architecture in general is the state. capability. 
and ability of our construction industry. We declare 
unambiguously thal i 1s not possible to speak realrsti- 
cally of the development of architecture. of the deliber- 
ate promulgation of RAD progress in projects. or of 
architecture which in its function and cxapression mects 
the demands of the conclusion of the 20th century if the 
sphere of implementation, without which architecture 
cannot gct along. 1s backward. It 1s only to a very small 
degree that the Czechoslovak construction industry can 
today implement modernistic projects in thew fullest 
quality, even though many archiiccts themsclves. taught 
by years of negative cxperences, remain very close to the 
ground in their plans. 


Stating the situation 1s not, however, the way forward. 
Architecture and construction are two mutually depen- 
dent aspects of one process and we would like to have 
them also be the inseparable guarantors of a unified 
result, the benefit of society as a whole 


A no less important question 1s thal of intensifying 
contacts with the leading world innovators and an 
mecreased quantity of information on the current events 
m the world. Much of this can be done by the union 
periodicals. but much more by our union itself. We 
should seriously think im the immediate future about 
how we can, for example, set up exhibits and speeches in 
Prague and Bratislava by important world architects 
from the socialist and capitalist countries. Let us just 
remember what great significance for the development 
of Czech functionalistic architecture the two Le Corbu- 
seer lectures given in Prague and Brno in 1925 had. They 
Stimulated discussion, enthusiasm, and rejection. but 
mainly they inspired creative architectural thinking 
which finally blossomed in unique works in Europe. And 
this 1s also what we should be concerned about today as 
well. 


Matus Dulla, Slovak Academy of Science: At one ple- 
num of the central commitice we had a guest who said an 
unpleasant thing to us. He did it tactfully. so that i 1s 
possible that no one even noticed it in the bustle. He 
declared that architects are little respected. | think that 
he 1s right. In acquiring new knowledge of the world in 
gencral and of the world of architecture in particular, 
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everything has often shrunk down for us just to willfully 
curtailed expenence, to looking al pictures in magazines, 
or to noncommiuttal, mostly skeptical debates. 


When 1 will not be read, why write it! Magazines are not 
platforms where the authors want to impart new infor- 
mation and give their opinions. Criticism and polemics 
are vegetating. Books on architecture which we get 
published with difficulty are often feeble compilations. 
We translate hardly anything. It is an enchanted circle. 
we do not read and we do not write. How do we break it? 


Only a purposeful drawing on knowledge from abroad 
can rouse us from this lethargy. We have not translated 
anything from Ikonnikov, or from Jenckse, or from 
Lynch. Have we translated anything at all? And we can 
also translate the Americans from Russian; they came 
out there a long time ago. We should therefore include 
the task of working up and implementing a demanding 
editorial concept for original and translated professional 
and scientific literature in the field of architecture and 
urban planning in our union's program. 


If a number of architectural projects remain only at the 
level of pragmatic resignation and their program concept 
is zero, then it is no wonder that the professional 
scientific front has not built up any theory of architec- 
ture. On what would they busld it? Yes, | know. It is not 
possible to shift the blame just to an absence of a 
philosophy of individual creativeness, but here as well 
the prerequisites must come into being. No theory in our 
field has ever been created a priori. It must come into 
being in reaching an understanding with creativeness. 


Master artist Miloslav Sykora, Stavoprojekt Prague: Past 
and current deficiencies confirm that in the creation of a 
living environment it is not possible to separate quality 
from quantity. The neglect of the qualitative aspect in 
our housing construction is the cause of justifiable crit- 
icism by the populace in some sectors of our housing and 
living environment. 


Unfortunately, architecture and urban planning are not 
sufficiently included in the legislative standards for 
housing construction, which makes it possible for some 
participants, the partners, in the investment process to 
neglect or underrate the social importance of architec- 
ture. Therefore to expect to raise the quality of our 
housing and the architecture of housing construction 
only by the principle of finding hidden opportunities for 
architectural and urban planning creativity and the area 
of design work would mean just a formalistic dealing 
with the deficiencies. 


Evzen Kuba, Stavoprojekt Ostrava: It really matters to 
people in what kind of environment they live, what kind 
of construction projects they pass by daily. Dirty and 
pecling panels can induce emotions suitable only to the 
corresponding level. People are not blind. They move 
about with their eyes open and a susceptiLle heart. They 
notice and compare, here and abroad as well, perhaps 
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right in neighboring countries. Objectively stated, this 
comparison will not come oul very favorably for us. We 
all know this well and are put out by 1. But if they can do 
it elsewhere, under comparable conditions, then we must 
also be able to do it. No one can deny this by internal 
logic. The matter of architecture is also a matter of will. 
Responsibility and decisiveness’ 


Recently we heard from responsible persons the most 
pleasant assurances of a turnaround in the concept of our 
construction industry. It sounded good. but the years of 
the 5-year plan go by. It is very disturbing. So, like how 
many times in the past will everyone agree again that this 
old, well-known panel will do? Even for our picturesque 
little towns? As its distinctive input to the modernization 
and reconstruction of the center of town? It would truly 
be a hard awakening to reality. 


It is particularly we architects who especially impatiently 
await the actual implementation of the new economic 
mechanism and the functioning of the law on state 
enterprises. We believe that the principle of self-financ- 
ing does not threaten the creativity of architecture in the 
design institutes. Under certain conditions. 


We have already agreed earlier that the current structure 
and functions of the design organizations have outlived 
their usefulness and have a negative effect in terms of the 
desired high quality of creativity in architectural works. 
The design institutes cannot be allowed to continue to be 
just the manufacturers of designs. There 1s a historical 
chance being offered to create a design enterprise in 
which it would be possible to put together comprehen- 
sive designer teams in a flexible manner. people who are 
personally interested both in the effect on society as a 
whole and in the quality of the creativity. Orders would 
be distributed between artistic architectural creativity 
and design activities, as is the case in some other fields in 
the cultural sphere, where the artistic creativity 1s 
directly tied to the production technology portion (icle- 
vision, film, arts and crafts). Architectural creativity 
would be evaluated by an artistic commission named by 
the promoter of the project. It 1s obvious that it would be 
necessary to adjust the price tag on design work in 
connection with self-financing relative to the prices for 
designs in industrialized countries and a number of other 
relationships. 


Dusan Bohac, chairman of the Slovak Architects’ Union: 
Currently it is unfortunately the case that investment 
practices so far do not include demands for creation of 
high-quality architecture and the inescapable need for 
the participation of architects is not ensured in the 
management process of investment, design. and imple- 
mentation preparations. It is clear that higher legislative 
standards are needed which would resolve these prob- 
lems comprehensively and uniformly. 


Al the same time we must more deeply analyze the 
internal reasons why under our conditions we have so 
little designer individuality, behind which there 1s cre- 
ativity documenting great mastery. a creativity generally 
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recognized and accepted, a creativity gro #ing oul of our 
conditions and goals and at the same time relating 10 the 
overall urban planning and architectural devclopment in 
the world. 


06285/09599 


Critical Look at Environmental Protection 
Program 


24000033 Prague HOSPODARSKE NOVINY in Coech 
No 49, 1987 pp 8-9 


{Article by Eng Josef Vavrousck, candidate for Doctor of 
Science, Research Institute for Scientific and Technical 
Development, Prague: “Have We Decided in Time?” } 


{Excerpts} Our system for managing environmental pro- 
tection 1s not efficient enough. It has a very loose and 
complicated structure, and there is no central institution 
to Coordinate activities at the national level. No organi- 
vatuonal provisions have yet been made for environmen- 
tal protection at the legrsiative level. 


Nor 1s environmental protection well enough organized 
im State administrative agencies. The environmental 
councils of the CSR and SSR Governments are involved 
in a number of positive activities, but they fulfill only an 
advisory function, and have no decisionmaking author- 
ity. Meanwhile, environmental damage requires atten- 
ton at the national level. along with extensive interna- 
tional cooperation. 


Activities of the State Planning Commission are focused 
mainly on coordinating the state program of ecological 
investment (building waste water treatment plants. etc ). 
The State Commission for RAD and Capital Investment 
iS involved in environmental protection and the rational 
use of natural resources through the preparation of 
conceptual and program documents and coordinating 
their rmplementation. It does not, however, have cither 
the authority, personnel, access to information. technical 
or organizational capabilities to perform this function 
well 


State administration of mdividual aspects of environ- 
mental protection is mm the hands of 13 coordinating 
central agencies, 12 of which are at the republic level. 
However, protecting the environment is not the main 
responsibility of any of these agencies, so inevitably their 
actions frequently involve the simplest possible cxploi- 
tation of a given natural resource. 


With significant exceptions (¢.g.. the North Bohemian 
Regional National Committee) environmental protec- 
tion 18 also not handled well at the national committee 
level. The national commiutices are relatively weak in 
comparison with production sectors. Voluntary social 
organizations that would involve cxperts and laymen 
with an interest in ecology have not yet appeared in this 
country 


SOCIAL 


The results 1s that the management of environmental 
protection within the current organizational structure 1s 
handied in a fragmented and isolated way. with no 
account taken of the :nterrelationships between individ- 
ual components of the environment, and without the 
establishment of links to other processes that are ongoing 
within society. Economic growth and cnvironmential 
protection are separated from cach other. with prefer- 
ence given almost exclusively to short term cconomic 
interests. 


Our legal code contains some 165 standards governing 
interaction with the environment. Each onc relaics 
either to one aspect of the environment (water, air, soil 
forests) or to one of the factors disrupting the environ- 
ment (noise, vibration, sonized radiation, cic.). These 
individual standards have been developed with no 
mutual interrelationship, so that the system of regula- 
tions 1s disorderly. There 1s still no “umbrella” legal 
standard. The obligation to protect the environment and 
 wse natural resources im a rational manner 1s not 
adequately included in either our constitution, our com- 
mercial or our criminal codes. 


The quality of specific standards differs widely. Laws 
governing water resource management are by and large 
satisfactory. Laws related to air quality. soil forest and 
general protection of nature have been les well thought 
out. No provisions at all have been developed relative to 
solid waste management. 


Moreover, the record of compliance with standards 1s 
horrible. Standards are frequently ignored cither pur- 
posely or out of ignorance. or regulations are rendered 
useless by the granting of mass exceptions. For instance. 
at the end of 1985 some 2.400 exceptions had been 
issued related to the water law of the CSSR. and the CSR 
government alone was considering an additional | 300 
applications. Even though the exceptions were revoked, 
firms continue to discharge untreated waste water. This 
conflict between relatively strict laws and very lax 
enforcement of comphance results not only in environ- 
mental destruction, but also in a substantial weakening 
of the efficiency of the legal code as a whole. 


The orentation of the plan towards volume indicators 
forces enterprises to focus on the amount of product they 
manufacture rather than product quality. This im turn 
leads to excessive use of natural resources, and the 
generation of large amounts of waste. Extensive redistn- 
bution processes to a large extent mask differences 
between organizational managerial efficiency and there- 
fore different attitudes to the environment 


Every 5-year plan adopted in recent decades has con- 
tained goals related to environmental improvement 
These plans also included, however, production and 
other tasks, the implementation of which inevitably led 
to further environmental damage. The plans have. in 
other words, lacked imternal consistency, as well a: 


priorities for ecological goals. 
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The environmental “sector™ 1s inadequately represenicd 
mm the current planning system in the form of an envi- 
ronmental protection plan. This for practical purposes 
restricts the resolution of ecological problems almost 
exclusively to correction after the fact or to measures 
involving Compensation. There rs no systematic preven- 
won program aimed ai changing those production and 
consumption patterns that damaee the environment. In 
fact, measures have not always been imposed even after 
the fact. In the Fifth 5-Year Plan ecological investments 
(in waste water treaiment plants. separators. cic.) 
accounted for 1.47 percent of total national economic 
investment (Kes 8.2 billion out of a total of Kes 559 
bilhon). In the Sixth 5-Year Plan the figure declined to 
1.17 percent (Kes 9.2 billion out of Kcs 756 billion), and 
mn the Seventh 5-Year Plan to 1.0 percent (Kes 7.2 billion 
out of Kes 725 bilhon). These are investment projects 
with budgeted costs in cxcess of Kes 2 million. In the 
current 5-year plan these investments will be 2.3 percent 
of the total (Kes 17.1 billon). To date, however, these 
resources have not been fully allocated because of a lack 
of interest on the part of investors and supplicrs. 


Staffers working on ccological problems are dispersed 
throughout numerous organizations and their work 1s 
poorly coordinated. There 1s not cnough imitcrnational 


cooperation. 


Territorial and district planning 1s poorly coordinated, 
and has very littl power relative to “sectoral” plans. 
Even those organizations involved in exploring various 
areas are not well coordinated, which leads to an accu- 
mulation of unwanted impacts on ecosystems created by 
both nature and by man. and to the appearance of 
synergrstic phenomena that disrupt ccological stability. 


Thos set of plans does not take sufficient account of the 
fact that the retention or renewal of ecological stability in 
a regron 1s a prerequisite of economic development. 


The significant scope of irreversible imtervention in 
natural environments 1s im sharp contrast to our rela- 
tively lumited knowledge of ccological laws. On top of 
this. fully demonstrated findings are frequently ignored. 
Economic development 1s too closely linked to a rapid 
and wasteful use of renewable but mainly nonrenewable 
natural resources, use which amounts often to pillaging. 
The result +s gradually to restrict the options of future 
generations. We have no long term strategy for intcgrat- 
ing ecological concerns into the national replacement 
process. where they should be as an essential component 
of economec intensification 


The pricing system takes only little account of the rarity 
of nonrenewable natural resources, their level of disrup- 
tron, and the overall costs involved in replacing renew- 
able resources. No value 1s assigned to natural resources 
under the current foundation theory. so they are costless 
goods. Their price 1s derived solely from the costs of 
extraction. The unsustainability of this concept has led 
to the establishment of certain protected zones where, at 
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least theoretically. natural resource cxploiation 1s pro- 
hibited. The resources located in these areas. therefore. 
have an infinite price. This 1s a price policy polarized at 
two irreconcilable extremes. 


The prices of a number of products do not reflect the 
total social costs of their production and costs related to 
compensation or the prevention of fulure damage. or 
costs of collection and recycling of the used product. 
Relatively low prices of clectrnicity, heat, cement, sicel, 
and other products. the production of which causes 
extensive environmental damage. 1s “ue of the reasons 
for our widespread waste of these resources, and conse- 
quent additional environmental damage. 


Prices of secondary raw matcrials (waste and discarded 
products) are always very low or do not cxrst. Thus, there 
are no incentives to process the wastes for use or for sale. 
Secondary raw materials are not even interesting to their 
potential users. It 1s more advantageous for them to 
obtain relatively cxpensive primary raw matcrials that 
they can include in the price of the product, and because 
normally they need to cxpend less eſſon to process a 
primary raw material 


Prices in thes area clearly are not fulfilling their informa- 
tional function, because they do not point to the rarity of 
natural resources and the degree to which the environ- 
ment is being destroyed. Nor do they play an incentive 
function, because they provide no motivation to con- 
serve raw materials and energy. or to install equipment 
or design products with improved environmental perfor- 
mance. Prices also do not have an impact on the distn- 
bution of resources that are created. An organization 
that unthinkingly consumes and utilizes natural 
resources and emits harmful substances receives no 
penalties and sees no negative revenuc impact from 
these activities. Prices thus have a negative impact on 
the rationality of decrssonmaking at both the micro- and 
macro-economic levels. 


Allocations to the replenishment fund do not take ade- 
quate account of environmental replacement, based on 
the implicit assumption that this type of replacement 
takes place of its own accord, based on the regencrative 
capabilities of nature. However, the limits of these 
natural capabilities have been significantly exceeded on 
most of our territory. The total consumption of our 
society 18 now higher than the realistic regeneration 
capacity of natural and manmade environments. We 
should adjust our reported national income downward 
by an amount equal to the cxcess resources we consume 
and the damages caused by waste emissions 


The system of penalties (fines, levies, and payments) for 
environmental pollution are to a great extent ineffectual. 
In relation to the damage caused, the penalties are 
relatively modest. Moreover, they remain at the same 
level, while the costs to rectify the damage constantly 
increase. For enterprises, then, it makes more economic 
sense to damage the environment than to install new 
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equipment, build a waste waiter treatment plant. an 
emussions treatment facility, or a managed solid wasic 
dump. With the exception of the power generation sector 
the costs involved im operating a separator are higher 
than the fines payable for polluting the au. Sometimes 
the differences are striking. In metallurgy the fines are 
100 tumes lower than the costs of the emissions control 


equipment 


Current credit and tax policy provides no incentives. 
either in the form of favorable credit terms or tax credits. 
for the installation of ecologically more appropriatc 
equipment or for the production of products with 
improved ecological performance characteristics. There 
iS not a single standard related to capital invesiment 
projects that strictly prohibits beginning the operation of 
a project that does not meet current antipollution stan- 
dards. It 1s sufficient to sustify why the standards are not 
met. This leads firms to adopt a narrow view of cco- 
nomic efficiency that focuses exclusively on immediate 
returns and the reduction of nonproductive costs. These 
include the costs of solid waste and water treatment 
facilities. 


There is a significant number of sources of information 
related to the environment. At the national level there 
are at least 19 specialized information systems and 9 
branches that keep statistical records. All these systems. 
unfortunately operate in rsolation from all the others, so 
the data 1s never compared. Lots of information impor- 
tant for recognizing relationships between nature and 
society, and on which to base operational decisions and 
Strategic plans 1s monitored and analyzed cither not at all 
or in an unsystematic fashion. It 1s. therefore. often 
impossible to generate time series data. There are also 
problems with the reliability of certain data. 


There is a fundamental problem with the accessibility of 
processed information. This makes it impossible, or at 
least difficult to establish reverse links based on relation- 
ships that have been demonstrated between certain 
activities and a specific type of environmental damage. 
This complicates the coordination of preventive and 
corrective measures. 


Results of analyses indicate that current management of 
the national replacement process contributes signifi- 
cantly to environmental damage and to the nonrational 
use of natural resources. This basic characteristic 
remains unaltered by 1solated “improvement” consisting 
in the introduction of individual, bul always isolated 
corrective measures. An effort to incorporate ecological 
considerations in the management system of the national 
replacement process must become an integral compo- 
nni, and an essential precondition, of any attempt to 
restructure our socicty. 


A change in the organization of our society and an 
improvement in the management of environmental pro- 
tection will require at the microeconomic level a sub- 
stantial increase in real decisionmaking authority at the 
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VHJ and enterprise level. an increase im their responsi- 
bility for natural resource utilization, waste emissions. 
and the ccological characteristics of thew products. 
Increasing accountability without also increasing dec- 
sionmaking authority will not change the attitudes of any 


firms to ecological problems. 


A further requirement for improving environmental 
protection efforts 1s to create the position of a relatively 
independent enterprise ecologist. This person or persons 
would be equipped with decisionmaking authormy both 
at tumes of accidents that threaten the environment and 
for input into decisions related to production programs 
and changes im technology. It would also make sense to 
re-evaluate the product based motivation for the estab- 
lishment of most enterprises and to make i possible to 
establish combine type organizations for the comprehen- 
sive (waste free or low waste) utilization of raw materials 
and inputs. The first order of business would be the 
setting up of materials and energy flows within territonal 
entities. 


Al the macrosocial level ut 1s clearly advantageous to 
reduce substanuvally the number of central agencies and 
to take away their authority to intervene m any way on 
cconomic or other processes. Conceptually. three spe- 
cialized state commissions would play key roles im cco- 
nomic management. The State Planning Commussion 
[SPK] would follow mainly the quantitative aspects of 
development. The State Commission on RAD and Cap- 
ital Investment [SKVTIR] would be responsible for 
qualitative matters. A third commission would be 
responsible for regional issues. including the comprehen- 
sive development of territorial entities, and above all 
rational land use and environmental protection. So far 
we lack a central institution with this mandate. With 
such an entity established, the process of developing a 
Strategy for the development of our socicty would 
involve the constant confrontation and interaction of the 
positions of these three groups on the overall natronal 


replacement process. 


The proposed state commission for the environment and 
natural resources would be responsible for developing 


programs in cight areas. 


1. The development of standards limiting natural 
resource use, the emission of harmful substances, and 
other forms of environmental damage and the adoption 
of penalties, corrective, and preventive measures. 


2. The comprehensive monitoring and cvaluation of 
natural resource use, environmental quality and its 
impact on health care, social, economic, political and 
other programs, and the domestic and imternational 
factors impacting the environment 


3. Macro- and microeconomic changes designed to 
reduce negative factors affecting the environment and to 
conserve natural resources 
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4. The preparation and implementation of less cncrgy 
and raw materials intensive. low wastc. recycling. pur- 
fication, and other ccologically responsible production 
and consumption technologics. 


5. The preparation and production of products with 
better performance characteristics relative to the cnvi- 
ronment, and with recycling capability. 


6. Introducing ecological considerations imto rural man- 


agement throughout the couatry, including the protcc- 
tion of nature. and the gcnofund of plants and animals. 


7. Introducing ccological consdcratvons mito manage- 
ment, education and tramung (in both applied and hasic 
research). 


8 International cooperation. 


To carry out these functions. the proposed commission 
would have to have not only the requisite decrssonmak- 
ing authority. but also the necessary resources, mncluding 
an environmental protection fund. 


The production and contro! functions of state admunis- 
trative agencies, national commiutices at all levels. and 
other organizations must be precisely defined. Special- 
ized control agencies should be given some reali aulono- 
my. They should have the authority not only to propose 
fines, payments, and other punishments for pollution. 
but also the authority to umpose the penalties. 


We must also support the development of voluntary 


citizen and professional activities focused on organizing 
environmental protection cfforts. 


Improving the legal code involves first of all adding to 
the constitution a mght to a clean environment for all 
citizens, and an obligation on the part of all citizens. 
organizations, and state agencies to protect the environ- 
ment and use natural resources wisely. It would also be 
desirable to revive and speed up work on an umbrella 
law codifying the basic principles of environmental 
protection. This law should also coordinate the relatron- 
ships between specific laws and standards that apply to 
specific parts of the environment, or to factors in or 
consequences of environmental damage. 


The above standards would be most effectively based on 
the following principles: 


—the prevention of ecological damage. 
—reducing emissions and their sources. 


—making the producer of wasics responsible for their 
correct disposal, 


— incorporating environmental protection measures in 
all programs and plans 
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All laws and other standards of the admunrstrativec. 
commercial. and criminal codes should include stan- 
dards and precise tumctabies for the tghtcning of lumrts 


any faculty that docs not comply with the cstabirshed 
conditions. These standards should be strict but feasrbic. 
so that they will not be devalucd by the granting of 
cxacepuions. The impliementation of these principics will 


mandatory. The environ- 
should provide first of all for a 
in Negative environmental imflu- 
ences, then an m the ccologrcally 
related parameters of manufactured products. Thrs plan 
should become a part of a regional plan resultrng from 
integrating current district and territorial plans. One of 
the functions of this plan will be to establish local, 
relatively autonomous production and consumption 
cycles requiring minimal inputs of external raw materials 
and energy. and which would have the smallest possbic 
negative impact on the environment. 


programs 
include the rough outlines of solutions to all the basic 


problems of social development 


The current concept of socioeconomic efficiency should 
be cxpanded to include an ecological dimension, with 
coological considerations receiving “equal billing” im 
decissonmaking. Permits to export or to import should 
be made conditional on the products mm question meeting 
required ecological standards (emissions. norse. vibra- 
tion, electromagnetic radiation, cic.) To finance mea- 
sures that exceed the capaciiy of a single enterprise. a 
single state fund for environmental protection should be 
established. Natural resource management should be 
administered by the proposed state commission 
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Improvements to the information sysicem include the 
mcorporation im all statrstscal semes and other public 
documents information on the cvolutvon of cnvironmen- 
tal quality. and on the causes and consequcnces of any 
trends. There 1s a need systematically to evaluate data on 
current and proposed development trends. It 1s also 
essential gradually to integrate and refine a specialized 
information sysiem related to environmental protection. 
and linked to other information systems. There must 
also be pul im place concurrently a sct of specific mea- 
sures that will facilitate flexible response to situations of 
critucal environmental pollution, for imstance reducing 
the production of harmful substances and implementing 
protective or Compensatory measures. 


The rapid destruction ¢7 the environment on practically 
Our entire territory points to the necessity of fundamen- 
tal changes mm the mcoaagement system of the national 
replacement process. Tivese changes must allow ccolog:- 
cal conssderations to play a role im decisions. Aficr all, 
without a high quality environment and without rational 
natural resource use, cconomic imtcnsification will 
remain an unattainabic illusion over the long term. 


9276/9738 


Poor of Russian Criticized 
24000036 Prague TVORBA in Coech 2 Dec 87 pp i. 12 


[Artcte by O. Leska: “Russian (Not Only) In School” — 
TVORBA Round Tabic) 


[Excerpts] The article on the translation and correct 
meaning of the Russian words “glasnost™ and “pere- 
strouka” whech we published mm issue No 8 of TVORBA 
brought considerable response. There were many suggcs- 
trons on how to understand other Russian cupressions in 
the relatronship betwr on Czech and Russian. That led us 
to the concluson tha. ve need to talk about the teaching 
of the Russian language in our schools in general—from 
the clementary to the institutions of higher Icarning. 
about the attitudes of pupils and students (as well as 
teachers) to that language. and about the importance of 
the Russian language im our society. 


The people who met in the editor's office did not have to 
convince cach other about the need for the Russian 
language. but they wanted to clarify for themselves the 
problems which cxrst im teaching that language. The 
round tabic discusson lasted 3 and i/2 hours, and, as onc 
of the participants put it, “we could have talked about 
these problems until Christmas.” Let us begin with the 
first question: 


Is It Necessary To Know Russian’ 


The teaching of Russian bears a direct relatronship to the 
attitude toward language and culture im general. This 
attitude “determines the efficiency of teaching. influ- 
ences teachers as well as students and is to a certain 
extent a question of politics... The situation today is 
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different from that im 1945 when « was unmigucly and 
positively influenced by the liberation of our Country by 
the Sovset Army. In the years that followed the interest 
in kearning about the USSR and the Sovict capenences 
played a part. but there were certain negative cffects 
caused by some incorrect theorctial viewpoints. formal- 
ism in mutual relations. as well as a not entirely objyective 
evaluation of the Sovect realitecs. The current situation 
therefore 1s not balanced esther in the positive or mm the 
tunities which we have today (heightened interest m 
what 1s happening in the USSR). and particularly those 
which will develop further im the future (widening direct 
contacts with Sovect citizens, cooperation between cnicr- 
prises, trade with the USSR. long-tcrm soujourns of our 
specialists in the USSR at work or on assignments. 
icarning about Russian and Sovect culture. reading of the 
Soviet press, reception of Sovect tclevision signals). the 
level of general knowledge of the Russian language im 
relation to that 1s at a low level. Peopic are not gencrally 
convinced that it 1 necessary to know Russian. Not only 
as one of the school subjects, but as a living and needed 
language without which a comprehensive cducatronal 
level of a young person 1s inconceivable. What 1s morc. 
we are entering into an cra of restructuring—not only in 
the USSR bul in the entire community—which will 
require mutual relatrons of a broader nature. To thes end. 
a basic language of communication will be essen- 
tial. need for people with knowledge of Russian will 
imcrease, the need for Russian specialists will be greater. 
It needs to be sand frankly that to a certain cxtent we are 
not prepared for it.” (K. Chiupacova) 


“Russian is not being presented as an important tool of 
understanding and an intermediary of current events mm 
the world.” (V. Cicha) 


“On the scale of difficulty of school subjects. “1 1s 
considered to be one of the least demanding.” (V. Hrabe) 


“In contrast to mathematics, for cxample, 1 1s practi- 
cally impossible to fail in 1. That 1s somehow unhealthy. 
to have a Russian specialist think twice about whether to 
fail a student because he will then have to submit 
complicated justifications for having done so.” (S 


Bystrianin) 


There are also other reasons: There 1s the awareness of 
the relatedness of our languages and the ensuing insuffi- 
cient motivation. There 1s also the argument that “my 
parents were able to talk to the Russians in 1945 and they 
did not speak Russian.” Or even “my father is a good 
architect and it makes no difference that he docs not 
speak Russian.” Both examples were cited by S. Bystria- 
nin from his own experiences in high school, he contin- 
ued: “Lately I have been asking myself why we are 
teaching Russian to students, when subsequently we do 
not even require knowledge of the Russian language all 
negotiations are conducted through imterpreters, every 
least thing is translated. The staff of our depanment 
prepares translations of even simple texts which are 
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requesied by staffs of other depaniments. notwithstand- 
ing the fact that they themscives have. after all. studied 
mn the Sovict Union. Although this 1s an casy way of 
domng 11. 11 1s expensive and causes loss of motivation and 
even of the purpose of studying. And at the same time. 
Russian 1s taught to everyone beginning at 10 years of 
age. for graduates of inststutions of higher learning this 
means studies of 12 years’ duration.” 


Skace!l pointed out that although Russian 1s not yet as 
firmly established as a language of communication and 
information within the framework of the socialist com- 
munity as English is in the West, the further develop- 
ment of cooperation will obviously make mt mevrtabic. 
Thurs was discussed at the three congresses of MAPRJAL 
(International Association of Teachers of Russian Lan- 
guage and Literature). Russian has not been absorbed yet 
into Our Consciousness as a language which should be a 
natural component of higher qualification, although 11 1s 
universally recognized that most of specialized technical 
and scientific Interature 1s written in English and in 
Russian. The recognition of thrs should be prom«ed also 
by the media, the Czechoslovak- Sovact Friendship 
League and other organizations, by all of society. Then 
we shall succeed in moving irom the school attittude of 
“I must” to “Il want to and I am giad to do 1.“ And do 
it for our own need, not for the sake of the grade on our 


school report. 


Literary Language and Culture 


“The 17th Congress of KSC critecized the low standards 


of teaching languages in general—Crech, Russian, and 
other world languages.” (V. Cicha) 


“The rather unsatisfactory level of proficsency im Rus- 
sian. of the ability to hold a conversation. must be 
considered a5 part of the current decline m languoge 
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literacy m our socecty. Generally the art of using lan- 
guage well has greatly declined. both m us spoken and 
written form. lt ss a question of knowledge of onc’s 
mother tonguc and onc’s altstude to 1. We do not make 
cnough cffort to cultivate in people an awareness that 
language 1s a thing of great valuc which we have to 
safeguard and treat accordingly. It 1s also a gucstvon of 
setting c1ampics and standards. Peopic «ho hold certain 
positions act as if they often were unaware of thew 
responsibility to speak m a cultured manner They use 

Czech even where ut 1s out of place. It also has 
to do with the ability to confront a vicwpomt with a 
viewpoint, with the art of debating. We do not know how 
to do it. bul we ought to icarn mt very quickiy.” (K 


Chiupacova) 


“Many realities of our modern life have a destructive 
impact on language lvicracy. The smpo:tance of the 

medium im transmitting mfiormation has 
declined. In comparison with the past. the use of soni 
information (diagram. picture. film) rs mncreasing. That 
has an impact on the mmportance of language commun)- 
cation. The sdcals of the wummediate as well as the more 
remote future obviously will not be good styirsts. whom 
we formerly encountered more or less as a maticr of 
course. Active gathering of mformation has alw 
declined. There 1s an increasing number of poopie who 
have not read a single book from cover to cover. Thes ts 
not a simple measure of the dechne of culture, bui an 
indicator of the character of the environment m which 
man functions. Information can be obtamned from 
sources other than a book. There ss film. television 
magazines. However. these provede diffuse and often 
superficial information. Education presupposes concen- 
tration, systematic and active engagement.” ((). Leska) 
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